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News Summary
Heroin Trafficking

e Manipur (Bishnupur): 53 gm heroin seized; 2 arrested.
e Arunachal Pradesh (Changlang): 130 gm heroin seized; 2 arrested.
e Himachal Pradesh (Shimla): 1.1 kg heroin seized; 3 arrested.

e Jammu & Kashmir (Udhampur): 13.7 gm heroin seized; 2 arrested.
Opium / Poppy Straw Trafficking

e Uttar Pradesh (Bareilly): 1,694 kg doda chura seized; 2 arrested.
Ganja Trafficking

e Tripura (Sonamura): 541.2 kg ganja seized; 1 arrested.

e Jharkhand (Palamu): 443 kg ganja seized; 2 arrested.

e Uttar Pradesh (Mathura): 26 kg ganja seized; 1 arrested.

e Uttar Pradesh (Sonebhadra): 36.5 kg ganja seized; 4 arrested.

Synthetic Drugs Trafficking

e Assam (Cachar): 9,800 yaba tablets seized; 3 arrested.
e Maharashtra (Mumbai): 547 gm cocaine/methamphetamine-like substance

seized; 2 arrested.
Pharmaceutical / Codeine Diversion

e Uttar Pradesh (Shravasti): 558 bottles of prohibited codeine-based cough

syrups and 3,600 Alprazone tablets seized; 2 arrested.
Convictions / Court Action

e Himachal Pradesh (Shimla): Accused sentenced to 2 years’ Rl in 199.050 gm
charas seizure case.
e Maharashtra (Mumbai): Special NDPS Court rejected bail pleas of 3 accused

in the NESCO suspected drug-overdose death case.



Emerging Modus Operandi

e Separate handlers and intermediaries minimise direct contact.

e Digital communication and location-based instructions facilitate trafficking.

e Trains are increasingly used for drug transportation.

e Psychotropic medicines are moved in undocumented trucks with altered
packaging.

e Myanmar-linked trafficking persists in the Northeast.
Key Trends

e Synthetic drugs remain a major enforcement focus.

e Pharmaceutical diversion is an emerging concern.

e Northeast and border states remain key trafficking corridors.
e Ganja trafficking continues at high volumes.

e Enforcement increasingly targets suppliers and wider networks.
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49% Opium usage among drug abuse cases in Phek: Legal
Counsel

¥¥ morungexpress.com/49-opium-usage-among-drug-abuse-cases-in-phek-legal-counsel

Photo Courtesy: Image by Natalia Ovcharenko from Pixabay|For representational purpose only

29th August 2026

Phek, August 29 (MExN): Drug abuse and involvement in drug-related illegal activities remained a
serious concern in Phek district, with over 1,000 youths in the district headquarters alone involved in
substance use, a legal official said on Saturday.

Addressing a legal awareness programme organised by Nagaland State Legal Services Authority
(NSLSA) in collaboration with Phek District Legal Authority (DLSA) and other organisations, the PRA,
NSLSA in a press release stated, Legal Aid Defense Counsel (LADC) Vethothi Vero said opium use
accounts for nearly 49% of the substance abuse cases in the area.

“The society is no longer alien to the presence and use of illicit drugs... This is a vicious cycle with
adverse consequences for families and society,” Vero said, stressing the need for strong and
proactive intervention by village leaders and the youth.

He also called for a compassionate approach towards persons struggling with addiction and
highlighted the importance of reporting drug-related activities to the police.

Referring to the Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances (NDPS) Act, 1985, Vero informed that
the law prescribes stringent punishment for serious drug offences, with imprisonment extending up to
20 years in certain cases.

He also highlighted the availability of de-addiction and rehabilitation services, including Opioid
Substitution Therapy (OST), and encouraged persons struggling with addiction to seek professional
help, adding that addiction can be treated with appropriate support and rehabilitation.

The legal awareness programme was held at the ZAPO Hall in Zuketsa and was jointly organised by
the NSLSA, DLSA Phek, Controller of Legal Metrology and Consumer Protection, Nagaland, and
Zuketsa Area Public Organization (ZAPO).


https://morungexpress.com/49-opium-usage-among-drug-abuse-cases-in-phek-legal-counsel

Assam Police seize Yaba tablets worth Rs 3 crore in Cachar,
three arrested

E indiatodayne.in/assam/story/assam-police-seize-yaba-tablets-worth-rs-3-crore-in-cachar-three-arrested-1444157-2026-08-29

India TodayNE August 29, 2026

Assam Police in Cachar district arrested three alleged drug peddlers and
seized 9,800 yaba tablets estimated to be worth around Rs 3 crore during a
late-night operation in Sonai on Friday, August 28, officials said.
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Assam Police in Cachar district arrested three alleged drug peddlers and seized 9,800 yaba tablets
estimated to be worth around Rs 3 crore during a late-night operation in Sonai on Friday, August 28,
officials said.

The operation was launched following a specific tip-off regarding the movement of suspected drug
traffickers in the area. Acting on the information, Cachar Police conducted a raid in Sonai and
apprehended three men allegedly involved in drug trafficking.

