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News Summary



News Summary
NCB

e Delhi: NCB busts drug trafficking network involving illegally overstaying
foreign nationals.
e West Bengal (Siliguri): NCB arrests couple with brown sugar in Siliguri’s

Salugara; ¥71,000 cash and vehicle seized.
Heroin Trafficking

e Mizoram (Khawzawl): 1.28 kg heroin seized in cases; 17 arrests.

e Rajasthan (Uniara): 10.85 g smack seized; 3 arrested.
Synthetic Drugs (MD/MDMA) Trafficking

e Maharashtra (Nhava Sheva): 55 kg methamphetamine seized; 2 arrested.
e Kerala (Neyyattinkara): 125 g MDMA seized; 4 arrested.

e Karnataka (Bengaluru): 20 g MDMA seized in separate cases; 6 arrested.
Ganja Trafficking

e Bihar (Khagaria): 62 kg ganja seized; 3 arrested.

e Bihar (Araria): 30 kg ganja seized; 2 arrested.

e Jharkhand (Dhanbad): 44 kg ganja seized; 2 arrested.

e Uttarakhand (Ramnagar): 27 kg ganja seized; 1 arrested.

e Karnataka (Bengaluru): 25.37 kg ganja and 7 g hydro ganja seized; 6

arrested.
Charas / Hashish Trafficking

e Maharashtra (Mumbai): 10 kg charas seized ; 1 arrested.

e Uttar Pradesh (Kanpur): Charas worth %15 crore seized; 2 arrested.
Opium / Poppy Straw Trafficking

e Jharkhand (Chatra): 985 g opium seized; 2 arrested.

e Jharkhand (Palamu): 508 g opium seized; 2 arrested.



Pharmaceutical / Codeine Misuse

e Tripura (Agartala): 55,626 bottles of codeine-based cough syrup seized; 3

arrested.

Convictions / Legal Action

Uttar Pradesh (Aligarh): Accused sentenced to 3.5 years’ imprisonment in a
diazepam case.

Uttar Pradesh (Ambedkar Nagar): 2 accused sentenced to 12 years’
imprisonment each in a ganja trafficking case.

Rajasthan (Neem Ka Thana): Accused sentenced to 10 years’ imprisonment

in a poppy straw trafficking case.

Emerging Modus Operandi

Methamphetamine concealed in a maize consignment near Nhava Sheva.
Codeine cough syrup concealed in iron drums filled with white powder and
transported as general goods via railway parcels.

WhatsApp used for procurement, PhonePe for payments and Google Maps
for concealed drug drops in the Odisha-Hyderabad network.

Ganja, charas and synthetic drugs transported in cars and other vehicles

during interstate movement.

Key Trends

Synthetic drugs remain prominent, with major methamphetamine and MDMA
seizures across Maharashtra, Kerala, Delhi, Gujarat and Karnataka.

Large ganja consignments continue across Odisha, Bihar, Jharkhand,
Uttarakhand and Karnataka.

Inter-state and cross-border networks remain active, including links with
Nepal, Punjab, Odisha and Bengaluru.

Concealment methods are evolving, involving commercial cargo, railway

parcels and digital location-based drops.
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NCB’s Op Trinetra to
target overstaying
foreigners in city

Rajshekhar.Jha@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Narcotics Control Bureau
(NCB) will begin a fortnight-long drive to
crack downonforeigners whoareoversta-
ying and engaging in illicit activities in
Delhi. Named Operation Trinetra, the
move comes amid a series of recent opera-
tions in Delhi-NCR thatled tothe arrest of
several foreigners allegedly operating
narcotics networks while staying in the
country after their visas had expired.

The operation will kick off in the first
week of Septincoordination with state poli-
ce forces and immigration authorities, and
focus on intelligence-based verification of
suspected overstayers, examination of the-
ir immigration status and links to organi-
sed drug cartels. “The initiative forms part
of NCB's broader network-centric appro-
ach to disrupt the individuals, facilitators
and support systems sustaining organised
and transnational drug trafficking in the
country,” said an agericy spokesperson.



NCB cited multiple raids in south
Delhi, Gurgaon and other areas in the
past one month as one of the triggers be-
hind the drive. On July 18, NCB and UP-
STF raided a compound in Raju Park,
Khanpur, and seized 5kg of amphetami-
ne. A Nigerian was arrested. Investiga-
tors found he overstayed after his medi-
cal visaexpired inJune 2023 and was also
wanted in a Rs 68-lakh cyberfraud case.

The investigation led to a raid at
Hans Enclave in Gurgaon on July 21,
where officers recovered 9.7kg of amp-
hetamine and 67.8kg of pseudoephedri-
ne, and arrested another Nigerian who-
se medical attendant visa expired in Ju-
ne 2015. From another raid in Mehrauli
on Aug 3, 318 grams of cocaine and six
grams of heroin were seized and two Ni-
gerians were arrested. Both were resi-
ding illegally for more than 13 years.

The overall haul was valued at aro-
und Rs15 crore, NCB said.



NCB arrests couple with brown sugar in Siliguri’s Salugara;
¥71,000 cash and vehicle seized

siliguritimes.com/ncb-arrests-couple-with-brown-sugar-in-siliguris-salugara-71000-cash-and-vehicle-seized

Siliguri Times August 18, 2026

Siliguri, 18th August: The Siliguri Unit of the Narcotics Control Bureau (NCB) arrested a
couple with brown sugar during an anti-narcotics operation in the Salugara area of Siliguri on
Tuesday.

The arrested individuals have been identified as Nisha Rai and her husband Cheten Bhutia.
During the operation, the NCB also seized ¥71,000 in cash and a black SUV.

According to NCB sources, Nisha Rai and Cheten Bhutia were allegedly involved in
transporting brown sugar from Siliguri to Sikkim for further distribution and sale. The agency
had reportedly been monitoring their activities for some time.

Based on specific information, an NCB team, with assistance from Bhakti Nagar Police
Station, conducted an operation in the Salugara area near the Army camp on Tuesday. During
the operation, the team stopped a vehicle under suspicious circumstances and conducted a
search.

A packet containing brown sugar was allegedly recovered from a concealed compartment
inside the vehicle’s bonnet. The team subsequently searched Nisha Rai’s bag and recovered
71,000 in cash.

The NCB arrested both Nisha Rai and Cheten Bhutia on charges related to drug trafficking and
seized the brown sugar, cash and vehicle.

The agency is now investigating the alleged supply network and working to identify others
who may be connected to the operation.

The two arrested accused are scheduled to be produced before a Siliguri court on Wednesday
under the Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances (NDPS) Act.


https://siliguritimes.com/ncb-arrests-couple-with-brown-sugar-in-siliguris-salugara-%E2%82%B971000-cash-and-vehicle-seized/
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Nigerian agency destroys N301bn worth of illicit drugs in
Lagos

ARA apanews.net/nigerian-agency-destroys-n301bn-worth-of-illicit-drugs-in-lagos

APA - Lagos (Nigeria) Ikeh August 18, 2026

Nigeria’s National Drug Law Enforcement Agency (NDLEA) has publicly destroyed 329,865.585
Kilogrammes of assorted illicit drugs.

The illicit drugs with an estimated street value of N301 billion were destroyed on Monday in Lagos,
following a court-ordered exercise.

According to the statement by the NDLEA spokesperson, Mr Femi Babafemi on Monday in Abuja, the
exercise conducted pursuant to orders of the Federal High Court, Lagos Judicial Division, disposed of
uncontested concluded cases and abandoned seizures.

Speaking at the event, the NDLEA Chairman, retired, Brig.-Gen. Buba Marwa described the exercise
as a bold demonstration of Nigeria’s resolve to protect her people and deny criminal enterprises the
resources they needed to thrive.

Marwa noted that behind every kilogramme of narcotics destroyed laid a story of a young life at risk, a
family torn apart by addiction and communities endangered by drug-related crime and impaired
driving.

According to him, of the total consignment, 246,864.535 kilogrammes were seized by the Lagos
Strategic Command of the Agency between April 2025 and May 2026 and that 83,001.05
kilogrammes came from the Murtala Muhammed International Airport (MMIA), Tincan and Apapa


https://apanews.net/nigerian-agency-destroys-n301bn-worth-of-illicit-drugs-in-lagos/

strategic commands, as well as the Marine command and a Special Operations Unit, all operating
within Lagos.

