" Frarut WP
' CONTROL 3} oS
4 _
lNTEL% ‘ga‘{fv‘{ s
ENFORCEMENT

Say Yes to Life, No to Drugs

NCB DAILY NEWS

BULLETIN
No. 635




NEWS INDEX
Date: July 01, 2026

S.No. Publisher Name [ Headline Page No.
NEWS SUMMARY
1 [Summary 1-2
INTERNATIONAL
2 The Hans India Afghan police smash drug-processing lab in southern region 3
3 Devdiscourse World Cup Cocaine Surge: A Tale of Supply and Demand 4
NORTH EAST
4 Daily Hunt Guwabhati police arrest suspected drug peddler, seize narcotics 5
5 ANI Assam Rifles and Cachar police seize narcotics worth Rs 9.5 crore 6
6 North East Today Arunachal: Itanagar Capital Police Arrest 22-Year-Old With 38.8 Grams Of Heroin In Chimpu 7-8
7 NE NOW NEWS Manipur woman held with heroin worth Rs 1.13 crore in Aizaw! 9
8 NE Wire Security Forces Seize Brown Sugar and Arrest Two in Senapati 10
9 NE NOW NEWS Three arrested, 5 kg opium seized in Jiribam 11
10 NE Wire Nagaland Intensifies Fight Against lllegal Drugs 12
SOUTH
1 Juris hour ﬁg;gzxcotics Drive in Kerala — Recovery of Synthetic Drugs from a Woman's Private Part — The Applicability of Section 50 of the 1316
ct, 1985
12 Kerala Kaumudi Drug bust in Thiruvananthapuram: Two arrested with 120 grams of MDMA on Kovalam bypass 17
13 India Today Kerala man who posed as anti-drug activist arrested after MDMA found at his home 18
14 Times of India Cocaine seized from Kenyan woman at airport 19
15 Deccan Chronicle GRP, Secunderabad, Destroys 735 Kg Ganja Worth X3.22 Crore 20
16 New Indian Express Minor among four held with 525 kg ganja worth Rs 2.62 crore in Telangana 21-22
17 Telangana Today Asifabad police burn 414 kg of ganja worth Rs 1.70 crore 23
18 Times of India Chennai police appoint expert panel to create awareness against drugs 24
19 Times of India Beda Bro: Karnataka govt reaches out to students against drugs 25-26
WEST
20 Times of India NDPS court tells 3 Swedes to face charges in Rs 2.6cr drug bust 27-28
21 TenNews Two Odisha men held with ganja worth Rs 10 lakh in Surat; Gujarat Police trace supply chain 29-30
22 Bhaskar Hindi Ty fare 3R TR 2 & o & S, orat & 59 o sEe 31
NORTH
23 Firstpost Ramification | Synthetic drugs, strategic risk: India's frontline in the global narcotics war 32-34
24 The Print J-K: Properties worth Rs 3.32 crore of 3 'drug peddlers' attached in Udhampur 35
25 Times of India Woman sentenced to 10yrs for drug peddling, fined %1 lakh 36
26 Times of India Chittor police arrest 20yrs old MP man with kg MDMA 37
27 Daily Excelsior Heroin worth Rs 20 cr seized 38
28 The Morning Voice Drone Carrying 5 Kg Heroin Bound for India Crashes Near Pakistan Border in Punjab 39
29 Hindustan Times Punjab: 12 of interstate gang arrested; four firearms, heroin seized 40
30 Punjab Newsline Punjab Police Reinforces Anti-Drug Message, Urges Youth to Choose Life Over Addiction 41
31 Amar Ujala FHAT AIR 7T: 150 GfraanfFt ¥ 7 i ceirer 7 ART sIr 42
32 Amar Ujala Froo] TSN TH aEHY & AIYT T 14 Al FH FOR FRIEH 43
33 Star Samachar YT 39 H: §TS HIE A WINST I Aol TR et IR Y STt i, ‘e s TORAT 3 gHT AT F37 Felrar 44
34 Amar Ujala HIITST wgoT: eUSeT & T Tehs! HTRoll &l Ueh Gy &l SYef &l Foll 45
35 AV News TS 57 1 &) AR AR, S 7 o3 N 46
36 Amar Ujala TR 7Y 20 FNZ Y ST PR SR, T FREIR. 47
37 Pratahkal TG 3 TS § 3T SISTRT SRI#E, &l aea FRFR 48
38 Pratahkal SeraET Qe o 3B Rt & BT AR B PR far 49
39 Dainik Jagran wREter # 92t FRars, 1 el & 310 o)A & a1y i aER IRTaR 50
40 Live Hindustan 3mgdfees TR 2,349 Sdd RS Jobd % AT s S 51
Ll Dainik Jagran BREAR 3 FEARE gahTeT T 313 7 39 T 21 A2l gaTd, THETS oY ZalT; THTS-FIEI SRS 52
42 RGH News Drugs News: |G| TRHIE TR HEFH Y T8 FIaTs, I5.56 FS & AT 3 Y & ARART FRFAR 53
43 Amar Ujala Chandigarh-Haryana News: 21T #fFd & o ssaferr a Refaforees #F giamom S wame 54
EAST
44 Pragativadi 295 Kg Ganja Seized Inside Secret Chamber of Truck in Boudhagada 55
45 Dainik Jagran qfoTar 3 STF g 9forT i 521 TS, 6 I3 B &I & T 3 AT 3 FAR 6 HRI=AT TER FREAR 56
46 Live Hindustan e 2t # gforg-uauEs &1 8191, 543 AH §134 PR & 91 V-0 FRear 57-58
47 VocalTV fopereTarst gferd s Arcafye AT 3 59 REAR, 7.70 I3 6 13 PR Ted 59




NEWS SUMMARY



News Summary

Heroin Trafficking

e J&K (Anantnag): 2.613 kg heroin seized; 1 arrested.

e Assam (Cachar): 535 g heroin and 30k Yaba tablets seized; 2 arrested.
e Mizoram (Aizawl): 150.97 g heroin seized; 1 arrested.

e Arunachal Pradesh (ltanagar): 38.8 g heroin seized; 1 arrested.

e Punjab (Abohar): 100 g heroin seized; 12 arrested.

e Bihar (Purnea): 2 kg heroin seized; 6 arrested.

Opium / Poppy Straw Trafficking

e Manipur (Jiribam): 5 kg opium seized; 3 arrested.

Ganja / Cannabis Trafficking

e Telangana (Bhadradri Kothagudem): 525 kg ganja seized; 4 arrested.
e Guijarat (Surat): 20 kg ganja seized; 2 arrested.

e Kerala (Thiruvananthapuram): 120 g MDMA seized; 2 arrested.

Synthetic Drugs / Psychotropic Substances

e Rajasthan (Chittorgarh): 1.008 kg MDMA seized; 1 arrested.
e Maharashtra (Pune): 98.56 g MD seized; 2 arrested.

e Kerala (Pathanamthitta): 1.59 g MDMA seized; 1 arrested.
e Guijarat (Surat): 850 gm cocaine seized, 1 arrested.

Convictions / NDPS Proceedings

e Uttarakhand (Rudrapur): Woman sentenced to 10 years' Rl with a %1 lakh fine for
trafficking commercial quantities of narcotic injections in 2020.
e Himachal Pradesh (Kullu): Court sentenced accused to 14 years Rl with 1 lakh fine for

in charas trafficking case.



Emerging Modus Operandi

e Heroin concealed inside red chili jars to evade detection.

e Specially fabricated concealed chamber inside a container lorry used for transporting
ganja across multiple states.

e Escort motorcycle used alongside the drug-laden container for surveillance and route
protection.

e Brown sugar concealed in soap cases inside a commercial vehicle.

e Suspected narcotics hidden inside 35 small containers concealed under a scooter

seat.

Key Trends

e Continued dominance of interstate trafficking networks, particularly along the
Odisha—Andhra Pradesh—Telangana—Maharashtra—Uttar Pradesh corridor.

e Northeastern states remain a major hotspot, with repeated seizures of heroin, Yaba
tablets, brown sugar and opium, indicating sustained trafficking linked to the
Indo-Myanmar region.

e Large-scale cannabis trafficking increasingly involves commercial transport vehicles
with concealed compartments and coordinated logistics.

e Enforcement agencies are increasingly targeting financial assets derived from
narcotics trafficking through property attachment.

e Strong focus on synthetic drugs continues, with significant MDMA and mephedrone

seizures alongside ongoing anti-drug awareness campaigns across several states.
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Afghan police smash drug-processing lab in southern region

& thehansindia.com/amp/news/international/afghan-police-smash-drug-processing-lab-in-southern-region-1092161

The Hans India June 30, 2026

Kabul: The counter-narcotics police in the fight against illegal drugs have discovered and destroyed a
drug-processing lab in Helmand province south of Afghanistan, said a statement of provincial
directorate for Information and Culture on Tuesday.

The illegal laboratory was spotted in Baghran district on Monday, the statement said, adding that
police also seized a huge quantity of illegal objects that were used in making illegal drugs from the
site of operations.

