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News Summary
NCB

e Punjab (Ludhiana): NCB Mohali and Ludhiana Police seized 1.138 kg pure opium

concealed inside an electronic roti maker in a DHL courier parcel; 1 arrested.
Heroin Trafficking

e Manipur (Bishnupur/Imphal): 218 g heroin seized in two operations; 3 arrested.
e Meghalaya (Umiam): 32.64 g heroin seized in two operations; 2 arrested.

e Jammu (Samba): 274 g heroin in two operations; 2 arrested.

e Punjab (Ferozepur): 1.572 kg heroin & 309 gm ice drug seized; 2 arrested.

e Punjab (Jalandhar): 1.253 kg heroin seized; 1 arrested.

Opium / Poppy Straw Trafficking

e Himachal Pradesh (Solan): 122.22 g opium & 23 g heroin seized in multiple

operations; 4 arrested.

Ganja / Charas Trafficking

e QOdisha (Sonepur): 1,250 kg ganja seized.
e Uttar Pradesh (Kanpur): 5.477 kg ganja seized; 2 arrested.
e QOdisha (Gajapati): 200 kg ganja seized

e Himachal Pradesh (Bilaspur): 723 g charas seized; 2 arrested.
Synthetic Drugs Trafficking

e Telangana—Nagpur: 27 kg mephedrone (MD) & 40 kg acetone seized; 4 arrested.

e Maharashtra (Mumbai): 1.015 kg mephedrone seized; 1 arrested.

e Maharashtra (Mumbai): Clandestine psychotropic manufacturing lab busted; 1 lakh
Tramadol tablets, 1 lakh Tapentadol tablets, machinery and raw materials seized; 3

arrested.

Conviction



e Uttar Pradesh (Shahjahanpur): Court sentenced 2 accused to 8 years Rl in a 2025,
4.05 kg opium-trafficking case.

Emerging Modus Operandi

e Opium concealed inside an electronic roti maker in a courier parcel; NCB and police
investigating the wider courier network.

e Ganja supplied while posing as an ice-cream vendor on a bicycle in Delhi.

e Ganja reportedly transported from West Bengal by train, with separate networks
handling procurement, transport and local distribution.

e Gwalior investigation indicated phone-based booking and delivery of ganja and other
synthetic drugs allegedly sourced from Delhi.

e Psychotropic tablets manufactured in a concealed facility, repacked through multiple

locations and exported using a misdeclared consignment.

Key Trends

e Cross-border and interstate supply chains remain prominent, with drone-based heroin
trafficking, Odisha—Delhi ganja movement, West Bengal-Kerala rail transport and
Telangana—Nagpur synthetic-drug routes emerging in the reported cases.

e Traffickers are increasingly using concealment/disguise and organised logistics,
including courier parcels, everyday vending covers, clandestine manufacturing units
and misdeclared export consignments.

e Large-volume cannabis consignments continue to emerge, with major seizures
indicating organised interstate transportation through trucks and established supply
corridors.

e Enforcement is increasingly targeting the wider financial ecosystem of drug trafficking,
including seizure/freezing of properties, vehicles and bank-linked assets associated

with traffickers.
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@ m.punjab.punjabkesari.in/punjab/news/opium-smuggling-via-dhl-courier-parcel-busted-2367839

www.punjabkesari.in August 12, 2026
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Nagaland Guv stresses need for stronger enforcement against
illicit liquor, drugs

':'E' dailypioneer.com/news/slug-lite/nagaland-guv-stresses-need-for-stronger-enforcement-against-illicit-liquor-drugs

Nagaland Governor Nand Kishore Yadav on Tuesday stressed the need to strengthen enforcement
mechanisms and institutional capacity to effectively tackle trafficking of illicit liquor and drugs.

Speaking at a review meeting with the Department of Excise and Prohibition at Lok Bhavan here, the
governor emphasised that the department must address operational and manpower constraints while
continuing to contribute to public health and effective governance.

According to a Lok Bhavan statement, during the meeting, the department highlighted several
challenges affecting enforcement, including porous borders, shortage of manpower, discontinuation
of inter-district check-gates, outdated firearms and limited operational mobility. The department noted
that its personnel-to-population ratio stands at 1:6,000, compared to 1:2,000 in Mizoram.

Reviewing its enforcement record from April 2021 to March 2026, the department reported cases
registered under the Nagaland Liquor Total Prohibition (NLTP) Act and drug-related cases.

Seizures during the period included Indian-made foreign liquor (IMFL), country liquor, poppy straw,
opium, heroin, cough syrup and other drugs in the form of capsules and tablets.

The department also highlighted recent seizures, destruction of seized drugs and liquor, and drug
awareness campaigns.

The department reported total excise revenue collection of Rs 22.51 crore between April 2021 and
March 2026.

Annual collections increased from Rs 3.17 crore in 2021-22 to Rs 5.92 crore in 2025-26.

The department’s future roadmap focuses on strengthening enforcement, combating organised
crime, protecting public health, enhancing governance, increasing revenue, building personnel
capacity and advancing towards a drug-free Nagaland, the statement added.


https://dailypioneer.com/news/slug-lite/nagaland-guv-stresses-need-for-stronger-enforcement-against-illicit-liquor-drugs?year=2026

3 held with drugs

4 thesangaiexpress.com/Encyc/2026/8/12/by-our-staff-reporter-imphal-aug-11-security-forces-arrested-three-individuals-and-
seized-218-grams-of-heroin-.html

By Our Staff ReporterIMPHAL, Aug 11: Security forces arrested three individuals and seized 218
grams of heroin in two separate operations today.In one of the operations, Bishnupur police and
Central security forces, with the assistance of Churachandpur police, intercepted a Scorpio vehicle
moving from Churachandpur towards Imphal and arrested two individuals with 9 soap cases
containing 96 grams of heroin.The two arrested have been identified as Md Abdur Rahaman (29) and
Md Saruk Khan (24).The third person arrested in the other operation has been identified as Md Feroj
Khan (41) of Kwakta Ward No 3.He was arrested with ten soap cases containing 122 grams of heroin
during routine frisking and checking at Moirang Okshongbung by the Bishnupur police.


https://www.thesangaiexpress.com/Encyc/2026/8/12/by-our-staff-reporter-imphal-aug-11-security-forces-arrested-three-individuals-and-seized-218-grams-of-heroin-.html#/google_vignette

Meghalaya ANTF Seized Heroin Worth ¥5 Lakh In Umiam, Two
Arrested

northeasttoday.in/northeast/meghalaya-antf-seized-heroin-worth-Z5-lakh-in-umiam-two-arrested

North East Today August 11, 2026

Shillong, August 11: The Meghalaya Anti-Narcotics Task Force (ANTF) seized 32.64 grams of heroin
worth an estimated %5 lakh and arrested two persons during two separate intelligence-based
operations in the Umiam area on August 10.

Acting on credible intelligence inputs, the ANTF set up nakas at strategic locations in Umiam to
intercept suspected drug traffickers travelling towards Shillong.