Marwa said that the destroyed illicit drugs comprised mainly cocaine, heroin, methamphetamine,
cannabis of different strains including Canadian Loud and skunk, Ephedrine, Tramadol, Codeine
syrup and other opioids, as well as Khat leaf.

The NDLEA boss said that the destroyed consignment represented more than the elimination of
contraband.

He stressed that illicit drugs weakened the labour force, raised healthcare costs, discouraged
investment and drained public resources that should go into education, healthcare and infrastructure.

He added that every consignment intercepted by the agency saved the country billions of naira in
potential losses linked to addiction, crime and social dislocation.

Marwa also linked the trade in illicit drugs to Nigeria’'s broader security challenges, noting that drug
trafficking helped fund organised crime, terrorism and violent extremism globally.

He said that by seizing and destroying such substances, the agency was strengthening the country’s
national security architecture.



Nigeria influencer arrested after seizure of cocaine worth $28m
destined for the UK

== bbc.com/news/articles/c1e155428qyo

Simi Jolaoso August 18, 2026
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A Nigerian social media influencer suspected of links to a global drug trafficking network has been
arrested after the authorities seized cocaine worth nearly $28m (£21m) destined for the UK.

Afolabi Kazeem Micheal was detained at an airport in Lagos last week as he prepared to board a
flight to Paris, Nigeria's drug enforcement agency said.

The 49-year-old, known as "KC Luxury" to his 700,000 Instagram followers, presented himself online
as a businessman dealing in gold and luxury goods.

Officials allege he was the Nigerian "arrowhead" of a cartel trafficking cocaine from South America
through Nigeria to Europe and Asia. Micheal has not commented on the allegations or been charged
in court.

The National Drug Law Enforcement Agency (NDLEA) said 184.5kg of cocaine was found concealed
in brown boxes at a courier facility in Lagos on Monday 3 August.

The agency said it was being exported by an international trafficking network that for years had used
Nigeria as a transit hub to move drugs to the UK, other parts of Europe and to Asia.

Micheal was arrested 10 days later at Lagos's Murtala Mohammed International Airport as he
attempted to leave the country on a business-class flight to the French capital.

"Upon credible intelligence that he intended to flee the country... our operatives moved decisively and
apprehended him at the boarding gate... just as he attempted to escape the reach of the law," the
head of the NDLEA, General Buba Marwa, said.


https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c1e155428qyo

Micheal was carrying more than $12,840 in cash in three currencies - euros, pounds and naira - as
well as expensive jewellery "consistent with the proceeds of his illicit trade" when he was arrested,
the agency said.

A second detained suspect, Lawal Mujab Kehinde, is alleged to have been a staff member of a
logistics company through which the cocaine was transported.

The NDLEA alleged the 33-year-old packaged cocaine for export and was paid in cash. Kehinde has
not commented on the allegations or been charged in court.

The agency said other suspected members of the network in the UK have also been arrested by
counterpart law enforcement agencies overseas.

The BBC is chasing the UK authorities for comment.

Marwa said the arrests demonstrated what could be achieved when international agencies worked
together and vowed to pursue other members of the network.

"We will track you to the departure gates if we must," he said at a news conference in Lagos.
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Mizoram: Khawzawl district authorities destroy drugs worth Rs
4.13 cr

@ theprint.in/india/mizoram-khawzawl-district-authorities-destroy-drugs-worth-rs-4-13-cr/3018376

PTI August 18, 2026

Aizawl, Aug 18 (PTI) District authorities of Mizoram’s Khawzawl on Tuesday
destroyed drugs worth more than Rs 4.13 crore, officials said. The drugs,
seized between April and June this year, comprised 1.97 kg of
methamphetamine valued at Rs 1.57 crore and 1.28 kg of heroin worth Rs
2.56 crore, they said. The seizures were linked [...]

Aizawl, Aug 18 (PTI) District authorities of Mizoram’s Khawzawl on Tuesday destroyed drugs worth
more than Rs 4.13 crore, officials said.

The drugs, seized between April and June this year, comprised 1.97 kg of methamphetamine valued
at Rs 1.57 crore and 1.28 kg of heroin worth Rs 2.56 crore, they said.

The seizures were linked to 15 cases registered at Khawzawl police station, in which 17 people were
arrested.

Speaking on the occasion, Khawzawl District Superintendent of Police F Lalbiakzauva highlighted the
cooperation between the police, Excise and Narcotics Department and civil society organisations,
including the Young Mizo Association (YMA) and Mizo Hmeichhe Insuihkhawm Pawl (MHIP), in
tackling the drug menace.

According to officials, Khawzawl Police have registered 26 cases under the Narcotic Drugs and
Psychotropic Substances (NDPS) Act, and arrested 39 people in drug-related cases this year.

The total value of drugs seized in Khawzawl district so far this year stood at Rs 18.53 crore, they
said.

The figures showed a sharp increase over 2025, when Khawzawl Police registered 12 NDPS cases
and seized drugs worth Rs 2.36 crore. PTI CORR ACD
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Rs 6.54-Crore Phensedyl Seizure at Agartala: Tripura Crime
Branch Arrests Three Accused from Kolkata

northeasttoday.in/northeast/rs-6-54-crore-phensedyl-seizure-at-agartala-tripura-crime-branch-arrests-three-accused-from-kolkata

North East Today August 18, 2026

Agartala, August 19, 2026: The Crime Branch has arrested three persons from Kolkata in
connection with the seizure of a large consignment of Phensedyl cough syrup at Agartala Railway
Station. Two of the accused, identified as Sanjay Yadav and Ranojoy Kumar, have already been
brought to Agartala, while the third accused, Chandan Ojha, was brought to the state later this
afternoon. Police sources said another Crime Branch team escorted Ojha.

Shopping For Authentic South Asian Apparel

The arrests are linked to the major seizure made at Agartala Railway Station in early July, when
officials recovered more than 55,000 bottles of codeine-based cough syrup allegedly intended for
illegal trafficking.

According to officials, the Directorate of Revenue Intelligence (DRI), in a joint operation with Assam
Rifles and other agencies, seized 55,626 bottles of 100 ml each of E-SKuf and Fairdyl cough syrup,
valued at approximately Rs 6.54 crore in the illicit market.

The contraband was concealed inside 80 of 89 iron drums loaded in railway parcel van VPH No. NR
094527, which had been booked from Katihar to Agartala as general goods under PW Bill No.
198284 dated June 25, 2026. The parcel van arrived at Agartala on June 30 and was subsequently
placed on Line No. 13 for unloading.

Acting on specific intelligence, a joint team comprising DRI, RPF, SIB, RPSF, Assam Rifles and
railway officials examined the consignment on July 1. During the search, 80 drums were found
containing white powder concealing the cough syrup bottles, while the remaining nine contained only
the powder. The seizure operation continued overnight and concluded around 7 a.m. on July 2.

The DRI had earlier arrested Subrata Deb, 34, manager of B.K. Enterprise, who allegedly arrived at
the station to receive the consignment. Officials said the parcel records named Chandan Barman of
Agartala as the consignor.

With the latest arrests, investigators are now focusing on identifying the wider network involved in
transporting and distributing the codeine-based cough syrup. Further investigation is underway.
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Six drug peddlers arrested in separate drug cases across
city;narcotics worth Rs.29.88 lakh seized

countryandpolitics.in/2026/08/18/six-drug-peddlers-arrested-in-separate-drug-cases-across-citynarcotics-worth-rs-29-88-lakh-
seized

By Vipin Gaur August 18, 2026

w

Bengaluru
City Police

Bengaluru police have arrested six persons,including three from other states,in separate operations
conducted by Bommanahalli,City Market,D.J.Halli and Byappanahalli police,seizing 25.37 kg of
ganja,20 grams of MDMA and 7 grams of hydro ganja.

The seized narcotic substances have an estimated value of Rs.14.94 lakh,while their market value is
pegged at Rs.29.88 lakh.

Acting on credible information received from informants on different dates about the sale of narcotic
substances within their respective jurisdictions, police registered cases under the NDPS Act and
conducted raids at the identified locations.

Six accused persons were apprehended in the separate cases.Three of them are from other
states,while the remaining three are local residents.
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According to police,during interrogation,the accused allegedly confessed to procuring narcotic
substances at lower prices from unidentified suppliers within and outside Karnataka and selling them
at higher prices to members of the public and college students.

Police station-wise seizures:

Bommanahalli police station officers seized-11.37 kg ganja worth of Rs.11.38 lakh.
City Market police station officers seized -14 kg ganja, worth of Rs.14 lakh.