Police said 9,800 yaba tablets were recovered from the possession of the accused during the
operation. The seized contraband has an estimated market value of approximately Rs 3 crore.

Cachar Police confirmed the seizure and arrests in a social media post, stating that the operation was
carried out based on a tip-off and resulted in the recovery of the yaba tablets.


https://www.indiatodayne.in/assam/story/assam-police-seize-yaba-tablets-worth-rs-3-crore-in-cachar-three-arrested-1444157-2026-08-29

The arrested accused have been identified as Kaji Chiru Miya, Krishna Kamal Das and Aabir Das.
According to police, all three are residents of West Tripura district and were subsequently arrested in
connection with the seizure.

Following the recovery, Cachar Police have launched an investigation to trace the alleged forward
and backward links of the arrested persons. Investigators are also examining whether the accused
are connected to a larger drug trafficking network operating across state borders.

Further details regarding the source of the contraband, its intended destination and the wider
network, if any, are awaited.



Manipur Police arrest two drug peddlers, recover weapons and
explosives in Bishnupur

m indiatodayne.in/manipur/story/manipur-police-arrest-two-drug-peddlers-recover-weapons-and-explosives-in-bishnupur-1444415-
2026-08-30

India TodayNE August 30, 2026

Bishnupur Police arrested two drug peddlers and recovered heroin during
routine checking. In a separate joint search, security forces seized
firearms, grenades and IEDs, and further investigation is underway.

» Routine checking at Sericulture Training led personnel to intercept two men

o Police found five soap cases carrying about 53 grams of Heroin
e The accused were identified as Md Amir Khan and Md Bungo

Bishnupur district police arrested two drug peddlers and recovered heroin, while a joint operation by
police and security forces separately led to the seizure of a cache of firearms, grenades and
improvised explosive devices on August 29.

During routine frisking and checking at Sericulture Training under Phougakchao Ithai police station,
personnel intercepted two men and recovered five soap cases containing about 53 grams of Heroin
No. 4, police said.

The arrested men were identified as 34-year-old Md Amir Khan of Kwakta Ward No. 3 and 33-year-
old Md Bungo of Kwakta Pangal Lamkhai. A Suzuki Burgman Street 125cc two-wheeler was also
seized.


https://www.indiatodayne.in/manipur/story/manipur-police-arrest-two-drug-peddlers-recover-weapons-and-explosives-in-bishnupur-1444415-2026-08-30

In a separate operation, a combined team of Bishnupur district police and security forces recovered a
range of weapons and explosives from Keipha Road Patton near a water supply pump.

The recovered items included a 9mm pistol with magazine, a .32 pistol with magazine, a country-
made AK rifle with magazine, a country-made MP-9 with magazine, a country-made SBBL, and a
country-made .22 rifle with magazine.

Security personnel also recovered two No. 36 hand grenades, two improvised explosive devices
(IEDs), ammunition of various calibres and other accessories.

Further investigation is underway.



Assam Rifles arrest two illegal Myanmar nationals, seize
heroin worth ¥24 lakh in Arunachal

= thenewsmill.com/2026/08/assam-rifles-arrest-two-illegal-myanmar-nationals-seize-heroin-worth-24-lakh-in-arunachal

By TNM (With ANI Inputs) August 30, 2026

ANI Photo | Assam Rifles arrest two illegal Myanmar nationals, seize heroin worth ¥24 lakh in Arunachal

The Assam Rifles arrested two allegedly illegal Myanmar nationals and recovered 130 grams of
heroin valued at approximately ¥24 lakh in Changlang district, Arunachal Pradesh, on August 28, the
force announced on Sunday.

The operation took place in the general area of Nampong, based on specific intelligence concerning
narcotics smuggling.
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In a statement posted on X, the Assam Rifles said, “Assam Rifles apprehended two illegal Myanmar
nationals in the general area of Nampong, Changlang District, Arunachal Pradesh on 28 Aug 2026,
based on specific intelligence regarding narcotics smuggling.”

The recovered heroin was seized from the apprehended individuals during the operation.

“The successful operation highlights Assam Rifles’ continued commitment towards curbing illegal
infiltration, trans-border narcotics smuggling and ensuring security in the Northeast,” the statement
added.

In a separate operation, Assam Rifles in coordination with Mizoram Police seized methamphetamine
tablets worth approximately ¥2.63 crore in Aizawl on August 27. Three individuals were arrested, and
878 grams of methamphetamine tablets were recovered.

The apprehended individuals were handed over to Aizawl Police for further investigation and legal
action under the Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances (ND&PS) Act.

Additionally, Assam Rifles along with the Customs Preventive Force in Champhai, Mizoram,
recovered 437 bags of areca nuts weighing 32,890 kilograms and valued at ¥3,44,68,720 in the
general area of Zotlang on August 28.

The seized consignment was handed over to the Customs Preventive Force, Champhai, for further
legal proceedings.