In the first operation, a vehicle bearing registration number AS-01-AV-1166 was intercepted at Lad
Umiam. The occupant, identified as Allan Marwein, a resident of Mawlai Nongkwar, Block-13,
Shillong, was searched in the presence of independent witnesses after following due legal
procedures. Police recovered a soap case containing suspected heroin weighing 10.93 grams.

Later in the night, acting on another intelligence input, the ANTF intercepted a Scooty bearing
registration number ML-05-AB-9546 at Umiam after its rider allegedly attempted to evade the naka.
The rider, identified as Jaziel Nongjop Syiem, was detained and searched in accordance with
prescribed legal procedures.

During the search, police recovered two soap cases containing heroin, which had allegedly been
concealed inside his jacket. The seized substance weighed 21.71 grams.

The contraband recovered in both cases was seized after completion of all mandatory legal
formalities under the Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances (NDPS) Act, 1985. Both accused
were arrested and further legal action has been initiated.

The Meghalaya ANTF said the operations reaffirm its continued efforts to curb the trafficking and
supply of narcotic drugs and dismantle organised drug networks operating in and through the state.


https://northeasttoday.in/northeast/meghalaya-antf-seized-heroin-worth-%E2%82%B95-lakh-in-umiam-two-arrested/
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CM Vijay administers state-level pledge for ‘Drug-Free Tamil
Nadu’

ﬁ newindianexpress.com/states/tamil-nadu/2026/Aug/12/cm-vijay-administers-state-level-pledge-for-drug-free-tamil-nadu

Express News Service August 12, 2026

CM Vijay presents the first prize of Rs 1 lakh to Government Higher Secondary School,
Sengottampalaiyam, Erode, for being adjudged the state-level Best Anti-Drug Club at the event held
at Presidency College in Chennai on Tuesday. (Photo | P Ravikumar)

CHENNALI: Chief Minister C Joseph Vijay on Tuesday administered the state-level mass pledge for a
“Drug-Free Tamil Nadu” at an anti-drug awareness programme held at Presidency College in
Chennai and launched a campaign for “drug- and tobacco-free campuses”.

The CM also honoured 15 police officers and personnel with the Chief Minister’s Police Medals for
2026 for their work against drug production and illicit trafficking.

The programme, organised by the Home, Prohibition and Excise Department, saw 2,000 students
participate in person, while over 1 crore students from 14000 schools and 4900 colleges joined via
video conference.

Vijay also witnessed, through video link, the destruction of seized narcotic drugs and banned tobacco
products weighing over one lakh kg of ganja and banned tobacco products at four locations in
Chengalpattu, Tirunelveli, Coimbatore and Thanjavur. He further presented awards to the three best
anti-drug clubs and three best volunteer teams in schools and colleges for their efforts to curb
substance abuse.

As part of the drug- and tobacco-free campuses initiative, educational institutions will strengthen anti-
drug measures through trained anti-drug clubs, CCTV surveillance, annual health and psychological
evaluations, and 100-metre “No Tobacco Zones” around campuses.

Police Nodal Officers will coordinate with institutions on trafficking complaints, while students will be
encouraged to report drug abuse through the Drug Free-TN mobile app, with campuses urged to
declare themselves “Drug Free Campuses”.

The government said it was pursuing a zero-tolerance approach through intensified enforcement
under the NDPS Act, strengthening anti-drug units, freezing bank accounts linked to drug trafficking,
monitoring educational campuses and stepping up awareness programmes.

According to the police, a total of 10,040 NDPS cases were registered and 14,400 persons were
arrested up to August 10 this year. The police seized 17,500 kgs of dry ganja, 8.9 lakh tablets and
200 kgs of other narcotic drugs, including ganja chocolates, methamphetamine, amphetamine, and
methaqualone. Similarly, a total of 13,150 cases were registered for selling banned tobacco products,
and 1.61 lakh kgs. of tobacco products were seized. "8.3 crores have been collected as fines, and
2,744 commercial premises have been sealed.


https://www.newindianexpress.com/states/tamil-nadu/2026/Aug/12/cm-vijay-administers-state-level-pledge-for-drug-free-tamil-nadu

For treatment and rehabilitation, the government has established a dedicated "70-crore Rehabilitation
Fund. Free de-addiction treatment is available at 25 government hospital centres, while Kalangarai
Centres provide psychosocial counselling and vocational training to those recovering from substance

abuse.



Rs 54-crore MD consignment bound for Nagpur seized in
Telangana; 4 arrested

@ nagpurtoday.in/rs-54-crore-md-consignment-bound-for-nagpur-seized-in-telangana-4-arrested

Nagpur News August 11, 2026

27 kg mephedrone and 40 kg acetone recovered from SUV; two Nagpur-based suspects allegedly
behind the consignment remain on the run

Nagpur: A massive synthetic drug racket with suspected links to Nagpur has come to light after
Telangana Police seized 27 kg of mephedrone (MD), valued at around Rs 54 crore, before the
consignment could reach the city. Four persons, including two alleged drug traffickers from Nagpur,
have been arrested in connection with the seizure, while two other suspects identified as Chanda and
Gopal are reportedly absconding.

The seizure, involving one of the largest quantities of MD reportedly linked to Nagpur, has raised
serious questions about the extent of the synthetic drug network operating across Nagpur and the
wider Vidarbha region.

Apart from the MD, police also recovered around 40 kg of acetone, a chemical used in the processing
of synthetic drugs. The seizure was made by a special team of Bibinagar and Yadadri-Bhuvanagiri
police in Telangana after receiving information about the movement of a major drug consignment
towards Nagpur.

The arrested accused have been identified as Chetan Madhukar Meshram (49) and Akash Ashok
Gawande (31), both residents of Nagpur; Muvajmal Haq (25), a resident of Assam; and Upadrashtra
Raman Murthy (65), a resident of Hyderabad.

Police are now intensifying their investigation to identify the intended recipients of the consignment in
Nagpur and establish the financial and logistical network behind the operation.

Drug consignment intercepted before it could reach Nagpur

According to the investigation, the drug consignment originated from a laboratory located at Vetukuri
in Telangana, where MD was allegedly being manufactured on a large scale.

Raman Murthy is suspected of being responsible for the laboratory, while investigators suspect that
Chetan Meshram and his associates were involved in arranging the movement of the manufactured
drug.

Police suspect that a substantial quantity of MD was prepared at the facility between August 5 and 7,
following which arrangements were made to transport the finished product towards Nagpur.


https://www.nagpurtoday.in/rs-54-crore-md-consignment-bound-for-nagpur-seized-in-telangana-4-arrested/

Meshram allegedly travelled from Nagpur to the Kondamadugu area of Telangana in an SUV along
with his driver, Akash Gawande, to collect the consignment. Acting on intelligence inputs, the police
began monitoring the movement of the vehicle.

A special team subsequently intercepted the SUV in the Kondamadugu area.

The search of the vehicle resulted in the recovery of 27 kg of MD and approximately 40 kg of
acetone. The MD was estimated to be worth nearly ¥54 crore, according to the police.