D.J.Halli police station officers seized -20 gm MDMA, worth of Rs.4 lakhs.
Byappanahalli police station officers seized-7 gm hydro ganja,worth of Rs.50,000.
Totally 25.37 kg ganja,20 gm MDMA,7 gm hydro ganja Worth of Rs.29.88 lakh seized.

Police are now attempting to identify and trace the alleged suppliers who provided the narcotics to the
arrested persons.Further investigation is underway.

All six accused were produced before the court on different dates and were subsequently remanded
to judicial custody.
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EAGLE Force arrests six in Odisha-Hyderabad drug network

@ telanganatoday.com/eagle-force-arrests-six-in-odisha-hyderabad-drug-network

Telangana Today August 18, 2026

The EAGLE Force arrested six persons for allegedly operating a drug supply network between
Odisha and Hyderabad and apprehended 100 consumers, including seven students. Officials said 80
consumers tested positive for drugs, while 38 were sent for de-addiction

Hyderabad: The EAGLE Force has arrested six persons in connection with a drug supply network
operating between Odisha and Hyderabad, while apprehending 100 consumers, including seven
students.

Sandeep Shandilya, Director, EAGLE Force, said that the investigation began after the arrest of
Satya Avinash, 27, a Kukatpally hostel resident, for allegedly selling MDMA and LSD.

“During questioning, he tested positive for ganja and revealed that he procured the drug through
WhatsApp, made payments through PhonePe and received Google Map locations indicating where
the contraband had been hidden,” said the official.

Based on the information, an operation was launched during the intervening night of August 12 and
13 with support from the Task Force and Hyderabad Narcotics Enforcement Wing (HNEW). The
arrested suspects include Sanjya Mari, Kamesh Mari, Dambu Khora, Anasu Khara and Sethi Rakesh.
Sanjya Mari was arrested at Upper Karabada Chandaka, Pottangi, in Koraput district. One of the six
was a juvenile and was served notice and released.

Of the 100 consumers apprehended, 80 tested positive for drugs and 38 were sent for de-addiction
on the orders of a magistrate. The remaining 42 are expected to be sent to de-addiction centres
shortly. Officials said the other 125 identified consumers would also be dealt with and monitored for
rehabilitation.
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Woman, son among four arrested for MDMA smuggling in
Kerala's Neyyattinkara; drug seized from car

m english.mathrubhumi.com/amp/news/crime/woman-son-among-four-arrested-for-mdma-smuggling-in-keralas-neyyattinkara-drug-
seized-from-car-lbdosku8

Anand P August 19, 2026

Thiruvananthapuram: Four people were arrested in Neyyattinkara for allegedly smuggling 125 grams
of MDMA from Bengaluru in a car, police said.

The arrested have been identified as Kiran, 33, from Eanchakkal; his mother Beena, 50; Sandhya,
18, from Tirunelveli in Tamil Nadu; and Akshay AS Nair, 26, from Thiruvananthapuram.

Police said the accused were allegedly transporting the synthetic drug from Bengaluru when they
were intercepted in Neyyattinkara.

Mobile phones belonging to all four accused were recovered during the operation, along with Rs
10,500 in cash, police said.

The latest seizure comes as authorities step up surveillance and enforcement measures ahead of the
Onam season, when police agencies traditionally intensify efforts against the movement and
distribution of narcotic substances.

On Monday, a joint operation by the Palakkad North Police and the District Anti-Narcotics Special
Action Force (DANSAF) led to the seizure of a large quantity of narcotic substances and the arrest of
three people at Olavakkode Junction.

According to the officials, the arrests were made as part of the Onam Special Drive launched to curb
drug trafficking. The arrested persons have been identified as Muhammad Nisil, a native of Kottayam,
and Karnataka natives Muhammad Azharudeen and his wife, B. Fathima.

The police seized nearly 1 kg of MDMA from the accused. Cocaine, brown sugar, LSD stamps and
hybrid ganja were also recovered during the operation.
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People urged to build a drug-free society

& thehansindia.com/amp/andhra-pradesh/people-urged-to-build-a-drug-free-society-1111179

The Hans India August 18, 2026

Vijayawada: The Roads and Buildings (R&B) Department organised a massive anti-drug awareness
rally in Vijayawada on Tuesday as part of the ‘Nasha Mukt Bharat Abhiyaan’ (NMBA) launched by the
Union Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment. R&B Engineer-in-Chief V Ramachandra flagged
off the rally at the Indira Gandhi Municipal Corporation Stadium. The rally proceeded through Benz
Circle before reaching the R&B Department HOD office.

Carrying placards and raising slogans, they appealed to the public to join the campaign for a drug-
free society. Speaking on the occasion, Ramachandra said the government was undertaking
awareness programmes across the country and the State to educate people about the harmful effects
of drugs. He warned that failure to curb the growing drug menace, particularly among youth, at an
early stage could cause irreparable damage to society. He called upon people to join hands in
building a drug-free society.

He urged people of all age groups to understand the adverse consequences of drug abuse and
spread awareness among those around them.

He also called for collective efforts to prevent drug consumption and the illegal trafficking of narcotic
substances. R&B Chief Engineer K Naveen said drug abuse had emerged as a serious threat to
society and stressed the need for concerted efforts to eradicate consumption and trafficking.
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The Surat link to US fentanyl crisis

Wil timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/the-surat-link-to-us-fentanyl-crisis/articleshow/133334449.cms

Paul John,Ashish Chauhan August 18, 2026

Just 2mg of fentanyl — an amount that can fit on a pencil tip — is enough to kill an adult. In Dec
2025, the latest month for which full data is available, over 70,000 drug overdose deaths occurred in
US, with authorities saying that “approximately 69% of all overdose deaths involved synthetic opioids,
overwhelmingly illicitly made fentanyl and its analogues”

It takes only two milligrams of fentanyl, an amount that can fit on the tip of a pencil, to kill an adult,
according to the US Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA). Fifty times more potent than heroin and
100 times more potent than morphine, fentanyl has become the leading cause of accidental death
among Americans aged 18 to 44. The scale of the crisis is reflected in the US Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention’s July release, which noted that “approximately 69% of all overdose deaths
involved synthetic opioids, overwhelmingly illicitly made fentanyl and its analogues”.As US cracks
down on illicit fentanyl use, the ripples have reached the distant shores of India’s western coast.
Enforcement action has extended to entities linked to the chemicals and pharmaceuticals hub of
Surat, with India being seen as filling a supply void created by China’s strict ban on the key
ingredients that go into fentanyl production.Yet fentanyl itself is not an illicit drug. Legally
manufactured fentanyl is essential to modern medicine, with uses ranging from severe pain
management and cancer care to anaesthesia and trauma treatment. It is tightly controlled in the US
and regulated under the Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances Act in India. India’s regulatory
framework, however, has been exploited by illicit actors sourcing chemicals for fentanyl production.

The Surat files

A Gujarat Anti-Terrorist Squad’s case from 2025 centres on Satishkumar Sutaria of Surat-based
Athos Chemicals. Investigators allege that Sutaria and associate Yukta Modi, now out on bail, forged
end-user certificates — the mandatory declarations designed to ensure dual-use chemicals reach
legitimate buyers — to obtain huge quantities of chemicals that go into to the making of
fentanyl.According to investigators, chemicals like N-Boc-4-piperidone, 4-Anilino-N-
phenethylpiperidine (ANPP), and N-Phenethyl-4-piperidone were routed to J&C Import, a
Guatemalan company allegedly linked to Mexican drug_trafficking cartel Sinaloa intermediary Jaime
Augusto Barrientos Camaz. One kilogram of N-Boc-4-piperidone can yield about 1.8kg of fentanyl,
enough for about 9 lakh lethal doses. Sutaria and Modi are accused of facilitating, among other
things, the procurement of 116kg of N-Boc-4-piperidone. This April, the US Treasury Department’s
Office of Foreign Assets Control (OFAC) imposed sanctions on Sutaria, Modi, and their associated
companies. But the Indian links don’t end there.A US federal case in Brooklyn has implicated another
Surat businessman, Bhavesh Lathia of Raxuter Chemicals, who pleaded guilty to distributing and
smuggling more than 50 pounds of precursor chemicals. Prosecutors said he brokered sales online
and knowingly mislabelled shipments as “Vitamin C” and “antacids” to slip past customs. He faces up
to 40 years in prison.For years, Mexican cartels sourced many of its precursor chemicals through