Myanmar woman arrested with over 350g heroin in Champhai
town

m timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/guwahati/myanmar-woman-arrested-with-over-350g-heroin-in-champhai-
town/amp_articleshow/133618235.cms

HC Vanlalruata August 29, 2026

Aizawl: Officials of the Mizoram excise and narcotics department seized over 352 grams of heroin
from a 27-year-old Myanmar woman and arrested her in Champhai town on Friday night, department
spokesperson Peter Zohmingthanga said on Saturday.

Lalpekmawi (27), a resident of Khawmawi village in Myanmar’s Chin state, was booked under
relevant sections of the Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances Act, 1985, at Champhai Excise
& Narcotics Station.

The department has seized over 17.632 kg of heroin during this year, Zohmingthanga said. It has
also seized 68.138 kg of methamphetamine and 11.531 kg of crystal meth during the same period.

Other seizures include 145.499 kg of cannabis (marijuana) and other clinical drugs widely abused by
youths in the state.

Meanwhile, leaders of the central committee of Young Mizo Association (YMA) said the availability of
drugs in Mizoram had declined significantly due to concerted efforts by enforcement agencies and
civil society groups. They said the reduced availability had prompted some drug users to travel to
Assam to purchase drugs.

The issue was raised in a meeting of ‘Working Committee on Ruihhlo Do’ (combat against drugs)
chaired by Mizoram excise & narcotics minister Lalnghinglova Hmar on Friday. The committee
suggested that a meeting of the superintendents of police of Mizoram’s Kolasib district and Assam’s
Cachar district be held soon to initiate coordinated efforts to combat drug trafficking along the inter-
state border.
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541 kg of ganja seized in Tripura, cash and phones recovered

@ hubnetwork.in/541-kg-of-ganja-seized-in-tripura-cash-and-phones-recovered

Hub Network August 29, 2026

Agartala, Aug 29: A major drug haul was unearthed in Tripura’s Sonamura on Saturday, with a joint
team of police, BSF and TSR seizing 541.2 kg of dry ganja from a residential premises at Matinagar
Madhya Para.

Acting on specific intelligence, personnel from Sonamura Police Station, 81 Battalion BSF and 11th
Battalion TSR raided the house in Ward No. 5 and recovered the ganja packed in 12 blue plastic
drums.

The team also seized %5.04 lakh in cash, several Android mobile phones and other documents during
the operation.

The owner of the house was arrested and a case has been registered at Sonamura Police Station
under the Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances (NDPS) Act, 1985. The accused is expected
to be produced before the local court, with police seeking remand for further investigation.

The seizure followed a coordinated operation by Sonamura Police, the BSF and Tripura State Rifles.
Investigators are now probing the source of the consignment and its intended destination.
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Awareness on drug trafficking and substance abuse

% nagalandpost.com/awareness-on-drug-trafficking-and-substance-abuse

NagaPost August 30, 2026

Resource persons and participants of the awareness campaign on drug trafficking and substance abuse.

DIMAPUR: A drug trafficking and substance abuse awareness campaign was held at the Conference
Hall of Police Baptist Church, Wokha, on August 28 with the objective of sensitising students and the
public on the dangers of drug abuse, drug trafficking and tobacco consumption.The programme was
organised by DEF Wokha/ANTF Wokha in collaboration with Wokha District Nasha Mukt Bharat
Abhiyaan, District AIDS Prevention & Control Unit and District Tobacco Control Unit. Around 80
participants attended the programme.

According to PRO DEF Wokha, Addl. SP Wokha and Nodal Officer, ANTF Wokha, Biren Lotha spoke
on drug trafficking and substance abuse, highlighting major drug hotspots, inter state movement of
drugs and the need for greater awareness and vigilance among students and the community.District
Welfare Officer, Wokha, C. James Ezung explained different types of drugs, their effects and the
meaning of drug abuse and intoxication. He encouraged students to share problems with trusted
elders and seek help when facing difficulties, stressing the message of “Refuse, Resist and Report”
as an approach to prevent drug abuse.Speaking on the harmful effects of tobacco, Psychologist
(NTCP), DH Wokha, Tshopeu Khutsoh discussed the composition of tobacco and its two broad forms-
smoking and smokeless. She noted that there are around 274 million tobacco users worldwide, with
India among the major tobacco producing countries. She sensitised students on the health
consequences of tobacco consumption, including oral cancer, and reminded them of the prohibition
on sale of tobacco products to persons below 18 years and within 100 yards of educational
institutions.Students were also informed about the availability of free treatment for tobacco users at
Dr. Motsuo Memorial Hospital, Wokha, and encouraged to seek professional assistance.The release
added that an interactive session was conducted, allowing participants to raise questions and engage
with resource persons. On the spot medical testing for HIV, syphilis and hepatitis was also carried out
as part of the programme.
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Meth-odical raid DRI sleuths seize 19kg amphetamine in two
cases in Bengaluru

ﬁ newindianexpress.com/cities/bengaluru/2026/Aug/30/meth-odical-raid-dri-sleuths-seize-19kg-amphetamine-in-two-cases-in-
bengaluru

Bala Chauhan August 30, 2026

Bengaluru

The price of a contraband drug depends upon the demand and availability,” said the sources.

meth File Photo

BENGALURU: The Directorate of Revenue Intelligence, Bengaluru Zonal Unit (DRI-BZU), in less
than a month, has seized over 19 kg of suspected amphetamine in two separate cases in Bengaluru
under ‘Operation Meth Endgame’. The network spans from Karnataka to Delhi/NCR region, said
sources.