The recovery immediately triggered an extensive investigation into the suspected Nagpur connection.
Nagpur names emerge during interrogation

Preliminary questioning of the arrested accused reportedly provided investigators with crucial leads
regarding the intended destination of the drug.

According to police, two persons identified as Chanda and Gopal had allegedly arranged for the MD
consignment to be brought to Nagpur through Chetan Meshram.

Both suspects are currently absconding, and Telangana Police have launched efforts to trace them.

Their arrest is expected to be crucial in establishing the chain connecting the alleged manufacturing
facility in Telangana with the drug distribution network in Nagpur.

Investigators are also trying to ascertain who was supposed to receive the consignment after its
arrival in the city and how the 27 kg of MD was to be distributed.

Rs 54 crore consignment raises questions over Nagpur’s drug network

The sheer quantity of MD seized has prompted investigators to look beyond an isolated trafficking
operation.

A consignment of 27 kg of mephedrone, valued at approximately Rs 54 crore, indicates a well-
organised operation involving manufacturing, transportation, financing and distribution, investigators
suspect.

The police are now examining whether the seized consignment was part of a larger, established
supply chain operating between Telangana and Nagpur.

The investigation is also focusing on whether the accused had been involved in transporting similar
consignments in the past.

Investigators are scrutinising the accused persons’ mobile phones, call records, digital
communications, financial transactions, bank accounts and previous movements to identify their
associates and determine the scale of the suspected network.

10



The possibility of other suppliers, distributors and local-level dealers operating in Nagpur and other
parts of Vidarbha is also being examined.

Chetan Meshram’s previous criminal record under scanner
The investigation has also brought Chetan Meshram’s previous criminal record into focus.

In January 2021, Jaripatka Police had allegedly arrested Meshram with two pistols and four
cartridges.

His alleged involvement in the present drug case has prompted investigators to revisit his earlier
criminal activities, contacts and associates.

Police are now examining whether his previous network had any connection with the suspected drug
operation and whether he had been involved in other illegal activities linked to organised crime.

Who was to receive the MD in Nagpur?

The biggest question confronting investigators is the intended destination of the massive
consignment after it reached Nagpur.

Who were the intended buyers? Who financed the operation? Who arranged the transportation from
Telangana? And, most importantly, who is controlling the larger drug distribution network allegedly
connected to Nagpur?

The answers are expected to emerge after the arrest of the absconding suspects and a detailed
analysis of the financial and communication trails.

Investigators are also likely to question the arrested accused about previous consignments and
identify the people who allegedly received or distributed MD in Nagpur and surrounding districts.

Nagpur agencies likely to step up scrutiny
The Telangana seizure has put the spotlight firmly on Nagpur’s suspected synthetic drug network.

With the consignment intercepted before reaching the city, investigators are now attempting to
determine whether Nagpur was merely the destination for this particular shipment or whether the city
has emerged as an important distribution hub for MD supplied from outside Maharashtra.

The role of the two absconding suspects, Chanda and Gopal, is expected to be particularly
significant.

Their arrest could potentially reveal the names of additional suppliers, financiers, transporters and
local distributors.

11



Peddler Detained at HCU; 2 Students Test Positive for Ganja

@ deccanchronicle.com/southern-states/telangana/peddler-detained-at-hcu-2-students-test-positive-for-ganja-1978545

DC Correspondent August 12, 2026

Hyderabad: The sleuths of EAGLE Team conducted raids at Hyderabad Central University (HCU)
and detained a peddler for bringing ganja from Assam and selling it to students. Seventeen students

tested positive for ganja.

Following information that a few students were allegedly indulging in consumption of ganja, the
EAGLE team carried out raids in the morning. The team conducted a ganja test to two dozen
students and of them two tested positive.

The team is collecting more details from the peddler to know the modus operandi adopted in bringing
the contraband from Assam to Hyderabad.

12
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Key accused held in 51kg ganja seizure case

timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/kochi/key-accused-held-in-51kg-ganja-seizure-case/articleshow/133160204.cms

TNN August 11, 2026

Kochi: Police on Tuesday arrested one of the key accused who had been absconding after the
seizure of 51kg of ganja from a rented house at Vazhakkulam.The arrested person, Aslam Sheikh,
31, of Jalangi in West Bengal, was nabbed by Thadiyittaparambu police as part of Operation
Toofan.Police said Sheikh was part of a network supplying ganja to Perumbavoor and nearby areas.

He had lived in Ponjassery-Chembarakky area for around 15 years and allegedly acted as an
intermediary for transporting ganja from West Bengal by train. He had also rented the house from
which the contraband was seized.According to police, separate teams were involved in procuring the
ganja, transporting it by train and distributing it locally.Acting on the instructions of district police chief
K S Sudarshan, a special team traced Sheikh to Hukkara, under Jalangi police station. He was
staying in a remote village that was difficult for outsiders to access. The officers stayed in the area in
disguise before locating him.Sheikh allegedly tried to flee when the team moved in, but the officers
apprehended him. He was produced before a court and remanded in judicial custody.The special
team comprised inspector Arun Kumar, sub-inspector K A Noushad, assistant sub-inspector Sani
Thomas, senior civil police officer K S Anoop and civil police officers Robin Joy, P R Mithun and
Mohammed Noufal.Meanwhile, Kochi city police arrested an Odisha native with ganja as part of
inspections conducted under Operation Toofan. The accused, Soumya Prakash Nayak, 26, of
Gajapati, Odisha, was arrested near Kaloor Stadium with 1.97kg of ganja.Acting on a tip-off received
by city police commissioner Kaliraj Mahesh Kumar, the city Dansaf team, led by narcotics cell
assistant commissioner T D Sunil Kumar, arrested the accused.
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20k students in Trichy take pledge against drugs

TNN | Aug 12, 2026, 12.21 AM IST

Trichy: More than 21,000 students in Trichy district participated in
a mass pledge programme on Tuesday as part of the state govt's
campaign to create awareness about the dangers of drug abuse
and work towards a drug-free state.

The programme was conducted at 34 locations in the district as
part of a statewide initiative organised on the instructions of chief
minister C Joseph Vijay.

Awareness classes on drug eradication and marathon
competitions have been conducted in the nine districts of the
central region for the past few days. On Tuesday, officials, school
and college students and members of the public took the pledge
at 2,619 locations, including 660 govt offices, 842 govt and private schools, 201 colleges, 737 factories and other
institutions, and 179 public and other locations.

Also, as part of the programme, authorities destroyed 817.7kg of cannabis, 889 narcotic tablets and 34,760kg of
banned tobacco products seized in the nine districts. The destruction was carried out under the supervision of
central zone IG V Balakrishnan and in the presence of senior police officials from all nine districts.