18


https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/the-surat-link-to-us-fentanyl-crisis/articleshow/133334449.cms
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/topic/drug-trafficking

China. But, investigators say, procurement networks increasingly turned to India as Beijing tightened
controls.Enforcement attention on Gujarat is explained by its position in India’s chemicals trade. The
state accounts for roughly 50% of the country’s chemical output across more than 5,000 chemical
units. It is also home to around 3,000 pharmaceutical units. Deep-water ports such as Mundra and
Pipavav provide direct maritime access to Central America, with India’s roughly $60-billion pharma
industry one of the world’s largest such ecosystems.lt is this ecosystem that unscrupulous actors
have used to drive illegal sales. “Customers may operate through intermediaries, distributors,
brokers, or multiple business entities. Documentation may appear complete, yet the actual end-use of
a chemical may not always be fully transparent,” said Dr Jaimin Vasa, president of Gujarat Chemical
Association. What raises red flags, he added, are “unusually large orders, purchase quantities
inconsistent with declared business activities, unusual urgency or unconventional payment
arrangements”.The US Intelligence Community’s 2025 Annual Threat Assessment ranks India second
only to China as a source of illicit fentanyl precursors and pill-pressing equipment. But the trail is
complex. The 2025 annual report of International Narcotics Control Board (INCB) logged four
European seizures of 1-Boc-4-piperidone in the second half of 2024, noting that “the substance
originated in India”.India responded in Jan 2025, bringing two fentanyl precursors, including 1-Boc-4-
piperidone, under stricter control through Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances Amendment
Order, 2025. The payoff was measurable: a coordinated interdiction using INCB’s pre-export
notification online system stopped three tonnes of the chemical from reaching illicit channels. The
board estimated that the shipment could have produced 1.4 to 3.3 tonnes of fentanyl, or somewhere
between 700 million and 1.6 billion potentially lethal doses.

Chinese, Afghan trigger

The geography of the trade changed dramatically on May 1, 2019, when China imposed class-wide
controls on finished fentanyl-related substances or analogues.The significance lay in the method.
Rather than banning substances one by one, China’s 2019 framework covers any compound that
meets defined structural criteria — including variants not yet seen on the market. That closed the
traffickers’ oldest workaround: altering the finished fentanyl molecule just enough to produce a potent
but unregulated analogue.Shut out at the finished-drug end, syndicates moved further back down the
synthesis chain. Rather than modifying the drug, rogue suppliers began modifying precursor building
blocks (pre-precursors) such as para-fluoro-Boc-4-AP and ortho-methyl-Boc-4-AP (BOC-X) —
chemicals that passed customs screening lawfully while still serving as effective inputs for the
production of fentanyl and fentanyl analogues.In mid-2024, China tightened controls further, placing
24 precursor chemicals under export licensing requirements. On July 20, 2025, Beijing brought 4-
piperidone and 1-Boc-4-piperidone under strict national control.Did it work? Researchers Chao Wang
and Nicholas Lassi of Zhejiang University’s Guanghua Law School argue it displaced the problem
rather than dismantling it. In “Combating illicit fentanyl: Will increased Chinese regulation generate a
public health crisis in India?”, they trace how sourcing migrated — citing DEA intelligence that
syndicates moved precursor procurement from China to India between Feb and March 2018, “likely
due in part to China’s regulation of ANPP and NPP”.A second shock reshaped the market at the
same time. The Taliban’s ban on opium poppy cultivation drove a 95% collapse in Afghan opium
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production, according to INCB, pushing demand harder towards synthetics. INCB has since flagged
the arrival of nitazenes — opioids up to 30 times more potent than fentanyl, now being sold as
“synthetic heroin”.

Regulatory route

Precursor control is where the two Asian giants take different paths. China regulates by chemical
class. India regulates by list — naming substances one by one, which means regulators must identify
each new compound after traffickers have already begun using it.India has been expanding that list
fast. On Jan 23, 2025, the department of revenue added 18 designer compounds under Schedule B
and C controls, including 4-piperidone, 1-Boc-4-piperidone. As of June 1, 2026, the national precursor
registry covers 46 scheduled substances. Scheduled substances are those whose production and
use is tightly controlled to prevent misuse.But the hardest chemicals to control are the ones legitimate
industry cannot function without. Aniline and propionyl chloride — both associated with the Gupta
synthesis pathway (see box) — are widely used in India’s dye, rubber and textile sectors, and remain
unscheduled for that reason.In June 2026, the Narcotics Control Bureau (NCB) responded by
introducing a Voluntary Code of Conduct built around a “watch-out list” of 82 high-risk but
unscheduled chemicals, including aniline, propionyl chloride and valerophenone.Releasing it in
Ahmedabad on June 16, NCB director-general Anurag Garg was candid about the limits of policing:
“While enforcement agencies play a critical role in interdiction and investigation, the fight against
synthetic drugs cannot be won through enforcement action alone.”

Join conversation

He said the chemicals industry had a crucial role to play, because those closest to the supply chain
are often best placed to spot the early signs of diversion: unusually large or suspicious orders,
abnormal purchasing or consumption patterns, and attempts to conceal a chemical’s intended end
use.Govt is seeking to strengthen that vigilance with technology. The PREP Portal, introduced under
its Vision Document on Drug Control (2026-2029), is designed to track dual-use chemicals through
India’s supply chains and flag potential diversion before consignments leave the country.For
investigators tracking the trade across continents, the devastation caused by illicit fentanyl is no
longer in question. The harder question is whether regulation can keep pace with the chemical supply
chains that sustain it. India’s chemical corridors are now central to that challenge.With inputs from
Parag Dave
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Man held with 38g mephedrone worth Rs 1.1L in Vatva

timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/ahmedabad/man-held-with-38g-mephedrone-worth-rs-1-1I-in-
vatva/amp_articleshow/133330667.cms

TNN August 18, 2026

Ahmedabad: The city crime branch on Tuesday arrested a 38-year-old man from Vatva and seized
38g of mephedrone, valued at Rs 1.1 lakh, from his residence.

Acting on a tip-off that the accused was selling MD drugs from his house, a crime branch team raided
the premises in the Hussainabad Society near Bibi Talav in Vatva, police said.

The accused was identified as Javed Khan Baloch. During the search, police also seized a mobile
phone, a weighing scale, 60 small zip-lock bags and a plastic bag.

The total value of the seized items was estimated at Rs 1.2 lakh, including the mobile phone and
weighing scale.

A case was registered at the detection of crime branch police station under Narcotic Drugs and
Psychotropic Substances Act.
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55 kg meth worth ¥300 crore seized from maize consignment
near Mumbai port

@ hindustantimes.com/india-news/55-kg-meth-worth-rs-300-crore-seized-from-maize-consignment-near-mumbai-port-nhava-sheva-
pakistan-based-narco-syndicate-101787068177217-amp.html

Shishir Gupta August 18, 2026

The Directorate of Revenue Intelligence (DRI) has seized 55 kg of methamphetamine, valued at
around %300 crore, from a consignment of maize at a Container Freight Station (CFS) facility near
Mumbai's Nhava Sheva port, officials said.

The consignment was allegedly linked to a Pakistan-based narco-trafficking syndicate led by
Mohammad Hussain Dad. The group specialises in smuggling narcotics through cargo containers,
according to a preliminary probe.

The syndicate's handlers had allegedly established contact with Mumbai-based import-export firms
and subsequently got in touch with a trading firm in_Uttar Pradesh for the export of 22 tonnes of
maize.

The handlers introduced their agent, who allegedly arranged and packaged 17.5 tonnes of maize.
The consignment was subsequently brought to a CFS facility at Nhava Sheva for shipment.

Acting on specific intelligence inputs, DRI officers searched the container and detected one bag in
which maize had been mixed with a suspected narcotic substance.

A mobile forensic science laboratory (FSL) team tested the substance at the spot and confirmed it as
methamphetamine, officials said.

The DRI seized a total of 55 kg of methamphetamine on a dry-weight basis. Two individuals have
also been detained in connection with the seizure.

The market value of the seized drug has been assessed at approximately X300 crore. Further
investigation into the seizure is underway.

The seizure comes at a time when the Centre has stepped up its campaign against drug abuse and
trafficking, with Prime Minister Narendra Modi recently calling for a collective effort to make India
drug-free and urging families to participate in the nationwide Nasha Mukt Yuva Abhiyaan.