No one has been arrested and efforts are underway by police to arrest and bring to justice those
involved in the black business, the statement emphasised, Xinhua News Agency reported.

Earlier, police also reported the demolition of 400 acres of poppy farms in the western Farah province
a couple of days ago.

On June 8, Afghanistan's Ministry for Interior Affairs said that Afghan police in the drive against illegal
drugs have discovered illegal drugs and also destroyed drug processing labs in the southern Uruzgan
and western Farah provinces of the country.

A total of 21 kg of illegal drugs and 273 stimulant tablets (locally known as Tablet K) have been
seized. Police also destroyed drug processing labs along with around 1,000 kg of objects used in
manufacturing heroin in Uruzgan and Farah provinces, the statement posted on the ministry's social
platform X asserted.

Police have also taken into custody five individuals on charges of involvement in the black business,
the statement went on to say.

Without providing more details, the statement noted that the counter-narcotics police would continue
the war against illegal drugs until Afghanistan gets rid of the drug menace.

Earlier in May, Afghan counter-narcotics forces have seized a substantial quantity of narcotics and
drug-processing materials during ongoing operations in southern Helmand province, the state-run
Bakhtar News Agency reported.

According to the report, authorities confiscated approximately 8,170 kg of heroin, along with materials
used in the processing and production of illegal drugs. The seizure is part of continued efforts to
combat drug trafficking and dismantle criminal networks involved in the production and distribution of
narcotics.

Similarly, security forces confiscated 55 kg of methamphetamine in Nimroz province in western
Afghanistan.


https://www.thehansindia.com/amp/news/international/afghan-police-smash-drug-processing-lab-in-southern-region-1092161

World Cup Cocaine Surge: A Tale of Supply and Demand

“D devdiscourse.com/article/law-order/3943107-world-cup-cocaine-surge-a-tale-of-supply-and-demand

Devdiscourse News Desk 30 June 2026

Two significant cocaine seizures in Mexico highlight a potential link
between cartel activities and increased demand due to the World Cup.
Experts suggest that increased drug availability in warehouses near
Mexico City is aimed at meeting this surge, although no official link has
been confirmed.

» Two significant cocaine seizures in Mexico indicate cartels are responding to increased demand
linked to the World Cup.

e On June 22, three metric tons of cocaine were seized in Guerrero and Tlaxcala, raising concerns
about unusual trafficking patterns.

o Security expert Andrés Sumano suggests that drug traffickers are stockpiling to meet the
anticipated demand during the tournament.

» While officials have not directly connected the seizures to the World Cup, researchers theorize it
reflects a strategic supply move near Mexico City.

In a turn of events highlighting international sporting influence on local crime, two substantial cocaine
seizures in Mexico suggest cartels are responding to spike demand from the World Cup. On June 22,
three metric tons were seized in Guerrero and Tlaxcala, raising questions about these unusual
trafficking patterns.

Security expert Andrés Sumano points to the expected World Cup demand increase as influencing
cartel operations. As Sumano noted, similar to businesses prepping for massive events, drug
traffickers stockpile to cater to heightened client needs. Dealers in Mexico City reported a noticeable
uptick in demand coinciding with the tournament.

Despite the seizures, officials have not directly linked them to the World Cup. Tlaxcala authorities
assert no connection between the bust and organized crime operations in the area. However,
researchers, including Vicente Sanchez, theorize the large stash suggests a strategic supply move
close to the Mexican capital.


https://www.devdiscourse.com/article/law-order/3943107-world-cup-cocaine-surge-a-tale-of-supply-and-demand
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Guwahati police arrest suspected drug peddler, seize
narcotics

» m.dailyhunt.in/news/india/english/the+sentinel-epaper-
senteng/guwahati+police+arrest+suspected+drug+peddler+seize+narcotics-newsid-n717884816

The Sentinel June 30, 2026

GUWAHATI: A suspected narcotics trafficker was arrested during a late-night operation on Zoo Road
in Guwahati after police recovered a sizeable quantity of suspected contraband concealed inside a
scooter.

Acting on specific intelligence, police launched a targeted operation near the HDFC Bank branch on
Zoo Road, where they intercepted the two-wheeler and apprehended the rider. The accused was
identified as Hasmat Ali.

During the search, officers recovered 35 containers containing suspected narcotic substances from
the under-seat storage compartment of the scooter bearing registration number AS 25 K 7690. The
contraband, along with the vehicle, was seized as evidence.


https://m.dailyhunt.in/news/india/english/the+sentinel-epaper-senteng/guwahati+police+arrest+suspected+drug+peddler+seize+narcotics-newsid-n717884816
https://m.dailyhunt.in/news/india/english/the+sentinel-epaper-senteng/two+alleged+drug+peddlers+nabbed+near+guwahati+railway+station+heroin+seized-newsid-n717660151

Assam Rifles and Cachar police seize narcotics worth Rs 9.5
crore

@ aninews.in/news/national/general-news/assam-rifles-and-cachar-police-seize-narcotics-worth-rs-95-crore20260701122905

ANI | 1 July 2026

Jul 01, 2026 12:29 IST

Cachar (Assam) [India], July 1 (ANI): In a major blow to drug cartels operating in the Northeast,
Assam Rifles Srikona Battalion, in a joint operation with Cachar Police, intercepted a massive
consignment of narcotics near Tollengram, Cachar, on June 30.Acting on specific intelligence, the
forces recovered 30,000 Yaba tablets and 535 grams of Heroin No. 4, with a combined street value
estimated at Rs 9.5 Crores.The contraband was concealed inside jars holding red chillies, a
desperate attempt to evade detection that was foiled by the alertness of Assam Rifles troops. Two
women hailing from Tollen Village, Tamenglong District, were apprehended at the spot and taken into
custody for further investigation. The seizure underscores the relentless efforts of security forces to
choke narcotic supply chains in the region.This operation caps a series of successful strikes against
illegal trade in the last 48 hours. Just a day earlier, contraband Yaba tablets and heroin worth Rs 5
Crore were recovered, followed by the seizure of illegal foreign cigarettes valued at Rs 2.8 Crore
earlier today. The back-to-back operations highlight the unwavering vigil maintained along vulnerable
routes.The success demonstrated great synergy between the Assam Rifles, Cachar Police, and the
Customs Department. Assam Rifles remains committed to the nation's fight against drugs and
smuggling, standing as the Sentinels of the Northeast to safeguard society and secure the future of
our youth. (ANI)


https://www.aninews.in/news/national/general-news/assam-rifles-and-cachar-police-seize-narcotics-worth-rs-95-crore20260701122905/
https://google.com/preferences/source?q=aninews.in
https://google.com/preferences/source?q=aninews.in
https://google.com/preferences/source?q=aninews.in
https://www.aninews.in/topic/yaba-tablets
https://www.aninews.in/topic/yaba-tablets

Arunachal: Itanagar Capital Police Arrest 22-Year-Old With 38.8
Grams Of Heroin In Chimpu

northeasttoday.in/northeast/arunachal-pradesh/arunachal-itanagar-capital-police-arrest-22-year-old-with-38-8-grams-of-heroin-in-
chimpu

North East Today June 30, 2026

Continuing its drive against narcotics, Capital Police ltanagar arrested a 22 year old man from BN
Colony, Chimpu, Monday and recovered 38.8 grams of suspected heroin from his possession.

The accused, Bicky Nidak Tamin alias Biki Tamin, 22, was stopped by the Special Action Team (SAT)
while riding a scooter in BN Colony. The team operated under DySP (HQ) Shri Chamrak Arun, APPS,
with SI Padam Padi leading officers HC Jerry Romin, Ct. Rinchin Tsering, Ct. Passang Norbu, and Ct.
Tasso Tasser. SDPO Itanagar Shri Chera Saban and Chimpu PS OC Shri Niraj Nishant were also
present.

To follow NDPS Act procedure, Assistant Commissioner (Executive Magistrate) Shri Tamo Dada was
called to the spot. In his presence, police searched the accused and found three plastic vials of
suspected heroin, commonly called brown sugar, in his right pocket.


https://northeasttoday.in/northeast/arunachal-pradesh/arunachal-itanagar-capital-police-arrest-22-year-old-with-38-8-grams-of-heroin-in-chimpu/

On questioning, the accused revealed he had hidden more narcotics at home. The team then
searched his BN Colony residence with the Executive Magistrate and independent witnesses present.
Five plastic containers with suspected heroin were seized from the house and adjacent garden.

Police recovered a total of 38.8 grams of suspected heroin. Other items taken into custody include,
22,600 cash, believed to be drug money, One Apple iPhone 13, Yamaha Ray ZR scooter, Reg. No.
AR-01T-8237, said to be used in the crime

Initial questioning revealed the accused allegedly bought the heroin using an online payment. Police
are verifying this lead and working to identify other members of the supply network.

Chimpu Police Station has registered Case No. 57/2026 under Sections 21(b), 27A, and 29 of the
NDPS Act, 1985. Investigators are now working to break up the wider network and track financial
transactions linked to the case.