14
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Drugs-Free Mumbai: Police remove 1,497 illegal structures in
July under special drive

----- mid-day.com/mumbai/mumbai-crime-news/article/drugs-free-mumbai-mumbai-police-remove-1497-illegal-structures-in-july-under-
special-drive-23644299

Samiullah Khan

The highest number of structure removals was reported from the North Region and Central Region,
with 480 structures removed in each area, police officials said

Officials said special attention was given to illegal structures located near educational institutions.
Pic/Special Arrangement

Mumbai Police removed 1,497 unauthorised structures and paan shops across the city in July as
part of the ongoing ‘Drugs-Free Mumbai’ campaign, officials said.

The crackdown is aimed at curbing illegal drug production, supply, smuggling and sales, with
particular attention being paid to areas around schools and colleges.
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Mumbai Crime: Anti-Narcotics Cell Arrests 49-Year-Old Man
With MD Worth ¥2.53 Crore In Kandivali East

[ﬂ freepressjournal.in/mumbai/mumbai-crime-anti-narcotics-cell-arrests-49-year-old-man-with-md-worth-253-crore-in-kandivali-east

Poonam Apraj August 11, 2026

Mumbai, August 11, 2026: The Bandra Unit of the Mumbai Crime Branch's Anti-Narcotics Cell
(ANC) has arrested a 49-year-old man for allegedly possessing and transporting mephedrone (MD)
for sale in Kandivali East.

Acting on a tip-off on August 11, the ANC team laid a trap near the Sai Dham/Dattani Park bus stop in
Gayatri Nagar, along the Western Express Highway, Kandivali East. Police detained Chandramani
Shivshankar Pandey, 49, at the public place while he was allegedly carrying the narcotic substance
for sale.

MD Worth Rs 2.53 Crore Seized

During a search, police recovered 1,015 grams of mephedrone (MD) from his possession. The seized
narcotic has an estimated value of approximately Rs 2.53 crore.

The accused was arrested, and a case has been registered under the relevant provisions of the
Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances (NDPS) Act. Further investigation is underway to
determine the source of the MD, its intended recipients and the wider supply network.

The action was carried out by the Bandra Unit team, led by Senior Police Inspector Vishal
Chandanshive, under the Anti-Narcotics Cell of the Mumbai Crime Branch.
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DRI uncovers another clandestine drug manufacturing unit in
Maharashtra

.'IE indiaeducationdiary.in/dri-uncovers-another-clandestine-drug-manufacturing-unit-in-maharashtra

iednewsdesk August 11, 2026

Seized Pill Pressing Machinery

Continuing its sustained crackdown on illicit manufacture and transnational trafficking of narcotic
drugs and psychotropic substances, the Directorate of Revenue Intelligence (DRI) has unearthed an
organised network involved in the clandestine manufacture, concealment and illegal export of
Tramadol Hydrochloride tablets, a scheduled psychotropic substance, to African countries. The week-
long intelligence-led operation resulted in the seizure of 1 lakh Tramadol Hydrochloride tablets, 1 lakh
Tapentadol tablets, machinery and raw materials used in the clandestine manufacture of psychotropic
substances, and the arrest of three key members of the syndicate.

On 02.08.26, in an intelligence led operation, the officers of DRI intercepted an export consignment at
the Mumbai Air Cargo Complex destined for Nigeria. The export consignment had been declared as
containing Pregabalin capsules — 300 mg. Detailed examination, however, resulted in the recovery
and seizure of 1 lakh Tramadol Hydrochloride tablets 250 mg (weighing approximately 25 kg) and 1
lakh Tapentadol tablets 200 mg (weighing approximately 20 kg), which had been concealed inside the
export consignment.
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The swift investigations by DRI exposed a well-organised supply chain operating across multiple
stages. The Tramadol tablets were clandestinely manufactured at a factory in Ambernath,
Maharashtra, and packed in plain cartons to conceal their identity. The consignments were thereafter
transported to a warehouse near the Mumbai Air Cargo Complex, where they were repacked in white
gunny bags and prepared for illegal export to Nigeria.

In a series of coordinated follow-up operations conducted over the week, DRI officers carried out
searches at multiple locations linked to the exporter, manufacturer, supplier, transporter and storage
warehouse. Searches at the manufacturing facility resulted in the seizure of tablet compression
machinery, besides substantial quantities of raw materials, to be used in the clandestine manufacture
of psychotropic substances. The operation culminated in the arrest of three key accused persons,
including the IEC holder/exporter, the supplier-cum-coordinator and the clandestine manufacturer of
the Tramadol tablets.

Tramadol and Tapentadol are synthetic opioid analgesics widely used under medical supervision for
the management of moderate to severe pain. Owing to their abuse potential and risk of dependence,
both medicines are subject to stringent regulatory controls. Tramadol has been notified as a
psychotropic substance under the Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances (NDPS) Act, 1985,
whereas Tapentadol, though not presently included in the Schedule to the NDPS Act, is strictly
regulated under the Drugs and Cosmetics Act and the rules made thereunder. The illicit manufacture,
diversion and trafficking of these medicines pose a serious public health concern and are frequently
linked to organised transnational drug trafficking networks

With this operation, DRI has effectively dismantled an organised network involved in the illicit
manufacture, storage, concealment and attempted export of psychotropic substances.
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Pharma firm’'s licences cancelled over illegal sale
of 9,000 codeine syrup bottles

Aug 12,2026, 12.24 AM IST
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Vadodara: The Food and Drug Control Administration (FDCA)
cancelled drug licences of a city-based pharmaceutical firm after
an investigation found that it allegedly used bogus purchase bills
and manipulated sales invoices to facilitate the illegal sale of 9,000
bottles of codeine-based cough syrup.

Action was taken against SD Pharma, operating from South-West
Central Mall on Sun Pharma Road. The firm, owned by Hardik
Shah, held licences GJ-VAD-257152 (Form 20B) and GJ-VAD-257153
(Form 21B), according to the FDCA.

During an investigation under the Drugs and Cosmetics Act, 1940,
officials found that the firm had shown the purchase of 9,000
bottles of Wiscof Syrup, a codeine-based formulation, from

Maharaj Ji Enterprise of Ghaziabad, Uttar Pradesh.

The FDCA said the purchase bill did not carry mandatory details such as the licence number, batch number or
expiry date and the purported supplier could not be contacted, leading officials to conclude that the bill was

fabricated.

The investigation also found that 1,440 bottles were ShO\ﬁ\/é’\ as sold to AJ Enterprise on Harni Road here, which the


https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/

FDCA found was a closed firm. Another 7,560 bottles were shown as sold to Pranshi Enterprise in Ahmedabad,
with officials alleging that the sales bill had been tampered with.

The FDCA issued a show-cause notice to the licence holder on July 15. His reply submitted on July 17 was found to
be unsatisfactory, after which the authority cancelled both licences with immediate effect through an order
dated July 23 stating that the firm was unfit to continue operating in the public interest.

The investigation was conducted by drug inspector H M Jepal under the supervision of Dr A H Zala, assistant
commissioner, FDCA, Vadodara.
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Fight against drugs: Punjab to train 21k teachers

Aug 11,2026, 10.51 PM IST

P

Chandigarh: In an effort to promote students’ mental wellbeing
and strengthen the fight against drug abuse, the Punjab govt has
launched a teachers’ awareness and training programme across
12 districts.