Addressing the nation from the Red Fort on Independence Day, Modi said drug addiction had
emerged as a major challenge for the country's youth and stressed that making India drug-free was a
collective responsibility.

The Prime Minister has also backed a 100-week nationwide anti-drug campaign under the 'Jan
Bhagidari' initiative, with awareness activities being organised across the country. The campaign
includes sports events, walks, meditation sessions, cultural programmes, awareness drives, street

plays, discussion forums, art competitions and community engagement programmes.
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The Nasha Mukt Bharat Abhiyaan was launched by the Modi government in 2020 to address drug
abuse and promote awareness about substance use.
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Bihar man held for carrying charas of over Rs 10 cr in Mumbai

@ rediff.com/news/commentary/2026/aug/19/bihar-man-held-for-carrying-charas-of-over-rs-10-cr-in-
mumbai/3645393e4f8f5e71c237184939f95124

Rediff News August 18, 2026

The Mumbai Police have arrested a 31-year-old man from Bihar for allegedly carrying more than 10
kilograms of "high quality" charas, valued at over Rs 10 crore, in Bandra area of the city, an official
said on Tuesday.

The accused, Santosh Saw, was nabbed outside Bandra Terminus, by a team of the city police's Anti-
Narcotics Cell (ANC).

The police had received a tip-off that the accused was likely to arrive in Bandra by train from Bihar.
Acting on the information, a trap was laid outside the terminus and the accused was apprehended.

During a search of his belongings, police recovered over 10 kilograms of charas, valued at more than
Rs 10 crore, the official said.

The accused, identified as Santosh Saw, told investigators that he works as an autorickshaw driver in
Bihar and had been asked to deliver the consignment in Bandra.

He was allegedly promised a substantial amount for making the delivery.

The police suspect that Saw may have delivered similar consignments in the past.
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Himachal Pradesh Approves Regulated Cannabis Cultivation
for Medical Use

lawstreet.co/judiciary/himachal-pradesh-approves-regulated-cannabis-cultivation-for-medical-use

Saket Sourav June 9, 2026

In a major administrative move, the Himachal Pradesh Cabinet, chaired by Chief Minister Sukhvinder
Singh Sukhu, has officially approved amendments to the Himachal Pradesh Narcotic Drugs and
Psychotropic Substances (NDPS) Rules, 1989.

This decision, establishes the first comprehensive legal framework for the regulated cultivation,
processing, manufacturing, storage, and transportation of cannabis for medical and scientific
purposes in the state. By formalising these rules, Himachal Pradesh has become the third state in
India, following Uttarakhand and Madhya Pradesh, to legally permit controlled cannabis cultivation for
medicinal and industrial use.

The current approval follows a structured series of legislative and research-based developments that
have unfolded over the past several years. This journey began in earnest when a high-level
committee, led by Revenue Minister Jagat Singh Negi, was formed to explore the feasibility of
legalising cannabis for non-narcotic use. In September 2023, this committee submitted a
comprehensive report to the state government after conducting extensive field visits to Madhya
Pradesh and Uttarakhand to study their existing models. The committee’s findings suggested that
cannabis could be a viable industrial and horticultural crop under the permissions granted by Sections
10 and 14 of the federal NDPS Act.

Following the committee's recommendations, the state assembly adopted a resolution in 2024 to
move forward with the necessary legal amendments. To ensure that the policy was grounded in
scientific evidence, the Cabinet previously approved a pilot study in January 2025. This research
project was a joint venture between Chaudhary Sarwan Kumar Krishi Vishvavidyalaya in Palampur
and Dr. Y.S. Parmar University of Horticulture in Nauni. The Agriculture Department acted as the
nodal agency during this phase, evaluating the crop's potential and recommending the roadmap that
eventually led to the current June 2026 policy approval.

The state government anticipates that transitioning from these early pilot stages to a formalised
industrial sector will generate significant economic benefits. Projections suggest that the regulated
industry could provide an additional annual revenue of approximately Rs 500 crore. This economic
strategy seeks to capitalise on the fact that cannabis grows naturally in several districts across
Himachal Pradesh, including Kullu, Manali, Mandi, Chamba, Shimla, and Sirmaur. The goal is to
move beyond wild growth toward a structured pharmaceutical and industrial hemp sector that
provides new opportunities for local farmers.

To maintain strict control over the new industry, the Agriculture Department has been re-confirmed as
the nodal agency for the implementation phase. The department has been tasked with creating

detailed guidelines and standard operating procedures (SOPs) within the next six months. These
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regulations will govern the selection of specific cannabis species most suitable for the pharmaceutical
sector. Furthermore, the government plans to establish seed banks to supply licensed farmers with
approved seeds, ensuring the entire supply chain remains within a legal and controlled environment.

A critical legal safeguard in the new policy involves the strict regulation of narcotic content. The state
has mandated that industrial hemp seeds must contain less than 0.3% Tetrahydrocannabinol (THC).
This limit is intended to prevent the cultivation of high-potency cannabis for illegal narcotic purposes.
To enforce this, the state will invest in specialised laboratories to certify seed quality and high-level
monitoring by specialised excise staff. This rigorous oversight is designed to ensure that the
medicinal and industrial sectors can operate safely without the risk of crop diversion into the illegal
trade.

The formalisation of the NDPS Rules of 1989 represents the final step in a long-term administrative
process that has evolved from exploratory committees and scientific pilot studies into a permanent
state policy. By shifting the focus to industrial fibre, seeds, and horticultural applications in open
areas, the government aims to integrate this natural resource into the formal economy. This
regulatory reform is expected to provide a consistent supply of raw materials for the pharmaceutical
industry while strictly adhering to both state and federal narcotics laws.
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Drug menace spreads from towns to villages in US Nagar

timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/dehradun/drug-menace-spreads-from-towns-to-villages-in-us-nagar/articleshow/133328384.cms

Aakash Ahuja August 18, 2026

Rudrapur: Uttarakhand’s Udham Singh Nagar district, which borders Uttar Pradesh and lies close to
Punjab, is emerging as a major hub for narcotics trafficking and drug abuse, with the menace
spreading from towns to villages. The trend has become a growing concern even as Prime Minister
Narendra Modi launched the ‘Nasha Mukt Yuva for Viksit Bharat Sankalp Abhiyan”.From heroin,
commonly known as smack, and opium to banned pharmaceutical drugs, the problem has spread
beyond urban centres, fuelling addiction, violent crime and distress among families.Authorities have
stepped up action against drug syndicates, but traffickers continue to adapt by using smaller carriers
and decentralised supply chains. Official data shows that over the past year, more than 250 cases
have been registered under the NDPS Act, over 300 alleged traffickers have been arrested, around
3.5kg of heroin, nearly 10kg of opium and more than 50,000 narcotic tablets, capsules and injections
have been seized. More than 1,200 young people battling addiction have also received counselling
and rehabilitation support.Investigators said the district’'s proximity to Uttar Pradesh has made it
particularly vulnerable. Heroin is mainly smuggled in from Bareilly, Rampur, Bilaspur and Pilibhit,
while banned pharmaceutical drugs arrive from Punjab, Delhi and Moradabad through buses and
goods vehicles before being distributed across Rudrapur, Kashipur, Kichha, Bajpur and nearby
areas.One of the biggest crackdowns came last year when Udham Singh Nagar police, along with
teams from Bareilly’s Fatehganj, carried out an operation involving more than 300 police personnel
and over 70 vehicles, leading to the arrest of more than 25 alleged traffickers. In separate operations,
officers recovered 120g of heroin worth about Rs 36 lakh in Nanakmatta, besides large consignments
of narcotics and banned pharmaceutical drugs from Kichha, Rudrapur, Kashipur and Bajpur.Officials
said drug abuse patterns have also changed. While heroin remains widely available, many young
addicts are increasingly using injectable narcotics. On Dec 17, 2025, the Special Operations Group
(SOG) and police seized 43,950 banned injections hidden in 18 cartons at a transport company’s
warehouse in Kashipur. The consignment had an estimated retail value of Rs 1.32 crore. In Nov
2025, another 48,950 injections and 29,296 banned medicines were recovered. At the beginning of
Jan 2026, officials seized another 3.52 lakh injections and capsules hidden inside 17 cartons along a
national highway.Investigations suggest the growing addiction is also fuelling crime. Teenagers and
young adults addicted to drugs are allegedly involved in thefts, motorcycle thefts, mobile phone
shatching and robberies to finance a habit costing between Rs 500 and Rs 2,000 a day. Investigators
said cases of domestic violence, knife attacks and assaults on parents over money have also
increased.Kashipur has witnessed several killings linked to drug abuse over the past seven years.
Police said Shah Nawaz alias Mona was killed in 2019 over a Rs 100 dispute. In 2020, Rashim
Salmani was found dead and investigators recovered injection wrappers near the body. In 2024, a
man allegedly killed his brother after being refused money to buy drugs, while the latest killing, in July
this year, followed a quarrel during drug consumption.Police statistics underline the scale of the
challenge. In 2025, the district seized 28.8kg of charas, 5.9kg of heroin and 716.8kg of cannabis. In
the past six months, police have registered 1,190 FIRs related to drug trafficking and illegal
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liquor.SSP Ajay Ganpati said, “We are continuing our crackdown against drug traffickers. Heroin
smuggling has been curbed to a considerable extent, and our operations will become even more
aggressive.”Kumaon |G Nivedita Kukreti said, “The police will continue sustained action against the
drug trade across Kumaon to ensure that our youth do not fall prey to this deadly menace.”
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Crackdown on drugs: Rs 63cr properties seized

timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/chandigarh/crackdown-on-drugs-rs-63cr-properties-seized/articleshow/133330790.cms