SP Capital Itanagar Shri Jummar Basar, who supervised the operation, said Capital Police remain
committed to dismantling drug networks and ensuring a drug-free Capital Region. He added that strict
action will continue to shield youth from narcotics.

Capital Police reiterated their resolve to pursue drug traffickers and protect citizens from the drug
menace.



Manipur woman held with heroin worth Rs 1.13 crore in Aizawl

nenow.in/north-east-news/mizoram/mizoram-manipur-woman-held-with-heroin-worth-rs-1-13-crore-in-aizawl.htmi

NE NOW NEWS July 1, 2026

Aizawl: A joint team of the Assam Rifles and Mizoram Police seized heroin worth Rs 1.13 crore and
arrested a woman from Manipur during an intelligence-based operation at Seling in Mizoram’s Aizawl
district.

The operation was launched on Monday following specific intelligence inputs regarding the movement
of narcotics through the area, the paramilitary force said in a statement.

Personnel of the Assam Rifles, in coordination with Mizoram Police at the Seling check post, carried
out a search operation during which they recovered 150.97 grams of heroin valued at Rs 1.13 crore.

The accused, a woman from Chandel district in Manipur, was allegedly transporting the narcotic
substance illegally, the statement said. One mobile phone was also seized from her possession.

The seized heroin, the mobile phone and the accused were handed over to the state police on the
same day for further investigation and legal proceedings.

The Assam Rifles said the operation reflected its continued coordination with the Mizoram Police and
other law enforcement agencies in efforts to curb narcotics trafficking in the state.

The force also reiterated its commitment to strengthening security along the Indo-Myanmar border
and preventing the movement of illegal drugs.


https://nenow.in/north-east-news/mizoram/mizoram-manipur-woman-held-with-heroin-worth-rs-1-13-crore-in-aizawl.html
https://nenow.in/north-east-news/mizoram/zoramthanga-hails-mizoram-peace-accord-targets-zpm-over-article-371g.html
https://nenow.in/north-east-news/mizoram/zoramthanga-hails-mizoram-peace-accord-targets-zpm-over-article-371g.html
https://nenow.in/north-east-news/manipur-dgp-reviews-security-preparedness-in-kakching-and-chandel.html

Security Forces Seize Brown Sugar and Arrest Two in Senapati

m newire.in/articles/security-forces-seize-brown-sugar-and-arrest-two-in-senapati

Imphal: Security forces pulled over a Tata Yodha vehicle at the T. Khullen Naka Check Point in
Senapati district on Sunday morning. Officers found 42 soap cases stuffed with suspected brown
sugar hidden inside. The load weighed 530 grams.

A combined team from the Senapati Police Special Operation Team, Women Police Station, and two
CRPF battalions conducted the stop. They arrested Helkho Kipgen, 45, and Hatneilhing Kipgen, 40,
both from Kangpokpi district. Police took the suspects into custody after completing legal formalities.

The haul did not stop at the drugs. Officials seized the Tata Yodha vehicle, a green sack, two mobile
phones, an Aadhaar card, and a purse holding 5,000 rupees. Senapati Police Station now holds the
case. Authorities stated, "Further investigation and legal proceedings are underway."

Disclaimer: The views and facts expressed here are solely those of the independent citizen journalist,
researcher, and others, who assumes full responsibility for the content's accuracy and legality. Any
third-party media (images, videos, or audio) used belongs to its respective owners and is shared
strictly for reporting, criticism, or review under the "Fair Dealing" provisions of Section 52 of the
Copyright Act, 1957 (India). NEWire.in does not claim ownership over such material and reserves the
right to review, moderate, or remove content at its sole discretion upon receiving valid legal concerns
or grievances.
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https://newire.in/articles/security-forces-seize-brown-sugar-and-arrest-two-in-senapati

Three arrested, 5 kg opium seized in Jiribam

nenow.in/north-east-news/manipur/manipur-three-arrested-5-kg-opium-seized-in-jiribam.html

Bit Irom July 1, 2026

Imphal: Three alleged drug smugglers were arrested and 5 kg of opium seized during a joint
operation by security forces and police near the Manipur-Assam border.

The operation was carried out in the early hours of June 29 following specific intelligence inputs about
the movement of narcotics along National Highway-37 in Manipur’s Jiribam district.

A joint team comprising central security forces, Jiribam Police and the Central Reserve Police Force
(CRPF) intercepted a silver-grey Hyundai i20 (registration number GJ-27BL-0847) at Leingangpokpi
village and recovered 5 kg of opium along with Rs 50,000 in cash during a search of the vehicle.

Two occupants of the vehicle, identified as Dhanraj Prajapat (46) and Buddha Ram (44), both natives
of Rajasthan, were arrested on the spot.

Follow-up investigation and interrogation led police to a third suspect, who was subsequently arrested
during a raid at Thanga Khunjem Leikai in Bishnupur district.

The three accused, the seized contraband, cash and the vehicle have been handed over to the
concerned police station for further legal action.

Police have registered a case and launched an investigation to trace the source of the seized opium
and identify others allegedly linked to the inter-state narcotics network.
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Nagaland Intensifies Fight Against lllegal Drugs

m newire.in/articles/nagaland-intensifies-fight-against-illegal-drugs

Kohima: Nagaland officials are cracking down on drug abuse. The Social Welfare Department
recently wrapped up its Nasha Mukt Bharat Abhiyaan campaign in Meluri. Simultaneously, the
Niuland District Administration kicked off a 10-day initiative to curb addiction. Both programs aim to
shield families from the growing threat of illegal substances.

Meluri sits near the Indo-Myanmar border. EAC Zuchibemo Ezung warned that this proximity makes
the area a target for opium and ganja traffickers. Ezung called for local vigilance and support for
those struggling with addiction. He urged the community to stop isolating victims, stating, "NMBA
should not remain a mere formal programme but must be translated into meaningful action through
active participation of every individual."

Events in Meluri included a marathon and a student poster competition. Officials also administered a
public pledge to stay drug-free. In Niuland, Deputy Commissioner T.L. Kiusumong Tikhir labeled
addiction a major barrier to economic development. He called on churches, village councils, and
parents to join the fight.

The Niuland launch featured a testimony from a recovering addict. Participants viewed a slideshow
covering planned activities for the 10-day drive. Leaders across both districts are now pushing for
long-term commitment. They want citizens to act as ambassadors for healthy, clean lifestyles.

Disclaimer: The views and facts expressed here are solely those of the independent citizen journalist,
researcher, and others, who assumes full responsibility for the content's accuracy and legality. Any
third-party media (images, videos, or audio) used belongs to its respective owners and is shared
strictly for reporting, criticism, or review under the "Fair Dealing" provisions of Section 52 of the
Copyright Act, 1957 (India). NEWire.in does not claim ownership over such material and reserves the
right to review, moderate, or remove content at its sole discretion upon receiving valid legal concerns
or grievances.
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ANTI-NARCOTICS DRIVE IN KERALA - RECOVERY OF
SYNTHETIC DRUGS FROM A WOMAN'’S PRIVATE PART - THE
APPLICABILITY OF SECTION 50 OF THE NDPS ACT, 1985

m jurishour.in/columns/drugs-womans-private-part-section-50-ndps-act

Mariya Paliwala June 30, 2026

The Article pertaining to “ANTI-NARCOTICS DRIVE IN KERALA - RECOVERY OF SYNTHETIC
DRUGS FROM A WOMAN'’S PRIVATE PART - THE APPLICABILITY OF SECTION 50 OF THE
NDPS ACT, 1985” is written by Shri SRINIVASAN GOPAL, ASSISTANT DIRECTOR(RETD.),

NATIONAL ACADEMY OF CUSTOMS INDIRECT TAXES AND NARCOTICS, PALASAMUDRAM.

The article analyses the recovery of MDMA concealed in a woman’s vaginal cavity during Kerala
Police’s Operation Toofan, examines the applicability of Section 50 of the NDPS Act alongside the
constitutional rights embedded under Article 21, and lays down a procedure to be followed to build a
foolproof case and secure conviction.

It has been widely reported in various newspapers, including The Hindu, The Hindustan Times, and
Deccan Herald1, that during an anti-narcotics drive by the District Anti-Narcotic Special Action Force
(DANSAF) of the Kerala Police, a case was reported involving the recovery and seizure of 2 grams of
MDMA (with 10 grams or more constituting a commercial quantity under the NDPS Act) from one of
the two women occupants of a car intercepted at a checkpoint in Thrissur. The DANSAF team found
the behaviour of the occupants suspicious, and under these circumstances, 2 grams of MDMA were
recovered from the private parts (vaginal cavity) of the accused woman. It was further stated in the
article that a female officer was involved in the search. In this case, cumulatively 308 grams—30
times the commercial quantity—were recovered, and there can be no dispute regarding the recovery
or the splendid job the Kerala Police has been doing under Operation Toofan.