The initiative aims to equip more than 21,850 teachers with the
capacity and practical skills needed to identify early signs of
mental health concerns and drug abuse among students and to
intervene in time.

The drive started in Fazilka and Tarn Taran, where over 800
teachers participated in the workshops last week under the state
govt’s flagship anti-drug campaign, ‘Yudh Nashean Virudh'.

In January this year, a training programme was carried out for

principals and headmasters of senior secondary and high schools across nine districts. The training focused on
border districts of the state, which are especially vulnerable to the menace of substance use. This was followed by
a pilot teacher training programme in Amritsar, in which more than 2,800 educators participated. Over 75% of
participants reported feeling inspired to contribute towards creating a healthier school environment.

Based on the successes of these initiatives, the Bhagwant Mann govt has now launched a phased expansion of
the training module, starting with Fazilka, Tarn Taran, Ferozepur, Gurdaspur, Pathankot, Sri Muktsar Sahib,
Faridkot, Mohali, Ropar, Kapurthala, Ludhiana and Patiala.Punjab health minister Dr Balbir Singh said, “Every
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child who slips into the darkness of drugs is a child we could have reached earlier. Our teachers spend more time
with our children than most; they notice the silences, the absences, the changes no one else sees. The training
module is so designed that the teachers have a better idea of adolescent issues, their mental health and
emotional wellbeing.”

“The teachers will also be made aware of the risks associated with drug abuse. The training will enable them to
provide support as and when necessary. They will learn to recognise the early signs of distress and drug
vulnerability, to respond with compassion instead of punishment, and to connect struggling students to help
before it is too late,” he said.

“No child in Punjab should suffer in silence or be met with stigma. Under the Yudh Nashean Virudh campaign,
we are determined that they will be met with care and support,” the minister added.

The initiative is a cross-departmental undertaking, with the Directorate of State Council of Educational Research
and Training (SCERT) ensuring implementation in conjunction with the department of social security and
women and child development.

The state's Data Intelligence and Technical Support Unit (DITSU), which leads the comprehensive response

against substance use, will provide implementation support, develop training material and ensure quality
assurance throughout the campaign.

Nodal officers have been identified at the district level to ensure all senior secondary and high school teachers
can participate in and benefit from the sessions.
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The sessions are being conducted with support from the Nasha Mukt Bharat Abhiyan and the National Action
Plan for Drug Demand Reduction.

The one-day awareness-cum-capacity-building sessions will be conducted in over 500 batches across the 12

districts in a phased manner starting August 2026, and will be delivered by expert resource persons through a
psychosocial lens on the issue of substance use.

To ensure that the learnings translate into classroom practice, every teacher will take a pledge to be a sentry
between their students and drugs and conduct activities with students in the weeks following the training. The

programme’s reach and effectiveness will be tracked through participant feedback and a structured monitoring
framework, said the minister.
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Rajasthan Police Net Over 1,100 Drug Peddlers in Massive
Three-Week Sweep

jaipurtimes.org/article/10500/rajasthan-police-net-over-1-100-drug-peddlers-in-massive-three-week-sweep

The Jaipur Times August 11, 2026

A statewide anti-narcotics operation has led to the seizure of nearly 10,000 kilograms of illicit
substances and the arrest of over 1,100 suspects in just twenty days.

Jaipur, August 11. The Rajasthan Police have launched a rigorous statewide crackdown on
narcotics trafficking, resulting in the apprehension of 1,158 individuals involved in the illegal drug
trade within the first twenty days of a month-long special campaign. Initiated on July 20 under the
directives of Chief Minister Bhajanlal Sharma, the operation aims to dismantle the supply chains and
distribution networks fueling substance abuse across the state.

Official records indicate that law enforcement agencies have registered 848 cases under the Narcotic
Drugs and Psychotropic Substances Act. During these operations, authorities successfully
confiscated over 9,750 kilograms of contraband, including opium, poppy husk, cannabis, heroin, and
MDMA. The campaign, which is scheduled to conclude on August 20, focuses heavily on targeting
large-scale traffickers and commercial-quantity smuggling operations.

Director General of Police Rajiv Kumar Sharma stated that the initiative is part of a broader strategy
to curb organized crime, cyber fraud, and offenses against women. The Bikaner range has reported
the highest activity, with 273 arrests made across 206 registered cases. Other regions, including
Udaipur, Ajmer, and the Jaipur Commissionerate, have also seen significant enforcement actions as
police intensify their efforts to track the origins of these illicit shipments.

Beyond narcotics, the police have expanded their reach to include hardcore criminals and cyber
offenders. Authorities have identified over 2,000 habitual offenders, leading to the arrest of 1,624
individuals. In the realm of cyber security, police have successfully frozen over 82 million rupees
linked to fraudulent activities and facilitated the recovery of nearly 3 million rupees for victims.
Furthermore, the force has taken a firm stance against illegal mining, registering 650 cases during the
same period.

The operation also emphasizes public safety through extensive vehicle checks, with over 700,000
vehicles inspected at nearly 10,000 checkpoints. Traffic enforcement has been stringent, addressing
violations such as drunk driving and failure to use safety gear. Through community policing efforts,
including over 1,000 liaison group meetings, the police aim to foster public trust while ensuring that
the fear of law remains a deterrent for criminal elements across Rajasthan.
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Drug seizures in J&K drop to 4,977 kg in 2024, convictions rise

@ kashmirnewsobserver.com/top-stories/drug-seizures-in-jandk-drop-to-4-977-kg-in-2024-convictions-rise-kno-204 329

Raja Syed Rather

Srinagar, Aug 11 (KNO): Jammu and Kashmir recorded 4,977.21 kg of drug seizures in 2024, while
1,550 cases were registered under the Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances (NDPS) Act,
with 227 convictions and a conviction rate of 51.2 per cent, according to the latest NCRB data cited
by the Union Government in the Lok Sabha. The details were provided by Minister of State in the
Ministry of Home Affairs, Nityanand Rai, in a written reply to M K Raghavan and Adv Adoor Prakash.
As per the reply, accessed by the news agency—Kashmir News Observer (KNO), J&K recorded
17,192.409 kg of drug seizures in 2022, which declined to 11,358.528 kg in 2023 and further to
4,977.21 kg in 2024. The number of seizure cases stood at 300,776 in 2022, 158,776 in 2023 and
134,699 in 2024. The data further shows that 1,837 NDPS cases were registered in J&K in 2022, with
99 convictions and a conviction rate of 41.3 per cent. In 2023, 2,232 cases were registered, with 195
convictions and a conviction rate of 53 per cent. In 2024, the number of cases declined to 1,550,
while convictions increased to 227, with the conviction rate standing at 51.2 per cent. The Centre said
the latest NCRB data pertains to 2024 and covers State/UT-wise drug seizures, cases registered,
convictions and conviction rates under the NDPS Act for the period 2022-24. The data is collected
from States and UTs and duly validated and certified by the concerned authorities before publication.
The figures show that while the quantity of drugs seized in J&K declined considerably over the three-
year period, the number of convictions increased from 99 in 2022 to 227 in 2024, according to the
NCRB data. The reply also shows that 4,977.21 kg of drugs were seized in J&K in 2024 along with
552.800 litres of drug-related substances. The information was furnished by the Ministry of Home
Affairs in response to the Lok Sabha question concerning anti-narcotics campaigns and drives—
(KNO)
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Shimla cops freeze ¥2cr assets of Punjab-based drug kingpin

timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/chandigarh/shimla-cops-freeze-2cr-assets-of-punjab-based-drug-
kingpin/amp_articleshow/133164469.cms

The Times Of India August 11, 2026

Shimla: In a crackdown on a Punjab-based drug trafficking network, Shimla police have seized illegal
assets worth approximately X2 crore belonging to kingpin Karni Brar and his accomplices.