The Times Of India August 18, 2026

Shimla: Health, social justice and empowerment minister Colonel Dhani Ram Shandil (retd) on
Tuesday said the state govt was strictly enforcing the PIT-NDPS Act, with properties worth more than
Rs 63 crore seized so far.During the present govt’s tenure, 5,642 drug-related cases have been
registered and 8,250 offenders arrested, he said.Addressing a stakeholder workshop on combating
drug abuse and trafficking, Shandil said govt had adopted a zero-tolerance policy and strengthened
laws with provisions including life imprisonment, heavy fines and property confiscation.He highlighted
the ‘Anti-Chitta Walkathon’, launched from Shimla’s Ridge on Nov 15, 2025, which has since been
held in Dharamshala, Hamirpur and Bilaspur, drawing thousands of participants.Under the National
Drug De-Addiction Campaign, around 18.5 lakh people, including students from 17,304 educational
institutions, were sensitised last year, the minister added.He said Himachal was the first state to
identify drug users and traffickers at the panchayat level.Shandil also stressed rehabilitation over
stigma and highlighted de-addiction facilities and the new Nav-Jeevan women’s centre at Mashobra.

29


https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/chandigarh/crackdown-on-drugs-rs-63cr-properties-seized/articleshow/133330790.cms

Hizbul Narco Terrorist Arrested In Jammu After 4-Year
Manhunt

m ndtv.com/india-news/hizbul-narco-terrorist-arrested-in-jammu-after-4-year-manhunt-11923121

Pradeep Dutta August 17, 2026

Manoj Kumar Bhat was wanted in a 2022 case registered by SIA for his
alleged role in cross-LoC narcotics smuggling and using drug proceeds to
fund terrorist activities in the Valley.

A Narco-terrorist, identified as Manoj Kumar Bhat, was arrested in Jammu by the State Investigation
Agency (SIA) Kashmir on Monday, ending a nearly four-year manhunt linked to cross-border
smuggling and terror financing.

Bhat was wanted in a 2022 case registered by SIA for his alleged role in cross-LoC narcotics
smuggling and using drug proceeds to fund terrorist activities in the Valley.

Cross-Border Linkages Uncovered

According to official sources, the investigation revealed that Bhat was working in close coordination
with Pakistan-based handlers of the terrorist organisation Hizbul Mujahideen. Narcotics consignments
were allegedly pushed across the Line of Control and distributed in J&K, with the money generated
routed back to sustain terror infrastructure.
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"During the probe, we established Bhat's direct links with Hizbul handlers operating from across the
border. The network used narcotics as a tool to finance terrorism and destabilise peace," said an SIA
agent.

Bhat had been evading arrest since the case was registered in 2022. Acting on specific intelligence,
an SIA team tracked and arrested him in Jammu.

Wider Network Under Scanner

The agency said Bhat's arrest is expected to give major leads in mapping the wider narco-terror
network operating between Jammu and Kashmir and across the border.

SlIAis now tracing the financial trail, identifying properties, hawala channels, and other operatives
who facilitated the movement of drugs and money.

Officials added that the crackdown on narco-terror modules remains a priority to cut off funding to
terror outfits and dismantle their ecosystem in Jammu and Kashmir.

Bhat has been taken into custody and will be produced before the NIA court. Further interrogation
and raids are underway.
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Kanpur Police Seize ¥15 Crore Charas Allegedly Smuggled
From Nepal

4in thed20.in/asmit-gautam-charas-smuggling-nepal-kanpur-drug-network

The420 Correspondent August 18, 2026

Kanpur: Police have made a major breakthrough against narcotics trafficking in Kanpur by seizing
charas allegedly smuggled into the city from Nepal, with an estimated value of *15 crore. In a joint
operation by the Fazalganj police and surveillance team, a large quantity of charas was recovered
from a white Alto car, leading to the arrest of two alleged smugglers. The arrested suspects have
been identified as Asmit Gautam, a resident of Yashoda Nagar, and Ayush Tiwari, a resident of Lal
Bangla. According to police, the seized narcotics were allegedly meant to be supplied to several cities
in Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra and other states.

The two suspects were intercepted during a checking operation near Dada Nagar Dhala. Police
stopped the suspicious vehicle and searched it, following which a large quantity of charas was
allegedly recovered from inside. Both occupants were taken into custody and questioned about the
source of the narcotics, their intended recipients and the wider network allegedly operating behind the
supply chain.

According to police, a checking drive was underway near Dada Nagar Dhala when the white Alto
came under suspicion. During the search, officers allegedly found a substantial quantity of charas
inside the vehicle. The estimated value of the seized narcotics has been put at around 15 crore.

Following the arrests, investigators began examining whether Asmit and Ayush were directly involved
in the trafficking operation or were allegedly working as couriers for a larger syndicate. Police are also
trying to establish how the narcotics allegedly entered Kanpur from Nepal and identify the persons
responsible for transporting and distributing the consignment.

Brother’s previous arrest led investigators to Asmit

The investigation has also brought Asmit’s elder brother Navit Gautam under scrutiny. According to
police, Navit had allegedly been involved in charas trafficking for several years. Around six months
ago, he was arrested in Rajasthan’s Sirohi district with 20 kg of charas.

Following Navit’s arrest, investigators examining his alleged network reportedly obtained information
about other individuals connected with the operation. Asmit’s alleged involvement subsequently came
under scrutiny. Police are now examining the communication, financial transactions and contacts
between the two brothers to determine their respective roles in the suspected trafficking network.

Grand wedding after release on parole

Police said Navit was released on parole from Sirohi jail around two months ago. During this period,
he allegedly organised an elaborate wedding at a prominent hotel and spent lakhs of rupees on the
event.
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Investigators are now collecting information about the people who attended the wedding. They are
examining whether individuals allegedly associated with the narcotics trade or other members of the
suspected network were present. The source of the money spent on the wedding and the financial
links among attendees may also form part of the investigation.

Properties and bank accounts under scrutiny

According to police, Navit had allegedly been involved in charas trafficking for the past two to three
years. During this period, he is suspected of purchasing houses and land in Kanpur and other cities.
Investigators are now examining the source of funds used to acquire these properties and whether
they were allegedly financed through proceeds from narcotics trafficking.

Police have also found information about loans of around %2 crore to X3 crore allegedly running in
Asmit’'s name with private banks. Investigators are examining his bank accounts, loan records,
property transactions and other financial details to establish the flow of money and determine whether
any funds were linked to the alleged drug trade.

Alleged supply network spread across several states

During questioning, the suspects allegedly disclosed that charas brought from Nepal was transported
through trains and subsequently distributed to different parts of the country. According to police, cities
allegedly connected to the supply network include Bhopal, Indore, Jabalpur, Raipur, JP Nagar,
Nagpur, Mumbai, Nashik, Valsad and Pune.

Investigators are now working to establish the complete chain from the alleged source of the
narcotics to transporters, suppliers and buyers. Police are also examining the suspects’ mobile
phones and other digital evidence to identify additional associates and possible handlers. If further
evidence establishes the involvement of other people in the suspected trafficking network, police said
action would be taken against them as well.