Unlike other criminal statutes, the NDPS Act operates on a different footing and this being an
exception to the normal criminal jurisprudence, the Legislature in its wisdom has introduced the
concept of reverse burden. Under the NDPS Act, it is for the accused to prove and establish that he
or she has not indulged in illicit drug trafficking upon the prosecution proving the foundational facts of
recovery. In terms of Section 35 of the NDPS Act, there is a presumption of guilt, which is rebuttable
in nature under Section 54 of the NDPS Act. The primary reason for having the reverse burden
jurisprudence for the NDPS Act is because of the damage it causes to the society and the
requirement for diversion of resources for allied functions, including rehabilitation. The reverse burden
under NDPS Act is akin to the smuggling of goods i.e. gold, silver, fire crackers, cigarettes, etc,
notified under Section 123 of the Customs Act, 1962

The Statutory Safeguards Under Section 50 of the NDPS Act

In a case of this kind wherein a woman hides drugs (mainly MDMA) in her private parts, it is essential
to understand as how the provisions of Section 50 of the NDPS Act operates.
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A woman suspect (she is a suspect before recovery) must be served with a Notice under Section 50
apprising her of the legal rights to be searched before the nearest Gazetted Officer (of the
empowered departments) or the nearest Magistrate. The Notice ibid should be served in the
language known to the suspect lest she take a diametrically opposite view in the remand or trial
proceedings. Failure to extend this option completely vitiates the recovery of that specific
contraband.

A reading of Section 50 in a wholesome manner reveals that Section 50(1) reveals that

“When any officer duly authorised under section 42 is about to search any person under the
provisions of section 41, section 42 or section 43..”7, it is only an empowered officer who can effect a
search of a suspect , albeit after issuing a Notice, as discussed in para Supra.

Section 50(4) specifically deals with the search of a female. Under other criminal Acts, another female
officer can conduct the search. Since the provisions of BNSS, 2023 have been made applicable to
the NDPS Act by virtue of Section 51, provided they are not inconsistent, and as the provisions of
BNSS, 2023 are inconsistent with Section 50 of the NDPS Act, they are inapplicable. Hence,
empowered officers should remember that only an empowered female officer of and above the rank
of Head Constable is eligible to carry out the search. Needless to mention here that the
empowerment at the State level depends upon the situation and the consequent Notification issued
by the respective State Governments. In formations under CBIC, except CBN, the empowerment
starts of the rank of Inspector and known by different names by virtue of the place of posting. In NCB
and CBN, the empowerment starts at the level of sub-Inspector.

The Critical Distinction: “Search” vs. “Extraction”

Section 50 of the NDPS Act is restrictive in nature in as much it is used for search of a person — be it
a man/woman suspected of concealing drugs on his/her person. Physical Search, after issuance of a
Notice under Section 50 is required to be understood between external search and “extraction”.
Search generally includes the external examination of a person’s outer attire, pat-downs, or checking
pockets and undergarments. Section 50 perfectly fits in at this operational stage. In contrast,
extraction does involve the removal of the drug (in this case MDMA) from the biological bodily
concealment. When contraband is inserted inside a biological body cavity, the process ceases to be a
mere “search.” As envisaged under Section 50 of the NDPS Act. Extraction shifts into an invasive
medical zone that directly threatens the suspect’s guaranteed constitutional protections under Article
21 (Right to Life, Dignity, and Bodily Integrity). It is a fact that empowered officers functioning under
the Central Government or State Governments do not possess skill having not undergone any clinical
training, to execute physical extractions from inside a human body, particularly the female body.

Difference between Male Private Parts vs. Vaginal Cavity

The physical nature of concealment varies extensively by gender, creating distinct legal and medical
ramifications. Insofar as a male in concerned and having hidden drugs in his private, we refer to the
judgment dated 24 March 2021 in the case of °NCB v. Micheal Webuda (in JC) decided by the Ld.
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Special Judge (NDPS), Patiala House Courts, New Delhi in Case No. SC/9512/2016. Micheal
Webuda hid contraband externally within his undergarments or taped near his groin area. In such
instances, the contraband remains outside the body structure. Uncovering it simply requires an
external search of the clothing and underwear, which remains safely within the boundaries of a
standard Section 50 personal search. However, in respect of secreting drugs in the vaginal cavity, it is
required to be remembered that the vagina is an internal biological organ. It is highly sensitive and
prone to severe trauma if improperly handled. Improper handling may lead to tearing and associated
risks. Compounding the problem is the availability of female witnesses.

Assuming but admitting that the personal search under Section 50 extends to extraction, it is always
advisable to get it ‘extracted’ through medical procedure. It is always required to be kept in mind that
the health and safety of the suspect (since not recovered) is of utmost and a duty has been cast on
the empowered officers, under Section 56 of BNSS, 2023, to take care of them notwithstanding the
fact that the likely offence would entail a punishment of minimum of 10 years in commercial quantity
cases.

Forcible internal probing by an empowered officer—even by a female officer who is legally
empowered—presents huge risks, including infection. Hence, keeping in view the fact that the
disadvantages outweigh advantages, the female empowered officer should always prefer the medical
route.

Conversely, it may also be case wherein a female suspect is searched and drugs (here also MDMA,
being the recovered and seized by the empowered officers continuously in Kerala) being initially
recovered from the bag being carried. During medical procedure, the attending doctor recovers from
the vaginal concealment commercial quantity of the female accused. A Government doctor is not an
empowered officer under the NDPS Act and the recovery being made in the absence of the
empowered female officer, the validity of the recovery can be legally challenged. The case of Anila
Raveendran v. State of Kerala — Neutral Citation 2025:KER:71680 refers in this regard. It is of
utmost importance to note what has been recorded by the Hon’ble High Court of Kerala in Para 9 of
the bail order under this Neutral Citation:

“9. In the instant case, on a perusal of the case diary, it is noticed that the grounds for arrest have
been communicated to the petitioner as per the arrest memo, wherein there is specific reference to
the petitioner being in possession of 36.86 grams of MDMA, which was recovered from her handbag.
However, the final report alleges that she was in possession of 77.30 grams of MDMA. The excess
quantity mentioned in the final report was 40.44 grams of MDMA, which was recovered from

7

her vagina during her medical examination. ....

In a situation where MDMA recovered from the handbag is less than 10 grams and the vaginal
recovery being contested as recovery at the back of the female empowered officer (the point being
not pressed in this case), the case would be decided on the recovery of MDMA from the hand bag,
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which is an intermediate quantity. Consequently, the offence becomes bailable and the proceedings
of Chapter VA of the NDPS become statutorily inapplicable until the Ld. Court imposes the maximum
sentence of 10 years for intermediate quantity.

Nevertheless, the accused was also detained under PITNDPS Act, 1988 and the Detention Order
was not quashed or set aside by the Hon’ble High Court as per reported decision in the case of
Sanilkumar v. State of Kerala -Neutral Citation 2026:KER:583 refers.

Considering the above, the importance of proper recovery need not be over emphasized.
The Best Practice: Protocol for Cavity Recoveries

To avoid severe physical harm to the accused and to prevent the legal case from collapsing during
trial due to procedural illegality, the empowered officer must implement a rigorous, sequentially sound
standard operating procedure. The following steps can be put into practice to withstand legal scrutiny:

By ensuring that cases are handled strictly as a court-ordered medical procedure rather than a
routine search, the empowered department/officer instill confidence in adopting a fair, transparent
and just court-monitored method to rule out foul play. It also simultaneously exhibits the empowered
department to the constitutional safeguards enshrined under Article 21.
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Drug bust in Thiruvananthapuram: Two arrested with 120
grams of MDMA on Kovalam bypass

€D keralakaumudi.com/en/kerala/crime/two-arrested-with-120-grams-of-mdma-at-kovalam-bypass-1773318

Kerala Kaumudi June 30, 2026

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM: A major drug bust has been reported in Thiruvananthapuram as part of
'‘Operation Toofan'. Two youths were arrested with 120 grams of MDMA, hashish oil and cannabis on
the Kovalam bypass. The arrested persons have been identified as Akhil and Sachu.

The accused, who tried to evade and escape from the police while attempting to smuggle drugs, were
bravely cornered and apprehended by the City DANSAF team along with the police. The police are
conducting a further investigation into the suspects and the sources that supplied them with the
drugs.
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Kerala man who posed as anti-drug activist arrested after
MDMA found at his home

@ indiatoday.in/india/kerala/story/kerala-mdma-seizure-anti-drug-group-claimant-sharfin-sebastian-arrested-2937314-2026-06-30

Shibimol KG June 30, 2026

A man who projected himself as an anti-drug campaigner while being
involved in drug use and trafficking was arrested after police recovered
1.590 grams of MDMA from his possession.

Sharfin is also an accused in narcotics cases registered at two other town police stations, besides
two criminal cases at Koipuram police station, including one involving the alleged assault of women.
Thiruvananthapuram,UPDATED: Jun 30, 2026 14:11 IST

A 25-year-old man who allegedly projected himself as the state president of an anti-drug organisation
has been arrested after police recovered 1.590 grams of MDMA and drug-use paraphernalia from his
house in Kerala, officials said on Tuesday.