The seized property includes six vehicles, two commercial properties, a residential house, and
several bank balances as law enforcement shifts focus toward dismantling traffickers’ financial
infrastructure.

The investigation originated on June 20, when police arrested Bathinda resident Gopal Kumar with 16
grams of heroin at a homestay in Kanlog, Shimla. Subsequent leads led officers to Mohali, where
they arrested Gurvachan alias Guru and recovered 162 grams of heroin.

A joint operation in Bathinda resulted in the arrest of alleged kingpin Deepak Kumar alias Karni Brar.
Financial audits revealed over %50 lakh in bank transactions through his account within a six-month
period.

With this latest action, Shimla Police confirmed that the total value of illegal assets seized from drug
traffickers in Shimla district in 2026 has reached %6.38 crore.
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Pilot on Air India's Phuket-Delhi flight that dropped 300 feet
tests positive for marijuana: Sources

@ hindustantimes.com/india-news/pilot-on-air-india-phuket-delhi-flight-tests-positive-for-drugs-in-confirmatory-report-
101786451523921.html

Neha LM Tripathi, Chuen Chen Liu August 11, 2026

Updated on: Aug 12, 2026, 06:54:57 IST

By Neha LM Tripathi | Edited by Chuen Chen Liu

The pilot-in-command (PIC) of an Air India Phuket-Delhi flight that rapidly lost altitude last week,
causing injuries to 24 people, tested positive for a psychoactive substance during a post-flight
screening, people familiar with the developments said on Tuesday.

The pilot’s preliminary drug test had returned “non-negative”, a government release earlier said. “The
pilot in question has tested positive in the confirmatory test. He has tested positive for Marijuana,” an
official aware of the details in the report told HT.

On August 4, the Phuket-Delhi flight AI2379 dropped 300 feet in a sudden loss of altitude during
cruise, injuring 20 passengers and four crew members. An initial statement from Air India had cited
turbulence as the reason.

Soon after the incident, the aircraft, with 137 passengers and eight crew members on board,
stabilised and landed safely in Delhi.

The pilots have been off-rostered pending a probe. The incident was classified as a serious one and
is being investigated by the Aircraft Accident Investigation Bureau (AAIB).

As part of prescribed procedures, both pilots underwent a screening for psychoactive substances
after the flight landed in the Capital. The initial screening of the PIC had indicated a result requiring
confirmatory testing, following which the sample was sent to a designated laboratory.

“Pending investigation and completion of the prescribed process, both flight crew members have
been taken off roster by the DGCA. Further action, as appropriate, will be taken based on the
outcome of the investigation and confirmatory test results,” the civil aviation ministry earlier said.

Earlier, people familiar with the matter cited a preliminary defect report (PDR) prepared by the pilots
to suggest that the incident was preceded by multiple technical glitches, including an autopilot
disconnection.

Two persons aware of the matter said the pilots mentioned technical issues with the aircraft in the

PDR. “The PDR mentioned that the autopilot disconnected. It also mentioned a stall warning and a
flight control ECAM (Electronic Centralised Aircraft Monitor) message,” said one of these persons,

requesting anonymity.
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A second official said the matter “is being investigated considering all the angles including suspected
technical glitch.”

The airline’s spokesperson, however, did not comment on the development citing the ongoing probe.
“As the investigative process is ongoing, Air India cannot comment on any findings or observations
related to the investigation. We will continue to extend our full cooperation to relevant authorities as
required,” the spokesperson said.

On Wednesday, Civil aviation minister Ram Mohan Naidu Kinjarapu said two crew members who
suffered spinal injuries in the incident remained admitted at Fortis Hospital.

The AAIB is investigating the circumstances surrounding the occurrence, while the Directorate
General of Civil Aviation (DGCA) is responsible for regulatory action based on the outcome of the
investigation and the prescribed testing process.
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Uttarakhand STF offers cash rewards for citizen tips in
statewide war on drugs

ﬁ newindianexpress.com/india/2026/Aug/11/uttarakhand-stf-offers-cash-rewards-for-citizen-tips-in-statewide-war-on-drugs

Narendra Sethi August 11, 2026

The highest reward has been fixed for cocaine related information, with informants eligible to receive
up to Rs 2.40 lakh per kilogram. (Express lllustration)

DEHRADUN: Uttarakhand Police’s Special Task Force has decided to offer cash rewards to citizens
for credible information leading to the seizure of drugs, destruction of illegal crops or detection of
clandestine drug manufacturing units, as part of efforts to curb narcotics trafficking in the state.

Under the new reward scheme, informants providing actionable intelligence about narcotics
consignments, illegal drug production or factories will be eligible for payments based on the quantity
and purity of the substance recovered.

Their identities will be kept strictly confidential. The STF has sent detailed instructions to senior
superintendents and superintendents of police in all districts.

The highest reward has been fixed for cocaine related information, with informants eligible to receive
up to Rs 2.40 lakh per kilogram.

The maximum rate for heroin is Rs 1.20 lakh per kg, while information leading to seizures of
morphine, amphetamine or methamphetamine could fetch Rs 20,000 per kg.

The prescribed ceiling is Rs 10,000 per kg for hashish oil, Rs 6,000 for opium, Rs 2,000 for hashish
and Rs 600 for cannabis. Information resulting in the detection and destruction of illegal opium or
cannabis cultivation may attract a reward of up to Rs 10,000 per hectare.

Officials clarified that these are maximum rates. The actual payment will depend on stipulated
conditions, the quantity and purity of the contraband, the role of the informant or official, laboratory
test reports and approval by the competent authority.

The Inspector General of Police, Law and Order, can approve rewards of up to Rs 30,000 for police
personnel and Rs 60,000 for informants.

Rewards ranging from Rs 30,000 to Rs 1 lakh for officials and Rs 60,000 to Rs 2 lakh for informants
will require approval from a state-level committee. Higher amounts will be referred to the Central
Reward Committee.

“‘Rewards for police officers, personnel and informants will be determined in accordance with
Narcotics Control Bureau guidelines and laboratory reports establishing the prescribed purity of the
seized substance,” STF Senior Superintendent of Police Ajay Singh told TNIE.
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The STF has cautioned citizens against attempting to investigate suspicious premises, entering such
properties or confronting suspected traffickers. “Such action can place individuals in serious danger.
The safest course is to immediately share the information with the police,” officials said.