“In the first case, the DRI seized around 4.594 kg of suspected amphetamine from north Bengaluru
on July 30. This led to the detection of an organised trafficking and financial network involving
clandestine deliveries, digital coordination and movement of drug proceeds,” said sources. “In the
second incident, the DRI officials seized 14.98 kg of crystalline substance suspected to be
amphetamine from another trafficking network on August 25.”

Amphetamine is a psycho stimulant, which acts on the central nervous system. It is banned under the
Narcotic Drugs & Psychotropic Substances (NDPS) Act, 1985. “The market value of the over 19 kg
amphetamine in the underground market is roughly around Rs 19.5 crore. The price of a contraband
drug depends upon the demand and availability,” said the sources.

The DRI has been on the trail to unearth the drug trafficking network since July last year, when the
DRI, Mangaluru Regional Unit (MRU), had intercepted a female passenger travelling to Bengaluru
from Delhi by bus and seized 3.8 kg of crystal methamphetamine from her in Belagavi.

13


https://www.newindianexpress.com/cities/bengaluru/2026/Aug/30/meth-odical-raid-dri-sleuths-seize-19kg-amphetamine-in-two-cases-in-bengaluru
https://www.newindianexpress.com/cities/bengaluru

“After an investigation that spanned from Bengaluru to Delhi/NCR region, the DRI between August 9
and 10, identified a residential premises in Jewar area, Gautam Buddha Nagar, Uttar Pradesh, which
was reportedly being used for manufacturing of methamphetamine by an Indian lady, who was acting
on behalf of a Nigerian male.

He was apprehended from an apartment in Noida. It was a full fledged methamphetamine
manufacturing unit with the complete infrastructure including precursor chemicals, equipment and
tools etc.

The DRI (MRU) seized 30 kg precursor chemicals along with the manufacturing equipment,” said
sources. “In a quick follow up action on August 25, the DRI-BZU seized 14.98 kg of amphetamine
from a lady travelling from Delhi to Bengaluru by train at the KSR Railway Station,” they said.

“Although the two cases involve separate syndicates, the investigations revealed a similar pattern
wherein different persons performed compartmentalised roles relating to transportation, collection,
receipt and intended onward delivery of the suspected contraband. The trafficking arrangements were
coordinated through mobile phones, WhatsApp calls, photographs and location-based instructions.

Pre-arranged meeting points and intermediaries were used for transferring consignments, while the
handlers attempted to remain physically removed from the actual movement and handover of the
suspected contraband. The DRI is analysing digital and electronic evidence, examining
communication patterns to unravel the wider trafficking networks. Eight persons have been arrested
so far under the ‘Operation Meth Endgame’ in both cases,” said sources.
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DRI intercepts a woman, recovers 7 packets of Amphetamine
drug

isn jharkhandstatenews.com/article/top-stories/11950/dri-intercepts-a-woman-recovers-7-packets-of-amphetamine-drug

August 29, 2026

Representational Pic

Enquiry revealed that on August 25, in an intelligence-led operation, officers of DRI intercepted an
Indian woman passenger at KSR Bengaluru Railway Station.

She was travelling by train from New Delhi to Bengaluru and was suspected to be carrying a large
quantity of contraband drugs.

Detailed examination of her baggage resulted in the recovery of seven packets containing a
crystalline substance, weighing 14.9 kg (approx.) which, on preliminary testing using a field drug
detection kit, indicated the presence of Amphetamine.

The recovered psychotropic substance, along with the relevant packing and concealment material,
was seized under the provisions of the NDPS Act, 1985.

Based on information gathered during the proceedings, DRI officers conducted a swift follow-up
operation at the designated delivery location. A person who arrived at the spot to receive the baggage
from the carrier was intercepted. Further follow-up action led to the interception of another person
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who had come to receive the contraband from the first receiver. All three persons involved in the
transportation and attempted receipt of the contraband were arrested under the provisions of the
NDPS Act, 1985.

In another unrelated intelligence-led operation on 25.08.2026, DRI intercepted another Indian woman
passenger at Pune Junction station, who was travelling by train from Hazrat Nizamuddin Railway
Station, Delhi, via Pune.

Detailed examination of her baggage resulted in the recovery of a white/yellow-coloured crystalline
substance purported to be Amphetamine, weighing 2.53 kg ( approx.) and tablets purported to be
3,4-methylenedioxymethamphetamine (MDMA), weighing 878 grams (gross). The recovered
contraband was seized under the provisions of the NDPS Act, 1985, and the passenger was arrested.