The accused, identified as Sharfin Sebastian, was arrested during a joint operation by the District
DANSAF team and the Ranni Sub-Division DANSAF team under "Operation Toofan", the state
government's anti-drug crackdown.

Police said Sharfin, a resident of Pathanamthitta district, had been under surveillance for several
days after receiving specific intelligence that he was storing MDMA at his residence.

According to officials, when the police team reached his house on Sunday, Sharfin tried to divert the
officers by leading them to a different room instead of his own.

However, a thorough search led to the recovery of 1.590 grams of MDMA concealed inside a secret
compartment among books.

During the search, police also recovered an identity card identifying Sharfin as the state president of
the Youth Movement of the Anti Drugs Movement In Nation (ADMIN), along with a glass bubbler, L-
shaped pipes used to heat and inhale MDMA, plastic smoking pipes and other drug-use
paraphernalia.

"The youth who claimed to be the state leader of an anti-drug organisation and projected himself as
leading anti-drug activities in the locality is now under arrest," a police officer said.

Further investigation revealed that Sharfin is also an accused in narcotics cases registered at
Palarivattom and Ernakulam Town police stations, besides two criminal cases at Koipuram police
station, including one involving the alleged assault of women, police said.

The accused was produced before a court and remanded to judicial custody.
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Cocaine seized from Kenyan woman at airport

timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/chennai/cocaine-seized-from-kenyan-woman-at-airport/amp_articleshow/132098233.cms

A Selvaraj June 30, 2026

Share

Chennai: A Kenyan woman, found carrying 850gm of cocaine, valued at about %15 crore, was
arrested by the directorate of revenue intelligence (DRI) sleuths at the Chennai airport on Tuesday.
She tried to smuggle the contraband by swallowing capsules containing the drug. Officials suspect
she is part of an international drug-trafficking syndicate.

A DRI team maintained surveillance at the airport after receiving a specific tip-off that a foreign
national would arrive carrying narcotics on an Ethiopian Airlines flight from Addis Ababa.

The flight landed at about 8.30am on Tuesday. Officials intercepted the woman who travelled from
Kenya via Ethiopia on a tourist visa. A search of her baggage did not reveal any contraband. But as
suspicion lingered, she was then taken to the airport hospital, where a body scan showed multiple
capsules inside her stomach. With the assistance of a medical team, officials recovered about 70
capsules from her body.

The capsules contained 850gm of high-grade cocaine with an estimated international market value of
%15 crore. The DRI seized the narcotics and arrested the woman.
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GRP, Secunderabad, Destroys 735 Kg Ganja Worth ¥3.22 Crore

@ deccanchronicle.com/southern-states/telangana/grp-secunderabad-destroys-735-kg-ganja-worth-322-crore-1967437

DC Correspondent June 30, 2026

Hyderabad:The Government Railway Police (GRP), Secunderabad district on Tuesday destroyed
about 735 kilograms of ganja worth Rs 3.22 crore that has been seized in 51 cases. The contraband
was destroyed at a private industry at Thokkapur of Bhongir mandal.

In 33 cases booked within Secunderabad urban division, the GRP had seized 499.213 kg of ganja
worth Rs 2,27,30,250, the Secunderabad rural division seized 14.825 kg ganja worth Rs 3,70,625 in
two cases and the Kazipet division had booked 16 cases in which 223.445 kg of ganja worth Rs
90,99,625 was seized.

The destruction of the contraband was recorded as per procedure by the Secunderabad railway
district drug disposal committee chairman, Gone Sandeep and nodal officer and member S. N.
Jawed.

20


https://www.deccanchronicle.com/southern-states/telangana/grp-secunderabad-destroys-735-kg-ganja-worth-322-crore-1967437

Minor among four held with 525 kg ganja worth Rs 2.62 crore
in Telangana

ﬁ newindianexpress.com/states/telangana/2026/Jul/01/minor-among-four-held-with-525-kg-ganja-worth-rs-262-crore-in-telangana

Express News Service July 1, 2026

KHAMMAM: A minor boy was among four drug peddlers nabbed during a joint operation by EAGLE
Force’s Khammam Regional Narcotics Control Cell (RNCC) and Bhadradri Kothagudem district
police near the west gate of the ITC Paper Boards Company at Sarapaka, close to Bhadrachalam, on
Tuesday. They also seized 525 kg of ganja worth about "2.62 crore, the container lorry used to
transport the contraband, a Bajaj Pulsar motorcycle used as an escort vehicle, five mobile phones
and "10,570 in cash.

Police arrested Sahadev Hantal (20) of Malkangiri district, Odisha, Dogri Trinath (38) of
Somireddypalem in Alluri Sitharama Raju district, Andhra Pradesh, Kuldeep Sharma (27) of Bijapur,
Uttar Pradesh, and the juvenile.

According to SP B Rohith Raju, the prime accused, Sahadev, procured the ganja from the Allurikota
forest area in Odisha. Labourers were allegedly hired to transport the contraband from the forest to
Mothugudem-Tulasipaka in Andhra Pradesh, where it was loaded into a container lorry owned by
Mohammed Saif and Firoz Bhai.

The SP said the smugglers had fabricated a concealed chamber inside the container to hide the
ganja bags and evade police detection.

The consignment was allegedly being transported from Tulasipaka through Bhadrachalam,

Khammam, Warangal and Adilabad to Maharashtra before its final destination in Uttar Pradesh.

Acting on credible intelligence, Eagle Force and Bhadradri police tracked the movements of the
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container lorry and the escort motorcycle before intercepting them at Sarapaka. Eagle Force said four
other suspects — Mohammed Saif, Firoz Bhai, Raja Mishra and Mohammed Imran — are
absconding and efforts are on to trace them.

Official data reveals that an average of 40 students were booked in narcotics-related cases monthly
across Telangana in 2026. Highlighting the growing threat of drug abuse, EAGLE officials expressed
concern over the increasing number of youth and students falling victim to narcotics, leading to
criminal activity and other anti-social behaviour. SP Rohith Raju urged young people and students to
stay away from drugs and appealed to parents to closely monitor their children’s activities to prevent
substance abuse.
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Asifabad police burn 414 kg of ganja worth Rs 1.70 crore

@ telanganatoday.com/asifabad-police-burn-414-kg-of-ganja-worth-rs-1-70-crore

Telangana Today June 30, 2026

The Kumram Bheem Asifabad police destroyed 414 kg of ganja worth Rs 1.70 crore that had been
seized in 110 cases over the last two years. SP Nitika Pant warned of strict action against those
involved in ganja cultivation and smuggling.

Published Date - 30 June 2026, 06:28 PM

Kumram Bheem Asifabad: The district police disposed of 414 kg of ganja seized over the last two
years. The value of the ganja was assessed at Rs 1.70 crore.

SP Nitika Pant, in a press statement, said that the ganja recovered in 57 cases registered in 2025
and 53 cases in 2024 was burnt as per norms. While 296.31 kg of ganja and 964 plants were seized
in 2025, 117 kg of ganja and 1,039 plants were recovered in 2024. The contraband was incinerated in
accordance with the provisions of the NDPS Act and the Prevention and Control of Pollution Act.

Pant warned that stern action would be taken against those who cultivate, smuggle and peddle ganja.
Intensive inspections were being conducted to control the menace. Additional SP Chittaranjan,
Asifabad DSP Ashok, Inspectors Ravinder, Balajivaraprasad, Srinivas Gopal and other police officials
were present.
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Chennai police appoint expert panel to create awareness
against drugs

timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/chennai/chennai-police-appoint-expert-panel-to-create-awareness-against-
drugs/amp_articleshow/132097559.cms

The Times Of India June 30, 2026

Chennai: In a first-of-its-kind drive, a panel of experts comprising a lawyer, a police officer, an
educationist, a social worker and a doctor will visit more than 100 schools and colleges in the city to
promote awareness against drug use through presentations, plays, motivational sessions and
interactive activities.

Spearheaded by the Greater Chennai Police and Tamil Nadu Volunteers, a non-profit working in the
field of sustainability and youth empowerment, this initiative is aimed at covering more than 40,000
students from July 1 to 15. They plan to organise street plays, pamphlet distribution and
administration of pledges. The expert panel to present at schools and colleges is being identified by
TN Volunteers and police personnel.

“Every police station should reach out to a college, a school and the public in their jurisdiction. More
than 300 campaigns are being planned in collaboration with 104 police stations,” said Thamilarasan,
a volunteer. In a circular dated June 25, Chennai commissioner A Amalraj has ordered officers to
ensure police participation and support for the programme.

The outreach also has a digital segment, where students and members of the public can take part in
a social media campaign, N Hari Krishnan, chief-coordinator, TN Volunteers, said.

“Our volunteers encourage students, youth, educational institutions, NGOs and the public to post
photos, videos and awareness messages supporting a Drug Free Society on social media platforms
tagging the chief minister, the police and our platform. Participants will be provided with a certificate,”
he added.