Singh said the STF had been conducting sustained operations against organised drug networks
across the state. Investigations have identified illegal drug manufacturing units in Pithoragarh,
Selaqui, Roorkee, Bhagwanpur and Kotdwar.

“Several successful operations have been launched on the basis of inputs received from informants,”
Singh said. “The reward scheme will encourage wider public participation and strengthen our
campaign against the illegal narcotics trade.”
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Punjab police recover heroin over 80kg from border districts

4 newsonair.gov.in/punjab-police-recover-heroin-worth-over-80kg-from-border-districts

News On AIR |

Punjab Police have recovered over 80-kilogram Heroin worth crores of rupees from the border
districts of Ferozepur and Amritsar from 10 accused in the last five days. The Anti-Narcotics Task
Force (ANTF) has today recovered a consignment of over 30 Kilogram of Heroin by busting a cross-
border narcotics smuggling module at Ferozepur and has apprehended three accused.

This is the second such consignment of over 30-kilogram Heroin which has been confiscated in
Punjab. Earlier, on August 8th, Punjab Police in joint operation with BSF has seized the same amount
of contraband from two accused in this border district of Ferozepur.

Similarly, on August 7th, five persons were arrested with 21 kilograms of Heroin from a border village
in Amritsar.

According to police sources, preliminary investigations reveal that these consignments were sent
from across the International Border by foreign-based drug smugglers through Drones which were
received by Indian smugglers for further transportation and distribution.

Besides these narcotics, a large number of arms and ammunition and a hand grenade have also
been recovered during these days.
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2 held with 274 grams heroin-like substance in Jammu, Samba

n= dailyexcelsior.com/2-held-with-274-grams-heroin-like-substance-in-jammu-samba

Daily Excelsior August 11, 2026

JAMMU, Aug 11: Two individuals were arrested and 274 grams of heroin-like substance was
recovered from their possession in separate operations in Jammu and Samba districts today, officials
said.

In Jammu district, they said a team of Miran Sahib Police Station recovered 262 grams of heroin
during investigation into FIR number 76/2026 registered under sections 8/21/22/29/60 of the NDPS
Act.

Officials said the recovery was made in the case involving Paramjeet Singh alias Sunny, a resident of
Ward Number 4, Simbal Camp, Miran Sahib.

They said the accused is a history-sheeter and habitual offender involved in more than 12 FIRs
relating to offences including attempt to murder, violations under the NDPS and Arms Acts, assault,
criminal trespass, criminal intimidation and obstruction of public servants.

The officials said that further investigation into the case is underway to establish the complete
narcotics supply chain, identify the source and destination of the contraband and trace other persons
involved in the drug network.

Meanwhile, a team of Vijaypur Police Station in Samba district arrested another alleged drug peddler,
identified as Ankush Sharma of Nandini Tallab Tillo, Jammu, during a naka checking operation near
17 Miles and recovered around 12 grams of heroin-like substance from his possession.

The accused was accordingly booked in case FIR number 142/2026 under sections 8/21/22/25 of the
NDPS Act registered at Police Station Vijaypur, with further investigation set into the motion.
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Narcotics worth Rs 3.2L seized; 1 held

timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/varanasi/narcotics-worth-rs-3-2I-seized-1-held/amp_articleshow/133163946.cms

TNN August 11, 2026

Varanasi: In a crackdown on illegal sale and trafficking of narcotic substances, Obra Police in
Sonbhadra arrested one Ritesh Jaiswal (23) and seized heroin, cough syrup and injections worth
Rs3.27 lakh.

Circle officer Obra Prabhat Rai said that the raid was conducted in Ravidas Nagar, Ward-1, Billi on
August 9. The police also seized 27.10 grams of heroin worth Rs2.75 lakh, 207 bottles of codishreen
syrup of 100 ml each valued at Rs 38,502, and 650 Avil injections valued at Rs14,397. The total
estimated value of the seized narcotics and other materials is Rs3,27,899.

Based on the arrest and recovery, a case was registered at Obra police station under section 8/21 of
the NDPS Act. Further legal proceedings are underway, said police.
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Two held with 5kg ganja

Aug 11,2026, 11.22 PM IST

Kanpur: Rawatpur police on Tuesday arrested two alleged drug
traffickers and recovered 5.477 kg of ganja during a checking drive
near Mama Talab in Maswanpur.

The accused were identified as Rajbhan Singh alias Shiva (26) and
Pankaj Kumar (27).
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According to police, the duo allegedly became nervous on
spotting the police team during the checking drive. A subsequent
search of their vehicles led to the recovery of 5.477 kg of ganja
from their possession.

Police said the seized contraband was confiscated and both

accused were arrested on the spot.

A case has been registered against them under provisions of the Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances
(NDPS) Act.

Police added that efforts are underway to trace the source of the contraband and identify other members of the
network allegedly linked to the accused.
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&= jagran.com/haryana/ambala-haryana-fights-drug-trafficking-asset-seizure-network-bust-40336852.html

Deepak Behal August 11, 2026
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31 amarujala.com/haryana/palwal/eight-drug-peddlers-hideouts-raided-palwal-news-c-25-1-mwt1001-114493-2026-08-12

R JSTel R August 11, 2026
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&= jagran.com/delhi/new-delhi-city-delhi-police-busts-ganja-smuggler-posing-as-ice-cream-vendor-40337553.html

Mohammed Sagib August 11, 2026
Updated: Tue, 11 Aug 2026 10:35 PM (IST)
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feapM W gl fedadt, fRwER

-4 patrika.com/gwalior-news/consignment-of-narcotics-arriving-from-delhi-highest-demand-among-youth-20824212

Astha Awasthi August 11, 2026
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Lucknow News: BT A @l =1 9 g3 I8 ®I WUY

31 amarujala.com/lucknow/students-took-a-pledge-to-stay-away-from-drugs-lucknow-news-c-13-1-lko1028-1871887-2026-08-12

RS SR August 11, 2026

TGS &R Updated Wed, 12 Aug 2026 02:33 AM IST
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Odisha Deputy CM Warns Fertiliser Dealers Over Ganja
Cultivation

H pragativadi.com/odisha-deputy-cm-warns-fertiliser-dealers-over-ganja-cultivation

Yajati Rout August 11, 2026

Odisha Deputy Chief Minister and Agriculture & Farmers’ Empowerment and Energy Minister Kanak
Vardhan Singh Deo on Tuesday issued a stern warning to fertiliser dealers, cautioning them against
supplying agricultural inputs for illegal ganja cultivation.

Speaking to reporters, Singh Deo said fertilisers are meant to support farmers in legitimate
agricultural practices, not to aid the narcotics trade. “It has come to light that some fertiliser dealers
are supplying fertilisers for marijuana cultivation, and action will be taken against those found
involved,” he stated.