The latest seizures form part of DRI's intensified efforts to interdict synthetic drugs and dismantle
trafficking networks operating across the country. Ina fortnight, DRI has now seized around 150 kg
Amphetamine Type Stimulant (ATS) class of drugs in five operations, including 76 kg
Methamphetamine tablets in two operations along India's North-Eastern frontier and 55.86 kg
Methamphetamine concealed by mixing it with maize/corn in an export consignment destined for
Jeddah, Saudi Arabia.
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Over 12 kg MDMA worth Rs 10 cr seized in Coimbatore; 3 held

@ theprint.in/india/over-12-kg-mdma-worth-rs-10-cr-seized-in-coimbatore-3-held/3028448

PTI August 29, 2026

Malappuram (Keralam), Aug 29 (PTI) Over 12 kg MDMA worth around Rs 10 crore was recovered
from a vehicle in Coimbatore and three people were arrested as part of a probe into an earlier drug
seizure in Manjeri, here, District Police Chief Chaitra Teresa John said on Saturday.

In a press conference, John said that the arrest and seizure was made as part of the investigation
into a commercial quantity drug seizure case registered at Manjeri police station on August 6, in
which nearly 97 grams of MDMA was recovered.

Six people were initially arrested in that case.
Nine Years, Made Possible by Readers

In 2017, Shekhar Gupta started ThePrint with a simple belief: Indian readers want journalism that
asks why and what next, not just what. And that enough of them would be willing to pay for good
journalism.

Nine years on, that belief has held.

And, in these nine years, we’ve stayed true to our mission. We’ve been asking the follow-up
questions, going beyond the headlines and explaining what’s actually happening. We’ve travelled
across the country to bring you in-depth, visually-compelling stories from the ground.

I's been nine years of readers choosing to make this possible. If you'd like to be one of them:
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Shameerpet: Police Seize Over 5,000 Ganja-Laced Chocolates

@ deccanchronicle.com/amp/southern-states/telangana/hyderabad-police-seize-over-5000-ganja-chocolates-near-shameerpet-
1983194

DC Correspondent August 29, 2026

Police are also expected to intensify checks on shops in and around
Shameerpet to prevent the sale of narcotic substances in the guise of
confectionery items.

5,000 ganja-laced chocolates seized by police near Shameerpet. (Representational Image: X)
Hyderabad: Police seized more than 5,000 ganja-laced chocolates near Shameerpet on Friday,
raising concerns over the sale of narcotic-laced products to children and youngsters.

According to reports, the chocolates were allegedly being sold through a pan shop, with children and
youth being the primary targets.

Police have reportedly launched an investigation to identify those involved in the sale and supply of
the ganja chocolates and to trace the source of the contraband.

Police are also expected to intensify checks on shops in and around Shameerpet to prevent the sale
of narcotic substances in the guise of confectionery items.
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Special Court Rejects Bail Plea of Liberian National in Siolim
Drug Seizure Case

E prudentmedia.in/legal/special-court-rejects-bail-plea-of-liberian-national-in-siolim-drug-seizure-case/37977.htmi

Prudent Media August 29, 2026

LEGAL
North Goa Special NDPS Court has rejected the bail application of a 25-year-old Liberian national,
Patrick Bah, who was arrested in October

The North Goa Special NDPS Court has rejected the bail application of a 25-year-old Liberian
national, Patrick Bah, who was arrested in October 2024 for alleged possession of
commercial/intermediate quantities of ecstasy and methamphetamine, citing the accused’s prior
criminal antecedents under the NDPS Act, the risk of absconding, and the absence of any substantial
change in circumstances since his previous bail rejections.

According to the prosecution, Bah was apprehended during a raid conducted by Anjuna Police on
October 24, 2024 in Siolim, Bardez. Police seized 18 suspected ecstasy tablets (weighing 7.68
grams) and 23.98 grams of suspected methamphetamine from his possession. A case was
subsequently registered under the NDPS Act.

The current plea marked Bah's fifth attempt at securing bail. Three earlier applications had been
dismissed by the Special Court, while a fourth was withdrawn before the High Court of Bombay at
Goa in March 2026.
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NDPS Court Rejects Bail Pleas Of 3 Accused In NESCO Drug
Overdose Death Case

[ﬂ freepressjournal.in/amp/mumbai/ndps-court-rejects-bail-pleas-of-3-accused-in-nesco-drug-overdose-death-case

Charul Shah Joshi August 30, 2026

A special NDPS court has rejected the bail pleas of Nitesh Khemlani, MBA
students Pratik Pandey and Raunak Khandelwal, accused in connection
with two suspected drug overdose deaths at a techno music concert held
at Mumbai’s NESCO Exhibition Centre. The court cited their alleged
involvement and the possibility of withess pressure and investigation
tampering.

NDPS Court Rejects Bail Pleas Of 3 Accused In NESCO Drug Overdose Death Case |
Representational Image

The special NDPS court has rejected the bail pleas of Nitesh Khemlani, students Pratik Pandey and
Raunak Khandelwal, who are accused in connection with two 'drug overdose' deaths during a music
concert at the NESCO Exhibition Centre.