The campaign was launched in other districts in coordination with respective district superintendents
of police on June 26, in line with the International Day Against Drug Abuse and lllicit Trafficking. The
aim is to reach more than 1,00,000 students through 500 campaigns.
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Beda Bro: Karnataka govt reaches out to students
against drugs

Jun 30, 2026, 10.56 PM IST

Bengaluru: In a crackdown on narcotics and a simultaneous push
to curb drug abuse among youngsters, state govt Tuesday
launched two key anti-drug campaigns, Operation RISE (Refuse,
Inform, Support, Empower)’ and Beda Bro (Let's Refuse, Bro)
initiative. It also announced plans to destroy 4,276.4 kg of seized
drugs valued at Rs 97.9 crore soon.

Over 8.3 lakh students across the state took part in the
programme, both online and offline, to mark International Day
Against Drug Abuse and lllicit Trafficking, making it one of the
largest awareness drives in the state.

Operation RISE aims to tackle drug abuse through a structured,

multi-level approach, combining awareness, reporting mechanisms and rehabilitation support.
Chief minister DK Shivakumar called for collective responsibility in tackling drug abuse and urged families,
institutions and society to act without hesitation. Emphasising early intervention, he said, “The longer you hide

your children’s addiction, the more you destroy their future.”

Home minister Priyank Kharge stressed the importancexgf resisting peer pressure and making conscious choices.


https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/

He urged students to “say no, even if friends insist,” and encouraged them to report suspicious activities to
authorities, teachers or parents. He also highlighted that addiction should be treated with empathy, not stigma,

noting that those affected need support to recover.
-- Ananya Bhat
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NDPS court tells 3 Swedes to face charges in Rs
2.6¢cr drug bust

Jun 30, 2026, 11.56 PM IST

Panaji: An NDPS court has directed three Swedish nationals — Andreas Lorenzo Calic, Sami Antero Hilden
Tanskanen, and Joel Emmmanuel Caristrom — to face charges under the NDPS Act in connection with a Rs 2.6
crore narcotics raid conducted at Arambol in June last year.

The ANC recovered LSD liquid, LSD papers, ketamine liquid, and ketamine powder from a rented premises. The
court dismissed the trio’s discharge plea, noting that the seized substances tested positive for LSD and ketamine
on a drug detection kit. The court held this was sufficient at this stage to frame charges and that there is prima
facie material against the accused individuals.

The court discharged the fourth accused, Siddhesh Dabholkar, a pharmacist whom the Swedish nationals
allegedly told the investigating officer they had procured the contraband from. The court noted that a separate
FDA raid on the pharmacy found medicines being sold to a decoy customer without a valid prescription, leading
to suspension of the licence, but that no LSD or ketamine was found or seized in that raid. Additional sessions
judge-2 (FTC-2) at Merces, Shilpa Pandit, said the FDA raid did not aid the prosecution in the NDPS case.

The court also recorded that there was no scientific/forensic evidence, including call detail records, to show
communication between accused 1to 3 and accused 4, and held there was no material to frame charges against
Dabholkar.

Seizures attached during the house search included LSB3Jiquid (24.8g) worth Rs 2.5 crore, 70 LSD paper pieces


https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/

(0.6g) worth Rs 7 lakh, ketamine liquid (49.3g) worth Rs 2.5 lakh, and ketamine powder (1.5g) worth Rs 15,000.
Counsel for the three Swedish accused argued they are law-abiding Swedish citizens who entered India legally,
are responsible persons and fathers, and overstayed due to circumstances for which they have already been
convicted and have served the sentence. The defence also argued that ketamine is a licensed pharmaceutical,
the quantity was below “small quantity”, and there was no scientific identification of the substances.
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Two Odisha men held with ganja worth Rs 10 lakh in Surat;
Gujarat Police trace supply chain

TenNews Team July 1, 2026

Surat, July 1 (IANS) The Special Operations Group (SOG) of Surat City Police has arrested two men
from Odisha and seized 20 kilograms of ganja valued at Rs 10 lakh during a raid at a residential
premises in the Ved Road area of Gujarat’s Surat as part of an ongoing drive against narcotics
trafficking in the city, officials said on Wednesday.

Acting on specific intelligence, an SOG team raided Room No. 2 on the second floor of House No. 48
in Meena Nagar Co-operative Housing Society, opposite Akhand Anand College in the Chok Bazar
area.

The police arrested Kalucharan Mahanti, 31, and Jitu Pradhan, 21, both employed as zari workers
and originally from Ganjam district of Odisha.

Police said they recovered 20kg of prohibited plant-based ganja worth Rs 10 lakh from the premises.

Two mobile phones valued at Rs 25,000 were also seized, taking the total value of the confiscated
property to Rs 10.25 lakh.

According to Surat Police, the operation was carried out under the directions of Police Commissioner
Anupam Singh Gehlot as part of the city’s “No Drugs in Surat City” campaign, which targets the illegal
movement of narcotics into Surat from other states and aims to curb drug distribution among young
people.
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During questioning, the accused allegedly told investigators that they had obtained the ganja from a
wanted suspect and were on their way to deliver the consignment to another wanted accused when
they were intercepted by the SOG team.

A case has been registered at Chok Bazar Police Station under Sections 8(c), 20(b)(ii)(C) and 29 of
the Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances (NDPS) Act.

Police said further investigation is underway to identify and apprehend the absconding members of
the alleged supply network.

The seizure is the second significant ganja haul reported in Surat within two days. In a separate
operation in the Mahidharpura area, police seized more than 20 kg of ganja from another accused
who was allegedly transporting the contraband for delivery, taking the total quantity recovered in the
two operations to over 40 kg.

The latest action also follows other recent anti-narcotics operations in Gujarat, including the seizure
of 12 kg of hybrid ganja by Ahmedabad’s Vatva police and an SOG operation in Himmatnagar in
Sabarkantha district in which hybrid ganja was recovered, and two suspects were arrested,
highlighting continued enforcement efforts against drug trafficking across the state.
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Pune City News: IURI fddTg 3R dIA HT A <l G ST, A1l
BT ST HI RTHG

& bhaskarhindi.com/city/pune/property-dispute-and-character-suspicions-leave-two-dead-drugs-worth-millions-also-recovered-
1321433

Bhaskar Hindi June 30, 2026
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Ramification | Synthetic drugs, strategic risk: India's frontline
in the global narcotics war

F. firstpost.com/opinion/synthetic-drugs-strategic-risk-indias-frontline-in-the-global-narcotics-war-14027336.html

Rami Niranjan Desai June 29, 2026

The struggle against narcotics is no longer confined to fields of poppy and
coca; it is increasingly being fought in supply chains and digital networks

Unlike traditional narcotics that depend on specific geographic conditions for cultivation, synthetic
drugs can be produced anywhere with access to precursor chemicals and basic laboratory
equipment. (Al image)

The world’s drug problem used to have a geography. Heroin came from the poppy fields of
Afghanistan, cocaine came from the coca plantations of Colombia, and cannabis grew where the
climate allowed. For decades, drug enforcement meant controlling land, intercepting shipments at
borders and pressuring governments to eradicate crops. The problem was vast and entrenched, but
at the very least it was legible.

However, the world is witnessing the emergence of a new generation of synthetic narcotics that are
cheaper to produce without climatic restraints and easier to traffick. These substances are collectively
referred to as New Psychoactive Substances (NPS). The transition from agricultural drug production
to laboratory-based manufacturing represents one of the most significant developments in
international narcotics trafficking since the rise of methamphetamine in the late twentieth century.

STORY CONTINUES BELOW THIS AD

Unlike traditional narcotics that depend on specific geographic conditions for cultivation, synthetic
drugs can be produced anywhere with access to precursor chemicals and basic laboratory
equipment. This has resulted in criminal organisations shifting towards synthetic production models
and creating a more decentralised global narcotics ecosystem. The United Nations Office on Drugs
and Crime (UNODC) has identified synthetic drugs and new psychoactive substances as among the
fastest-growing threats in the global drug market.

NPS are synthetic or semi-synthetic compounds designed to mimic the effects of controlled drugs
while avoiding existing legal restrictions. As a result, thousands of new compounds have appeared
over the last decade. By October 2025, UNODC had recorded nearly 1400 individual NPS worldwide.
These included substances like synthetic cannabinoids, synthetic cathinones, novelopioids, designer
benzodiazepines, dissociative drugs and hallucinogens. Telling us a story of the extraordinary pace of
innovation within the illicit drug markets and consequently the constant challenge it creates for law
enforcement agencies.

Among emerging narcotics, nitazenes represent perhaps the most dangerous development.