About the author — Suvedita Nath is a science student with a growing interest in cybercrime
and digital safety. She writes on online activity, cyber threats, and technology-driven risks. Her
work focuses on clarity, accuracy, and public awareness.
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Chatra police arrest two with 985g opium in Simaria

timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/ranchi/chatra-police-arrest-two-with-985g-opium-in-simaria/articleshow/133322155.cms

Vishvendu Jaipuriar August 18, 2026

Two drug peddlers held by Chatra police

Hazaribag: Two drug peddlers were arrested with 985 grams of opium during a vehicle-checking
operation on the Lawalong-Bagra road in Simaria on Monday evening, Chatra police said.The
arrested men were identified as Sudhir Thakur of Tungun village and Suresh Ganjhu of Khangara
village, both in their thirties, under the Lawalong police station limits. A motorcycle and a mobile
phone were seized.Simaria SDPO Nagar Goje Shubham Bhau Saheb said, “SP Animesh Naithany
received a tip-off that smugglers were travelling from Lawalong to Pathalgada to sell opium. A team,
led by Simaria CO Gaurav Rai and officer in-charge of the Simaria police station Amit Kumar Gupta,
set up a vehicle-checking post and intercepted the two motorcycle-borne miscreants. A search led to
the recovery of the opium.”A case was registered at the Simaria police station under the NDPS Act.
The accused were sent to judicial custody. Police are probing the source, intended recipient and
wider trafficking network.

He covers Hazaribag and Chatra districts, focusing on crime, politics and human interest stories. He
covered the programs of prominent national and regional leaders including Prime Minister Narendra
Modi during their visits to Hazaribag/Chatra. Covered the NEET-UG 2024 paper leak case in depth
with a focus on Hazaribag as a key epicenter.
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Two held with 508 grams of opium in Palamu

timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/ranchi/two-held-with-508-grams-of-opium-in-palamu/amp_articleshow/133320568.cms

MF Ahmad August 18, 2026

Daltonganj: Pipra Tarn police in Palamu arrested two people on Monday and recovered 508 grams
of opium, Lesliganj SDPO Prashant Kumar said on Tuesday.

The accused, identified as Jayshri Yadav(50) and Kamal Yadav (40), were booked under sections of
the NDPS Act and remanded to judicial custody the same day, he added. Police nabbed the duo near
a govt primary school at Borodiri under Pipra Tarn police station limits.

Kumar said Lesliganj sub-divisional police are continuing a relentless crackdown on narcotics under
“Operation Prahar” and illegal weapons under “Operation Safaya.”
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Ganja worth Rs 1 crore seized during raid in Odisha

TS thestatesman.com/india/ganja-worth-rs-1-crore-seized-during-raid-in-odisha-1503628732.html

Mitali Gautam August 18, 2026
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The Odisha Police have seized 702 kg of ganja, estimated to be worth around Rs 1 crore in the
market, from a jungle near Atapada village in the Gajapati district, in the latest crackdown on illegal
narcotics trafficking.

The seizure was made during a raid conducted by the Adava Police in the jungle area under Antarba
Gram Panchayat within the Adava police station limits on Tuesday.

Acting on the directions of the Gajapati Superintendent of Police and Sub Divisional Police Officer, R.
Udayagiri, the police intensified patrolling and search operations in the area to curb the illegal
cultivation, storage and transportation of ganja.

A police team conducting a search operation at around 11.30 am spotted 28 plastic jerry bags
abandoned in the jungle. Suspecting that they contained contraband ganja, the team informed senior
officers and initiated seizure proceedings in accordance with the law.

The bags were opened in the presence of the Executive Magistrate and witnesses and were found to
contain ganja. The contraband weighed 702 kg, while the gross weight of the bags along with the
ganja was recorded at 702 kg 800 grams.
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Police subsequently seized, packed and sealed the contraband after completing the required legal
formalities. The seizure proceedings were also photographed in the presence of the Executive
Magistrate, witnesses and members of the raiding team.

A case is being registered under Section 20(b)(ii)(C) of the Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic
Substances (NDPS) Act, police said.

Investigators are now trying to identify the persons behind the storage of the contraband and
ascertain its source, intended destination and possible links to a wider narcotics trafficking network.

The Gajapati police have appealed to people to provide information about illegal cultivation, storage
or transportation of ganja to help the authorities take prompt legal action.

The seizure assumes significance as Odisha Police have intensified their statewide campaign against
narcotics trafficking. The State Police have also proposed setting up a dedicated Anti-Narcotics Task
Force, along with specialised police stations and intelligence units, to strengthen the fight against
drug trafficking networks.
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fob fogR & Q1 afdd 18 PR Wi 3 U | Uiy §71e & Raw s §18 PR A IRWS Ugdl
T BIUARI & § TgSIUis fAfas Wsdard, I 4= THRY $iRga=r $UR drgd, gsii+ fasa $aR areq,
g3 RIS 9k, 3Reft Udbsl $HR 31 d Bl $AR Rig i 3|

IR & UqE IRd

I Ta O Irfeei e § ugear g R &1 9HE

IfREIST | ASTHEH, S4AT G SREXal d MU BT UTHITT SATHT A=ITe UGl &1 987 31T 1T ST 38T & |
gTdif Yferd R & WIEFRI & R HRATS HR ! &1 3T Fracle 72 & JIGMR 39 &8 I ey T
BC YT ¢ | 3P U TS! Iolg STeRGK GATHT AT off X@1 § | STHBRI & T 189 IR () 6000
ST Ufd I, 7T 600 U U 1Y U THSITAT 2000 F0 Ufd U4 &5 # Ysed T f9d w18l 916
IR B! HIS IS | AT S ol & | I SIId &t g arel Jadb Bl ard Jadb & T oifTe R Ugd
e gfsar AT o fSed ¥ FAda $R d § | GRed, T, ST YR TR 1R BT A i Il I
fTel ¥ Ugad 8| ISl ¥ AR ¥, QORI T & IR 9 <RI GSH AR 1 T o I YA B T Tad
T QRF&d TBT =1a AT ST TeT & | ifh Ut & IR TS offd USdrd el gidl g1 ¢ & H1eqd 9
H} AR BIe YA WY R ATA IdR R IS AN I fAfie SHTgl IR [ury Sl g | R IS & T
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https://www.livehindustan.com/national/story-police-arrest-three-with-1-03-kg-brown-sugar-in-patna-201787079070987.amp.html

f} ST a1 A=A g foTe § Uow a1 |1 Afh TS & IR A1 & ot AT SaTeTeR Afganat &1 gl
ST B & | ST Yfory &1 Xeb Afearsil IR HH SI1dT 8 | R &1 I fo7a & Ugam &1 Jad M
3R TR AT ST & THHTac & § S HS SATehT AT o1 8T ¢ | 39 THT I 31fies fenis s
IR 9 THSIUHY &1 § | §T3 IR YA & d1¢ H3Id Ud °e de UiH aral 7= St grerd | 3gdT 8| 981 a1d
Tg ¢ fob 390 U1 & a1¢ g 9 oRT I o 7y T8 ST 8 | uan & el Iadn i e safad = &1 Ja
fora | Sifoh IRTS AT 30 Al o W R & §1G I9P 7Y J I & AN D! Ial 9 ol g |
e ST PR H I8 91 181 8 | SHT IR Bie] Jarsf &1 Th dadl 3818 7 |

1 foral 3 U 18 PR RS g3
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8.44 T F1S IR & 1Y Uid FRER

livehindustan.com/bihar/bhagalpur/story-police-bust-drug-ring-in-madhusudanpur-five-arrested-in-healthy-youth-healthy-
bhagalpur-campaign-201787079666386.amp.html

Hindustan | Bureau August 18, 2026

AR M9 & i | a1 Sius! 3 §8 PRWRT 98 Uiesd, 316 g9k Ul

Bhagalpur News: AU, fgge= Ui | =1 & RS Il ST ¥ W gal, T[Rf YATAGR

RIS & ded HYYETYR UM YR 7 TR 7T # BUART R Ui SRIA &) IRwR fean g1
RTAR SR & 7R it sTea ared, fFemsie fHardt e $aR, sravis Fard Mdd $AR
TE 3R e T a1 SRR FaRf Sor SR =MHd 8| gias 3 SRIfud & U & 8.44 I S84
IR, T8 A3 BIH, 8330 YT 7G 3R &I 915 SRIHE i ¢ | THUT R4S Sral=r o A U9 H19hd IR
o for Tauadt & xR e & garsf & 9 & gHHd ¥ §9 SR ATGd Uarl & $dy HRITR W
b TH & o gie wWie ffgd o~ ARt @t o1 & 3|