Two MBA students died and several others were hospitalised following a suspected drug overdose at
a techno music concert held on April 11.

Accused seek bail

Seeking bail, Khandelwal claimed there was no material to establish his link with the “unfortunate”
deaths.

Similarly, Pandey asserted that those injured and deceased were “habitual to partying and consuming
pills”.

Prosecution allegations

According to the prosecution, Khemlani received a huge amount from his brother Nitesh, another key
accused, and the money was spent on buying 4,000 MDMA pills overseas.

Pandey had sought pills following demand from his peers and had even received money from them to
arrange the contraband, the prosecution argued.

He also distributed the pills to Khandelwal and others, it claimed, adding that the latter further passed
on the drugs.

In his defence, Khemlani said he had been unemployed for the past four to five years and had been
using his wife’s bank account during this period.
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DRI Mumbai Busts Drug Trafficking Network, 547 grams of
Cocaine Seized

@ newsgram.com/amp/story/maharashtra/2026/08/29/drug-network-busted-mumbai

IANS Agency August 29, 2026

DRI Mumbai busts drug trafficking network, seizes 547 grams of cocaine; two foreign nationals
arrested IANS

THE DIRECTORATE OF REVENEUE INTELLIGENCE (DRI), Mumbai Zonal Unit, has busted an
alleged drug trafficking network and seized 547 grams of a substance that tested positive for
cocaine/methaqualone during an operation in Mira Road, Mumbai, the agency said in a statement.

Acting on specific intelligence, DRI officers launched surveillance after receiving information that a
Kenyan national was travelling by bus from Indore to Mumbai to allegedly deliver a consignment of
narcotic drugs to a Nigerian national.

According to the agency, DRI officials intercepted the Kenyan woman along with a Nigerian national
who had arrived in Mira Road to receive the suspected drug consignment.

During the examination of the Kenyan national's bag, officers recovered two packets marked “LV”.
The packets contained a white crystalline substance with a combined weight of 547 grams. The
substance was tested using an NDPS field-testing kit and was found to be positive for
cocaine/methaqualone, the DRI said.

The recovered substance has been seized, and both individuals have been arrested under the
provisions of the Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances (NDPS) Act, 1985. The agency said
further investigation into the case is currently underway.

In its statement, the DRI said, “This operation reflects DRI's continued commitment to intelligence-led
enforcement against the trafficking of narcotic drugs and psychotropic substances, thereby disrupting
drug trafficking networks and safeguarding public health and society from the menace of narcotics.”

The agency said such operations are aimed at identifying and disrupting organised networks involved
in the illicit movement and distribution of narcotic drugs and psychotropic substances. Intelligence-led
surveillance, it added, remains an important component of efforts to prevent illegal drug trafficking
and curb the circulation of narcotics.

The DRI also linked the latest enforcement action to the broader government campaign against drug
abuse and illicit narcotics. The agency said sustained enforcement efforts contribute to the
Government’s vision of a 'Nasha Mukt Bharat Abhiyaan' by reducing the availability and illegal
circulation of narcotic drugs.
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The seizure in Mira Road comes as enforcement agencies continue to intensify efforts against drug
trafficking networks operating across state and international boundaries. The DRI's investigation is
expected to establish the source of the seized substance, its intended destination and the wider
network, if any, connected to the two arrested individuals.
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DM, SSP Doda chair NCORD meeting

n= dailyexcelsior.com/dm-ssp-doda-chair-ncord-meeting/amp

Daily Excelsior August 29, 2026

DM and SSP Doda jointly chairing NCORD meeting on Saturday.
Excelsior Correspondent

DODA, Aug 29: District Magistrate Doda, Krishan Lal and Senior Superintendent of Police Doda,

Kartik Shrotriya today jointly chaired a meeting of the District Level Committee under the National
Coordination Committee for Drug Law Enforcement (NCORD) to review measures being taken to
curb drug abuse and strengthen enforcement against the illegal drug trade in the district.

The meeting held a detailed review of the prevailing drug situation, enforcement activities, preventive
measures, awareness programmes and inter-departmental coordination to tackle the menace of drug
abuse.

During the meeting, various issues were discussed including installation of CCTV cameras at
vulnerable spots, action against drug peddlers, strengthening of surveillance and intensification of
awareness programmes.

District Social Welfare Officer, Doda briefed the chair about the detailed Action Taken Report on the
directions issued during the previous NCORD meeting. He also highlighted the achievements under
the anti-drug drive including training of counsellors, Information, Education and Communication (IEC)
campaigns and other initiatives undertaken under the Anti-Drug Abuse Campaign.

The District Magistrate stressed the need for a coordinated and sustained approach involving all
concerned departments to prevent drug abuse, particularly among youth. He directed the officers to
intensify awareness activities in educational institutions and vulnerable areas and ensure effective
implementation of measures aimed at making the district drug-free.