Originally synthesised in the 1950s as potential pharmaceutical painkillers, they were abandoned

because of their extreme addictiveness. They have now gone underground and have found illicit
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markets across North America, Europe, Australia, and other places. Nitazenes are often more potent
than heroin and in some cases stronger than fentanyl. They are increasingly detected in counterfeit
pharmaceuticals, heroin substitutes, cocaine mixtures and recreational drugs. Their potency makes
accidental overdoses highly likely while standard toxicology screening frequently fails to detect them.
For example, a hospital treating an overdose patient may run standard opioid tests, come back
negative and miss the actual cause entirely. The strategic significance of nitazenes lies not merely in
their lethality but in their economic efficiency. A small quantity can generate enormous profits while
remaining easy to transport and conceal. This makes them highly attractive to transnational criminal
organisations.

Synthetic cannabinoids constitute another rapidly growing category of narcotics. These substances
are chemically engineered to imitate the effects of cannabis but produce far stronger and more
unpredictable reactions. They are increasingly appearing in vaping products, edible products and
herbal mixtures sold through illicit channels. Recent trends indicate growing availability of semi-
synthetic cannabinoids such as THC derivatives manufactured through chemical processing rather
than traditional cultivation. Because many users perceive these products as safer alternatives to
conventional drugs. However, the consequences are severe. In Sierra Leone in 2024 mass burials
had been conducted for dozens of young people killed by a synthetic cannabinoid known locally as
“Kush”. In New York City public health data showed at least nine synthetic cannabinoid overdose
deaths from January 2024 to August 2025, with emergency department visits running well above
historical norms.

While not new, methamphetamine also continues to evolve through increasingly industrialised
production methods. Southeast Asia’s Golden Triangle has become the world’s largest synthetic drug-
manufacturing hub producing unprecedented quantities of methamphetamine and related stimulants.
Large-scale criminal enterprises now operate sophisticated production networks that resemble
industrial manufacturing systems rather than traditional clandestine laboratories. These organisations
exploit conflict zones and porous borders to maintain production.

According to a UNODC report released in May 2025, synthetic drug production and trafficking from
the Golden Triangle have grown exponentially. Methamphetamine seizures across East and
Southeast Asia reached 236 tonnes in 2024, which is a 24 per cent increase from the year before.
Thailand alone seized one billion yaba tablets, methamphetamine pills, in 2024, while Cambodia
recorded its largest methamphetamine seizure in history. The Indian Coast Guard intercepted the
largest haul of methamphetamines in the Andaman and Nicobar Islands in 2024, valued at $4.3
billion. Myanmar’s Shan State, where armed groups, criminal syndicates and corrupt officials operate
in overlapping networks amid ongoing civil conflict, has emerged as the world’s largest synthetic drug
manufacturing zone.

For countries such as India the implications are particularly significant. The Golden Triangle remains
a major source of methamphetamine and synthetic drugs entering South Asia. Simultaneously, the
expansion of online drug markets and international precursor networks increases the possibility of
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domestic synthetic drug manufacturing. Emerging synthetic opioids could also create new public
health crises similar to those witnessed in North America and Europe.

The emergence of these new narcotics requires a corresponding transformation in international
responses. Governments must move beyond traditional eradication approaches toward enhanced
chemical monitoring, forensic intelligence, cyber surveillance, international information sharing and
public health preparedness. The struggle against narcotics is no longer confined to fields of poppy
and coca; it is increasingly being fought in supply chains and digital networks. The countries that
adapt most rapidly to this reality will be best positioned to manage the evolving threats posed by the
next generation of drugs.

India’s anti-narcotics framework has matured considerably under the Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA).
The four-tier NCORD mechanism, established in 2016 and strengthened in 2019, coordinates efforts
from district to apex level while dedicated anti-narcotics task forces now operate in every state and
union territory. Initiatives like the MANAS helpline, the NIDAAN portal for tracking offenders, canine
detection squads and fast-track NDPS courts reflect a genuine institutional push toward Prime
Minister Modi’s goal of a drug-free India by 2047. Enforcement has translated into real outcomes, and
major drug busts have led to quick convictions.

India has also extended this expertise abroad. NCB has partnered with the US DEA on joint
operations, including ketamine lab busts, controlled deliveries and ephedrine/methamphetamine
investigations targeting trafficking networks bound for Myanmar, while India assists foreign authorities
and international organisations to harmonise global counter-narcotics measures.

However, no nation can solve this alone. The world needs synchronised real-time intelligence sharing
between agencies like the Narcotics Control Bureau (NCB), Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA)
and UNODC as well as unified pressure on source countries like China to enforce accountability. But
what has been true since India declared war against drugs is that this is not a fight that can be fought
half-heartedly. From the Home Minister Amit Shah’s direct oversight of NCORD to the Narcotics
Control Bureau’s expanding international partnerships, India is demonstrating through action, not just
intent, that it is prepared to serve as a frontline force against the global synthetic drug menace. But
importantly, the challenge is transnational, and unless other nations follow India’s example, criminal
networks will continue to exploit the weakest links in the international enforcement chain.
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J-K: Properties worth Rs 3.32 crore of 3 ‘drug peddlers’
attached in Udhampur

@ theprint.in/india/j-k-properties-worth-rs-3-32-crore-of-3-drug-peddlers-attached-in-udhampur/2974241

PTI June 30, 2026

Jammu, Jun 30 (PTI) Police on Tuesday attached properties worth Rs 3.32 crore belonging to three
alleged drug peddlers in two cases registered under the Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic
Substances (NDPS) Act in Jammu and Kashmir’'s Udhampur, officials said.

The properties were attached under section 68-F of the NDPS Act in connection with two cases
registered at Majalta police station after investigations found that the assets had allegedly been
acquired from proceeds of illicit narcotics trafficking, they said.

The police attached properties worth around Rs 3.10 crore, including a Maruti Swift car and two
residential houses belonging to Raiyan Mukhtar, a resident of Budshah Natipora in Srinagar, and
Ubaid Ullah Lone, son of Iftikhar Ahmad Lone, a resident of Hanji Dantar in Anantnag, they said.

In another case, the police attached properties worth about Rs 22 lakh, including a residential house,
two shops and a plinth belonging to Riyaz Ahmad Lone, son of Sonaullah Lone, a resident of Badrah
Payeen, Krala Gund in Kupwara district, they said.

The officials said the investigation established that the attached properties were purchased using
proceeds generated through the illegal narcotics trade.

They said further legal proceedings are underway. PTI AB AB APL APL
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Woman sentenced to 10yrs for drug peddling, fined %1 lakh

timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/dehradun/woman-sentenced-to-10yrs-for-drug-peddling-fined-1-
lakh/amp_articleshow/132097549.cms

Aakash Ahuja June 30, 2026

Rudrapur: Nearly six years after her arrest, a Rudrapur woman was convicted by a special NDPS
court on Tuesday for trafficking prohibited narcotic injections and sentenced to 10 years’ rigorous jail
term along with a hefty Rs 1 lakh fine. The court stated an additional three months’ imprisonment in
case of default of payment.

According to the prosecution, Rampura outpost police received information in Feb 2020 that a woman
was selling banned narcotic injections near Chand Masjid in the Khera area. A police team acted on
the tip-off and apprehended the accused as she attempted to flee. She was 22 at the time. The police
recovered 108 Buprenorphine injections, 108 Diazepam injections and 115 vials of Avil from her
possession.

A case was subsequently registered under the Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances (NDPS)
Act, and a chargesheet was filed. The prosecution, represented by ADGC Deepak Kumar Arora,
produced witnesses and evidence, after which Special Judge (NDPS) Deepali Sharma held the
accused guilty.

The court rejected the defence’s plea for leniency based on the convict’'s gender and childcare
responsibilities. The court observed: “The quantity of contraband recovered was several times higher
than the commercial quantity.” The court added that such offences fuelled the illegal drug trade,
endangered the youth and warranted stern punishment without leniency.
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Chittor police arrest 20yrs old MP man with 1kg MDMA

timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/jaipur/chittor-police-arrest-20yrs-old-mp-man-with-1kg-mdma/amp_articleshow/132093585.cms

TNN June 30, 2026

Bhilwara: Chittorgarh’s Kotwali police arrested a 20-year-old man and recovered more than 1 kg of
MDMA (Molly powder) allegedly from his possession Tuesday. The arrest was part of the ongoing
initiative ‘Operation Trinetra’, targeting the illegal trade of narcotic substances in the region.

Police identified the accused as Piyush Solanki, who hails from Hadji ka Piplia in Pratapgarh district.
Solanki was tracked down while he was carrying a backpack along Bhilwara Road, near Inani
Residency. Upon searching his bag, the policemen allegedly discovered 1kg and 8 grams of MDMA
cleverly packed in four separate plastic bags.

According to Chittorgarh Superintendent of Police Dharmendra Singh, a police team, operating under
Additional SP Mukul Sharma, has been vigilant in monitoring drug activities as part of ‘Operation
Trinetra’. Singh said this operation aims to disrupt the supply chain of narcotics in the district.