S H WHAR &1 Md AYYETIR UM Yo DI I el i TR 71 ¥ 91ed a1ed o S | §t
IS H Aed Uard &1 AUg IR WRie-[9eh! &1 ol ! 8| YT & JAUH & 916 THUHt & FHex W T
Tf3d &1 5 | fod TR Sheadt 2 IS FUR, AYYEAGR YT Tord HUR Had 3R S13Msg ¢H &
9@ ¥ gio A i T SiuSt § SUART 311 Sigt e SRIfudl &1 ARuaR foran mar |
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https://www.livehindustan.com/bihar/bhagalpur/story-police-bust-drug-ring-in-madhusudanpur-five-arrested-in-healthy-youth-healthy-bhagalpur-campaign-201787079666386.amp.html

18X H 394 TTH 3(BIH &A1Y 2 TGHTRT TDH S d¥drl H TXAATA
THITUGT Sled, SIRTIRIR IS U ATEdT faRTET & Uy garar

1" bhaskar.com/local/rajasthan/hanumangarh/news/nohar-hanumangarh-opium-smuggling-scorpio-seized-arrest-138770389.html|

e ureR August 19, 2026

gJH T 1 Hc Ugd

TIHMTG fTal &1 igR Yferd A 394 TH 31aY 3B & I1Y 2 R &) FRUAR forar 81 39 SRM

qh) H SEIHTA D1 off T8t T ThiTua et Y Sied 1 715 § 1 I8 HRATS YT UHRY SHCIRT U9IE &
g I gfery &g A &1 |
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https://www.bhaskar.com/local/rajasthan/hanumangarh/news/nohar-hanumangarh-opium-smuggling-scorpio-seized-arrest-138770389.html

JUid H 37 KG TSI SRTHG, 3 d¥hY FRER: 31T 3R 2 915
oId; TSt 1 DA 14.80 AT $UT

© bhaskar.com/local/bihar/supaul/news/supaul-ganja-smuggling-arrest-bhimpur-police-seize-drugs-138762900.html

e ureR August 18, 2026

JUId20 ©¢ ugd

"

o 2 e
g— =
g = ]
= S - y
e I

gura e & fiTqR AT &5 H gfer 3 ATed uerdl ot aias! & R S81 HIRATS HRd gU $dl 37
fomett TTieT SRS foraT &
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https://www.bhaskar.com/local/bihar/supaul/news/supaul-ganja-smuggling-arrest-bhimpur-police-seize-drugs-138762900.html

22.820 T el ST & 1Y 3 B TRAR

. bhaskar.com/local/bihar/sitamarhi/news/3-smugglers-arrested-with-22820-kg-of-ganja-dbp-138767230.html

CARCIRY Ry August 19, 2026

U & TdTe! Gfer A He g o fRUd Ardedl TRUTST-1 & AdaqR o I Uerd el & 1Y &l
AR TAd dF @ ! TRUAR foa g1 gferd & 3R gRa TR & SRt &5 § AU UeT 03-
00182445 aR & 3fict § TTiel
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https://www.bhaskar.com/local/bihar/sitamarhi/news/3-smugglers-arrested-with-22820-kg-of-ganja-dbp-138767230.html

62 THETITH TS & 1Y USHT & 3 d¥hR TRER

. bhaskar.com/local/bihar/khagaria/news/3-patna-smugglers-arrested-with-62-kg-of-ganja-dbp-138768318.html

CARCIRY Ry August 19, 2026

TIfSAT6 T Uga

gferd 3fefierd U UdTd Rig & Max W ol 8 A1es Il &1 dRbel o RIATh aIaR STUERT S
AT ST 6T &1 3 o T HexRGe 9T & § gferd ¥ 62 farall TTioT & 91 A aeas) & RRUIR fora
HERERIRE RIS
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https://www.bhaskar.com/local/bihar/khagaria/news/3-patna-smugglers-arrested-with-62-kg-of-ganja-dbp-138768318.html

30 T dl TTSIT & 1Y G d¥hR TRAR

. bhaskar.com/local/bihar/araria/news/two-smugglers-arrested-with-30-kg-of-ganja-dbp-138766877.html

CARCIRY Ry August 19, 2026

BadhIgl6 °c Ugd

RO TGS T HRI--UTd ST F e SAfT YT &5 § gferd A Arge ey awas! & I srars
B gU 30 el TSl & 1Y d13eh YR & Tehr] ! FIRUAR | gierd 4 aiabst § S5drd a8 4l
oIsd R ol 8| SIS & §IE &
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https://www.bhaskar.com/local/bihar/araria/news/two-smugglers-arrested-with-30-kg-of-ganja-dbp-138766877.html

YIAYR ¥ 44 THdl ST dBR Ugd YAdIG, I d¥h TREAR;
TN PRI

&= jagran.com/jharkhand/dhanbad-44-kg-ganja-smuggled-from-bhubaneswar-seized-at-dhanbad-station-two-arrested-kingpin-
escapes-40345056.html

Tapas Banerjee August 19, 2026

Updated: Wed, 19 Aug 2026 08:24 AM (IST)
YEIG WM IR MRUTTE SR X G = 43.94 el TS & A1 fagR IR &7 & & awi &l
ARTIR foam| gg ST Ya-aR J dor ST o ST 17 o7 |

HighLights
1. Y9G WM WR 43.94 fobel TS e |
2. f[NER-ETd & &l Tehx RWR, T YT
3. Ya-HR A 3R o ST SfT IGT T 7T |

SINRUT HATGGTdT, YHaTE | a1 W= & WehH &l-aiF WR fUeg S 3R ereft o H ol R dx o
ST aTd ST 9 fagR & & dRah! 1 SIRUTEw, Hemget 3R X gferd = gard feran| i &1 waar 3ol
DR I YT e |

Tdhs T & Al H fogR & HISTQR STef dram $RT Fardt 50 avfg gta diest Sik uffy sma & =
24 TRAHT & CICHTG &1 X aTdl 36 T8I SHR HHR I A g | 3 U ¥ B¢ fUeg 9 orell sy
43.94 Tl TTieT SR1HG fobam T |

ST T W1 AT Jod 21 TG 97 §OIR g1 TR ¥Red &1 A1 31fd Rig 8, Sl figR & WioTR &
ECIKCIRGE ISR

oY g3 PRwRY

RUTG YR 7 T foh weh™ Gl-diF TR o grell §7 SR o fieg o7 & Iy o @i o 1|
Tfafafy Tiewe o IR RUTE Ugei ol dHl URH &1 1 ol OR B U el 1 Sdids Teb URT b |

TS T Gt 3R IAY 3 7 i TR 31 Rig & T YaaR-12 el aw Iter teaty R
TR Bl YR TSl Ax S RI Ugd 3| SIpRI F ¢aTE 31 ¥ 3R T8t J TT-aMier Taqoy 3
Yo 3R 981 A 3R] T ST T

IR Y aoTg F TT-ETHIER TR TR TaR gl 81 U 3R ¢-aTe-rIRM SeRiRic Taiy IR JaR
B9 31 Y| TS SR deb Ugd WR 6000- 6000 FU U UT| Udhs T &1 SAfaa g 7ol i ¥d gferd
o gaTd B a1 |

TH3ME SHSRY gRY =g e, TH3NE A Frad JHd 3 Qe |
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https://www.jagran.com/jharkhand/dhanbad-44-kg-ganja-smuggled-from-bhubaneswar-seized-at-dhanbad-station-two-arrested-kingpin-escapes-40345056.html

HIPTHT H§ HR I 59 fhdl eIl RTHG:Algdl FHT G d¥h
fRwR, gfera wiig 9 9l

~ bhaskar.com/local/bihar/patna/mokama/news/mokama-fourlane-drug-bust-police-arrest-ganja-smugglers-138762797.html

e YR August 18, 2026
KANHAIYA KUMAR | HIsT1, Je-120 °¢ ugal
gferg & favrad & fgen sk

T fTel & AT & gferd A =1 TRbe! & RIATh a8t dRATs B ¢ | BRA- W Albad] & SR Th
BR H 59.3 UTH TSl SRS fobdl 71 39 A H U Higdl Afgd &l dai &l FRUAR fosar a1 3|
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https://www.bhaskar.com/local/bihar/patna/mokama/news/mokama-fourlane-drug-bust-police-arrest-ganja-smugglers-138762797.html
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