SSP Doda stressed the need for strict action against illicit cultivation, possession, transportation and
supply of narcotic substances. He directed that information regarding illicit cultivation and the

transportation of narcotic substances through courier services be promptly shared with the concerned
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officers and SHOs. He called for enhanced surveillance, intelligence sharing and close coordination
among enforcement agencies to identify and dismantle drug networks.

The DM and SSP called upon all stakeholders to work collectively towards creating a safe and drug-
free environment in the district, with special focus on protecting young people from the harmful effects
of substance abuse.

The meeting was attended by ACD Doda, DSWO Doda, concerned BMOs, Narcotics Officers,
Agriculture Officers and other concerned officials. ADC Bhaderwah, SDMs, Tehsildars, BDOs and
Police Officers participated virtually.
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Police in Rajasthan’s Pratapgarh freeze drug smuggler’s
assets valued at Rs 2.82 crore

E‘!ﬁ english.punjabkesari.com/india/pratapgarh-police-freeze-drug-smugglers-illegal-assets-worth-rs-282-crore

IANS August 29, 2026

Jaipur, Aug 29 (IANS) The Rajasthan Police have taken major action under ‘Operation Trinetra’
against assets allegedly acquired through drug trafficking, police said on Saturday.

Police have frozen movable and immovable properties worth around Rs 2.82 crore belonging to
history-sheeter and alleged hardcore criminal Ajab Khan of Devaldi village, under Arnod police
station.

Police said that 14 criminal cases, including charges related to attempted murder, drug trafficking and
illegal weapons, are registered against Khan in Rajasthan and Madhya Pradesh.

The action was taken under Section 68F (1) of the NDPS Act following directions from Rajasthan
Director General of Police Rajeev Kumar Sharma.

Under the direction of Pratapgarh Superintendent of Police (SP) Vishal Jangid and supervision of
Additional SP Jaydev Siyag, Arnod police prepared a proposal for freezing the alleged illegal assets.

The documents were submitted to the competent authority and administrator under SAFEMA and the
NDPS Act in New Delhi.

Following the hearing, the competent authority approved the freezing order on August 28, 2026, and

made it permanent.
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According to the police, Khan was allegedly involved in a case involving 796 kg of illegal doda chura
(refers to a narcotic substance poppy straw or poppy husk).

On June 16, 2020, Lohawat police in Phalodi district recovered 796 kg of the substance from a truck.

During the investigation, the arrested truck driver allegedly told police that the consignment had been
loaded by Ajab Khan, son of Amirgul Khan and a resident of Devaldi under Arnod police station.

The Phalodi Superintendent of Police had announced a Rs 25,000 reward for information leading to
Khan’s arrest.

After remaining absconding for nearly six years, Khan was arrested by Arnod police on March 28,
2026, and subsequently handed over to Lohawat police. He is currently in judicial custody at the
Jaisalmer District Jail.

Police records describe Khan as a history-sheeter and alleged hardcore criminal of Arnod police
station.

A total of 14 cases are registered against him in Rajasthan and Madhya Pradesh under various
provisions, including the NDPS Act, attempted murder, assault, drug trafficking, Arms Act, SC/ST Act,
gambling and obstruction of government officials.

According to the police investigation, Khan allegedly acquired movable and immovable assets over
the past six years using proceeds from drug trafficking.

Police said several properties were registered not in Khan’s name or the names of his immediate
family members, but in the names of distant relatives and acquaintances.

Investigators allege that although the properties were formally registered in other names, they were
being used and controlled by Khan and his family.

The frozen immovable assets in Devaldi village include a farmhouse, garage, buffalo farm, residential
house, poultry farm, goat farm and a tin shed constructed on around four bighas of land.

Police have estimated their current market value at around Rs 2.50 crore.

The investigation also identified several vehicles allegedly purchased in the names of relatives and
acquaintances. These include a Thar jeep and Maruti Swift car, a motorcycle, a Mahindra tractor, a
Splendor Plus Xtec, two other motorcycles and a TVS Apache.

Taking into account the estimated current market value of the vehicles and immovable properties,
police have assessed the total value of the frozen assets at around Rs 2,82,80,000.

Police said their investigation found that one parcel of land on which a farmhouse and houses were
constructed was registered in the name of Gulor Khan, son of Afzal Khan, although investigators
allege that Ajab Khan had purchased and was using the property.
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Similarly, another parcel of land was reportedly registered in the names of other individuals but was
allegedly under Khan’s possession.

Police suspect that registering the assets in the names of relatives and acquaintances was intended
to keep them beyond the immediate reach of legal action.

Police said the proposal to freeze Khan'’s alleged illegal assets was submitted to the competent
authority on July 30, 2026, following financial verification and examination of relevant documents.

After the hearing process was completed, the competent authority approved the freezing order on
August 28 and made it permanent.