During preliminary questioning, Piyush allegedly confessed to transporting the illegal substance from

Mandsaur in Madhya Pradesh to Bhilwara in Rajasthan. The authorities officially arrested Solanki,
and further investigations are underway to uncover the broader network involved in the drug trade.
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Heroin worth Rs 20 cr seized

n= dailyexcelsior.com/heroin-worth-rs-20-cr-seized

Daily Excelsior June 30, 2026

Srinagar, June 30: Police today arrested an alleged inter-district drug smuggler and seized 2.613
kilograms of heroin, estimated to be worth around Rs 20 crore in the international market, in
Anantnag district.

An official said that the accused was intercepted during a routine vehicle checking drive at Halmulla
in Anantnag district, where police stopped a suspicious car for inspection.

During the search of the vehicle, police recovered four packets containing heroin, following which the
driver was identified as Ishtiyak Ahmad Moghal, a resident of Prada area of Tangdar in Kupwara
district.

A case under the NDPS Act was registered at the concerned police station and investigation was
launched.

During the investigation, the accused was served notice under Section 50 of the NDPS Act and his
personal search was conducted as per the prescribed legal procedure.

The official said another packet containing heroin was recovered from his possession, taking the total
seizure to 2.613 kilograms.

"The accused has been arrested, while further investigation is underway to ascertain the source and
intended destination of the contraband and to identify others involved in the alleged drug trafficking
network," the official said.
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Drone Carrying 5 Kg Heroin Bound for India Crashes Near
Pakistan Border in Punjab

tmv.in/article/drone-carrying-5-kg-heroin-bound-for-india-crashes-near-pakistan-border-in-punjab-date=2026-07-01

Yekkirala Akshitha June 30, 2026

A drone allegedly carrying illegal drugs intended for smuggling into India crashed near the India—
Pakistan border in Pakistan’s Punjab province, where police recovered around 5 kg of heroin and
seized the unmanned aerial vehicle, officials said on Monday. The incident, reported from Narang
Mandi near Lahore , has triggered an investigation into cross-border narcotics trafficking
networks operating in the region.

According to police, the drone went down on a house roof in Mohalla Rafigabad, Gali Plaza Wali in
Narang Mandi , approximately 70 km from Lahore and about 8 km from the India—Pakistan border,
raising suspicions that it was being used for smuggling heroin into India. Senior police officer Bilal
Zafar Sheikh said officers were alerted after the drone crashed, prompting a cordon-and-search
operation.

Police said a black drone , around 3 feet in length, was recovered along with a packet wrapped in
yellow tape fitted with reflective markers. The packet contained 5 kg of heroin , which authorities
believe was part of a cross-border smuggling attempt. The drone and narcotics have been seized for
forensic examination, and an investigation is underway.

Officials further stated that no suspect has been arrested so far , while security has been tightened
in border areas following the incident. The case adds to a pattern of drone-enabled narcotics
trafficking across Punjab’s border districts, which have increasingly been flagged by security
agencies as key corridors for Pakistan-based drug syndicates .

Recent enforcement assessments highlight that Punjab remains a major hub for heroin trafficking
into India , with authorities noting increased reliance on GPS-enabled drones for low-altitude
smuggling drops in border regions.

Investigators are also probing financial and logistical links , including suspected international
routing of proceeds through offshore hubs such as Dubai , as part of wider narcotics networks
operating across South Asia.
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Punjab: 12 of interstate gang arrested; four firearms, heroin
seized

@ hindustantimes.com/cities/chandigarh-news/punjab-12-of-interstate-gang-arrested-four-firearms-heroin-seized-
101782842548949.html

HT Correspondent June 30, 2026

Four illegal pistols, six magazines, 47 live cartridges and 100 gm of heroin
among seized material; were caught during a raid at a salon, say police
officials

Busting an interstate syndicate allegedly involved in the supply of illegal firearms and
heroin, Abohar police arrested 12 persons and seized four illegal pistols, six magazines,
47 live cartridges and 100 gm of heroin, officials said on Tuesday.

Abohar superintendent of police (SP) Aswant Singh said a team got a tip-off that the gang
members had assembled at a salon on Fazilka Chungi Road in Abohar to facilitate the
delivery of illegal weapons and narcotics, following which they were caught.

“The syndicate was being operated under the directions of kingpin Vishal Pachar of Sri

Ganganagar in Rajasthan, who remains absconding. The owner of the premises where
the raid was conducted and several other suspects are also on the run. Raids are being
conducted to arrest them,” the SP said.

The arrested persons have been identified as Ajay Singh, alias Aju, Bobby, Amanpreet
Singh, alias Bhindi, Aman Kumar, Vijay Kumar, Ajay Kumar, alias Rishi, Ghanaiya Kumar,
Sumit Kumar, Prince Kumar, alias Kodi, Shiva, Shivam, alias Shubham Manja, and
Navninder Singh, alias Lovepreet Singh, alias Pinni, residents of Abohar and nearby
areas, police said.

“An FIR has been registered under the Arms Act, the NDPS Act and the Bharatiya Nyaya
Sanhita. Further probe is underway,” the SP added.
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Punjab Police Reinforces Anti-Drug Message, Urges Youth to
Choose Life Over Addiction

I[[ punjabnewsline.com/news/punjab-police-reinforces-anti-drug-message-urges-youth-to-choose-life-over-addiction

July 1, 2026

Awareness campaign highlights the importance of a drug-free future under the #SayNoToDrugs
initiative

Punjab Newsline | Chandigarh

Punjab Police has intensified its anti-drug awareness campaign with a strong appeal to citizens,
particularly the youth, to stay away from narcotics and embrace a healthy, drug-free life.

Through the message, "Rise above drugs. Choose life," the campaign emphasizes that drug
addiction destroys dreams, opportunities, and futures, while a life free from drugs lays the foundation
for success and a brighter tomorrow.

The initiative encourages people to reject substance abuse and make positive life choices, reinforcing
the state's ongoing efforts to combat drug addiction through public awareness alongside law
enforcement action.

Using the hashtag #SayNoToDrugs, the campaign calls on individuals and communities to work
together in building a healthier and addiction-free Punjab.
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Kullu News: TR d¥d:l & ST Bl 14 AT BT FSIR PRI

amarujala.com/amp/himachal-pradesh/kullu/charas-smuggler-sentenced-to-14-years-of-rigorous-imprisonment-kullu-news-c-89-1-
ssml1015-180266-2026-06-30

RERIE June 30, 2026
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AV NEWS June 30, 2026
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rghnews.com/drugs-news

Prashant Tiwari June 30, 2026
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295 Kg Ganja Seized Inside Secret Chamber of Truck in
Boudhagada

ﬂ pragativadi.com/295-kg-ganja-seized-inside-secret-chamber-of-truck-in-boudhagada

Itishree Sethy July 1, 2026

Excise Department achieved a major breakthrough by seizing 295 kilograms of ganja from a secret
chamber inside an 18-wheeler truck during a raid at the Shulia area early Tuesday morning.

Officials intercepted the truck around 5 AM and discovered the contraband hidden in a specially
designed chamber. The driver fled the scene, and authorities launched a manhunt to track him down.
The seized ganja was measured and weighed in the presence of Executive Magistrate and Additional
Tahsildar Dhananjay Karna.

The excise team, led by Kantamal Range Inspector Dillip Kumar Satapathy, carried out the operation
with active participation from OIC Rahul Behera, IC Prasanna Jali, EC Suijit Sahu, Niranjan Mallik,
Bijay Kumar Bagh, and Rajkishore Kanhar. Police and excise officials confirmed that a case
numbered 57/2026—27 has been registered, and further investigation is underway.

Authorities stated that all aspects of the case are being probed, and legal steps are in progress to
arrest the absconding driver.
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@ FRUAR fvar a1 Arees yarf & fadrd eRars A 3.857 fHawm W, SS9 TR T 8308 RIS
B TS, ! SIRRIPIY TR H AT DA P 7 IS 70 TR $UY T8 715 6|

D SIATAT 13.460 fHaram Tion it STed fasan T, forye! HiHd TIHT 7 ARa U ! T8 5| 31y
YIRS & [avg 1AM & gfierd 3 1,933.38 Tier fagxit TR1E qT 15 diex it IRTE SRS B HRAS &
SR SORTY H Ugad 2 HR, 1 {30 a1, 3 TUI, 3¢ Fe dc 3 ¢ae adT 4 Hiexusihd Sied fhy
TT| S 3IATdT 8 HIESd B 3R 40,910 I0I e U s_We fby Tu

Tt Ty $HR A H8T fb fofel T HTI-oTaRIT ST X@H T 3d8 RIS, Aledh Yard, J3iT, T1e G-
3R 3 MURTIIS TiAfafert & RIars St S Hf TR SIRY X | ORI 3fR TRl & favg
HAR HRATS DR gU foTel T SORTEE 1A a1 &1 G- H gferd Ot widesdl & 91 &1 6 g
gl
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https://vocaltv.in/crime/kishanganj-police-arrest-59-arrest-7-cror-brown-suphp/cid18909579.htm

Narcotics Control Bureau, Govt. of India

Do you have a tip for NCB?  cafl on toll free number & 1933 (2457 : Natianal Narcotics Helpline )

Join Us
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