The warning comes amid allegations that fertilisers intended for crop production are being diverted to
ganja fields. Singh Deo emphasised that the government has taken serious note of the issue and will
initiate strict punitive measures against violators.

The move underscores Odisha’s broader efforts to curb narcotics cultivation and safeguard
agricultural resources for genuine farmers.
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Odisha Police urge people to shun ganja cultivation, take up
cash crops

@ theprint.in/india/odisha-police-urge-people-to-shun-ganja-cultivation-take-up-cash-crops/3011448

PTI August 11, 2026

Berhampur (Odisha), Aug 11 (PTI) After cracking down on ganja smuggling in Adava and R Udayagiri
areas of Gajapati district, Odisha Police has launched an awareness drive appealing to people,
especially tribal communities, to refrain from cannabis cultivation and take up cash crops as an
alternative livelihood option.

Police have also sought help from panchayat representatives to curb cannabis cultivation in the area
and make Gajapati ganja-free, officials said on Tuesday.

“Ganja cultivation generally starts in August and September in the remote areas of the region. In a bid
to check this illegal practice, we have launched an awareness drive urging people not to indulge in
illegal cultivation,” said Rakesh Kumar Sahoo, Sub-Divisional Police Officer (SDPO), R Udayagiri.

“The objective of our multi-disciplinary mission is to ensure zero cannabis cultivation in the region,”
Sahoo said.

He said meetings had already been conducted in different areas under Adava and R Udayagiri police
limits and efforts were being made to hold such meetings in all panchayats.

Local sarpanches, samiti members and ward members participated in the meetings and extended
their support, he said.

“If anyone gets information about the cultivation, possession, stock or transportation of ganja in their
respective areas, they should immediately inform the police to crack down on the illegal practice,” he
said.

At the same time, police warned that anyone found knowingly suppressing such information could
face punishment under the Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances (NDPS) Act.

For alternative livelihoods, police have advised people to take up agriculture or horticulture.

Officials from the agriculture, horticulture, forest and banking departments also participated in the
meetings, suggesting cash crops such as cashew and maize and plantation of teak.

“In the meetings, we have advised the people not to fall prey if any outsiders or local mafia provoke
them to take up ganja cultivation,” he said.

The awareness drive assumes significance as ganja cultivation has been reported in vast areas in the
remote corners of the district.
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Last year, the Gajapati district administration destroyed around 2,500 acres of ganja plantations,
officials said.

Police also seized over 22 tonnes of ganja worth around Rs 22 crore in the last six months. A total of
18 drug smugglers were arrested during the period, Sahoo said. PTI COR BBM BBM MNB
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290 grams of brown sugar seized in Bhubaneswar; 3 arrested
with luxury car

LZ odishatv.in/odisha/290-grams-of-brown-sugar-seized-in-bhubaneswar-3-arrested-with-luxury-car-12252675

Pragyan Paramita August 12, 2026

The Excise Department seized 290 grams of brown sugar and a luxury car
during a raid in Bhubaneswar on Tuesday while the contraband was
allegedly being transported to Khordha.

The Excise Department seized 290 grams of brown sugar and a luxury car during a raid in
Bhubaneswar on Tuesday while the contraband was allegedly being transported to Khordha. Three
persons have been arrested in connection with the incident.

The operation was carried out by the Bhubaneswar Range-1 Excise team near the Akhandalamani
Temple in BJB Nagar. Acting on secret information, the officials intercepted the car and conducted a
search. This led to the recovery of the contraband.

Excise Department Launches Probe

Following the seizure, the Excise Department launched an investigation into the recovered brown
sugar and the car. The three arrested accused are being interrogated as part of the probe.

Further investigation is underway to identify and bust the entire network. Efforts are also on to identify
others involved in the illegal trade.
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Ganja Trade Disguised as Betel Shops Cracked in
Bhubaneswar

H pragativadi.com/ganja-trade-disguised-as-betel-shops-cracked-in-bhubaneswar

Itishree Sethy August 10, 2026

The Special Squad of Bhubaneswar Police raided several betel shops and stalls near educational
and commercial hubs, uncovering large quantities of ganja packets and ganja-mixed cigarettes.

The raids were carried out in Patia, Jagamara and adjoining areas under Infocity police limits. Acting
on suspicion that betel shops were being used as fronts for drug sales, police teams, accompanied
by sniffer dogs, conducted surprise inspections.

Investigators found ganja concealed among regular items like pan, tobacco, chewing gum and water
bottles. The seized material is suspected to have been sold to students and youth, raising concerns
about its spread in sensitive zones.

Police officers personally searched stalls and shops, recovering hidden packets from cupboards,
boxes and corners. Similar raids in Jagamara also yielded significant seizures.

Officials said the operation is part of the capital’s anti-drug campaign, aimed at making Bhubaneswar
“nisha-mukt.” The scale of recovery suggests a well-organized network, and samples have been sent
for forensic testing.

Authorities confirmed that strict legal action will follow against those involved. Regular raids and
surveillance will continue, with police urging citizens to report suspicious activities immediately.

53


https://pragativadi.com/ganja-trade-disguised-as-betel-shops-cracked-in-bhubaneswar/

Massive ganja haul in Odisha’s Gajapati; contraband worth
over Rs 20 lakh seized

LZ odishatv.in/odisha/massive-ganja-haul-in-odishas-gajapati-contraband-worth-over-rs-20-lakh-seized-12252534

Pragyan Paramita August 12, 2026

Around two quintals of ganja were seized from a forest area under Adava
police station limits in Odisha's Gajapati district on Tuesday. According to
reports, police received the information that the contraband was being
stored inside a dense forest.

Around two quintals of ganja were seized from a forest area under Adava police station limits in
Odisha's Gajapati district on Tuesday. According to reports, police received the information that the
contraband was being stored in a thatched hut located inside a dense forest.

Ganja Worth Over Rs 20 Lakh Seized

Acting on the tip-off, Adava police along with DVF personnel conducted a raid in the forest near
Dekabandh village under Keshriguda panchayat. During the operation, officials recovered around two
quintals of ganja packed in eight sacks.

The estimated value of the seized ganja is reportedly more than Rs 20 lakh. Reports suggested that
the contraband was allegedly being concealed in the forest instead of the village due to fear of police
action before being smuggled to other states.

Probe Underway

Following the seizure, police launched an investigation to identify those allegedly involved in the
illegal trade.

A case has been registered in connection with the incident, and further investigation is underway,
police officials said.
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Bihar News : TR ®1 T¥®H] BT TIAT & IAT TSRT? ¥ AN A
UgH Y61 BRIS 3N IS Bt Wy

&= jagran.com/bihar/samastipur-shahpur-patori-drug-trafficking-rises-heroin-ganja-seized-40336931.html

Mukesh Kumar August 11, 2026

Updated: Tue, 11 Aug 2026 02:03 PM (IST)
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E indiatv.in/india/national/odisha-sonepur-over-12-quintals-of-cannabis-ganja-worth-rs-13-crore-seized-driver-fled-abandoning-truck-
2026-08-11-1236689

Subhash Kumar August 11, 2026
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