Pratapgarh Police said the action is part of its ongoing efforts under ‘Operation Trinetra’ to identify
and target assets allegedly generated through drug trafficking and other organised criminal activities.

arc/khz

(This content is sourced from a syndicated feed and is published as received. Punjab Kesari
assumes no responsibility or liability for its accuracy, completeness, or content.)
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Accused In ¥70-Crore MD Drug Case Arrested After 5 Years On
The Run By Indore Crime Branch

[ﬂ freepressjournal.in/amp/indore/accused-in-70-crore-md-drug-case-arrested-after-5-years-on-the-run-by-indore-crime-branch

Staff Reporter August 29, 2026

Indore Crime Branch has arrested Akran Khan, wanted since 2021 in a
major drug case involving the seizure of 70 kg of mephedrone worth
around Rs 70 crore and Rs 13.03 lakh cash. Police are questioning him
about the drug source, suppliers, financial transactions and others
allegedly linked to the network.

Accused In ¥70-Crore MD Drug Case Arrested After 5 Years On The Run By Indore Crime Branch |
FP photo

Indore (Madhya Pradesh): City Crime Branch arrested Akran Khan, wanted in a high-profile 2021
case involving 70 kg of mephedrone (MD) worth around Rs 70 crore. Police had also seized Rs 13.03
lakh in cash in the case.

According to DCP (Crime) Rajesh Kumar Tripathi, the case dates back to Jan 6, 2021, when the
Crime Branch arrested several accused during an illegal MD drug deal on Sanawadiya Road.

A total of 70 kg of mephedrone and Rs 13.03 lakh in cash were seized. A case was registered under
various sections of the NDPS Act, IPC and IT Act.

Khan, a resident of Panchsheel Nagar in Nashik, Maharashtra, had been wanted since then. He
works in the scrap business. The Crime Branch finally arrested him after efforts to trace him.

Police are questioning Khan about his alleged role, the source of the drugs, suppliers, financial
transactions and others linked to the network. Police said he also has a criminal case registered
against him in Maharashtra.

Tripathi said the arrest was part of Indore Police's continued action against drug trafficking.

Tripathi said that in 2026, the City Crime Branch has registered 62 cases under the NDPS Act and
arrested 129 accused.

Police seized 2.958 kg of MD, 28.338 kg of ganja, 500 kg of bhang, 268.58 grams of brown sugar
and 10 grams of cocaine. Drugs and vehicles worth around Rs 3.57 crore were seized in these
cases.

28


https://www.freepressjournal.in/amp/indore/accused-in-70-crore-md-drug-case-arrested-after-5-years-on-the-run-by-indore-crime-branch

Shimla police nab drug peddler trying to flee to Abu Dhabi at
Ahmedabad airport

@ hindustantimes.com/cities/chandigarh-news/shimla-police-nab-drug-peddler-trying-to-flee-to-abu-dhabi-at-ahmedabad-airport-
101788027296799-amp.html

HT Correspondent August 30, 2026

The Shimla police have arrested three major inter-state drug peddlers and seized 1.1 kg of high-
grade heroin at Shoghi. One of the suspects, Azad Singh—a resident of Naraingarh in Ambala district
—was intercepted at Ahmedabad airport while preparing to flee to Abu Dhabi.

Azad was produced before a court in Ahmedabad to secure transit remand and was brought to Shimla and a three
day police remand has been obtained. (HT Photo for representation)

According to the police, the investigation uncovered that Azad is linked to another previously arrested
accused, Shubhkarman Singh. They said that Azad was preparing to flee the country for Abu Dhabi
and had already obtained a passport and a tourist visa.

Azad was produced before a court in Ahmedabad to secure transit remand and was brought to
Shimla and a three day police remand has been obtained.

According to the police, the three accused —Vijay Kumar, Shubhkarman Singh (alias Sultan), and
Azad Singh—used the ‘Signal’ app to communicate, thereby keeping their activities hidden from the
scrutiny of investigative agencies.

According to the investigation, the heroin consignment provided by Shubhkarman alias Sultan, of
Tarn Taran district, Punjab, was to be forwarded through various members of the network. The
consignment was passed from Shubhkarman to Vijay via Azad; the accused, Vijay, had arrived in
Shimla with this 1.1 kg consignment of heroin, which was subsequently intercepted and seized by the
Shimla police’s special cell.

With the arrest of Azad Singh, a total of three accused have now been arrested in this case. Vijay
was arrested near Shoghi on August 3 with 1.1 kg of high-grade heroin.

Drug supplier arrested from Ambala
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In a separate case, the Jubbal police station has busted an inter-state heroin supply network and
arrested Sunny Singh from Ambala. Investigations have revealed that the network’s links extend to
Punjab and Haryana, in addition to Himachal Pradesh.

The case stems from an FIR registered on July 15, 2026 under Sections 21 and 29 of the NDPS Act
at the Jubbal police station, following the seizure of 9.57gm of heroin from the possession of the
accused, Ravindra Kumar a resident of Ghumarwin, District Bilaspur.

During police interrogation, Ravindra revealed that he had procured heroin from Sunny Singh in
Zirakpur. The questioning also uncovered a location-based delivery module used by the network. A
total of 24gm of heroin has been recovered so far in connection with the case.

Absconding accused arrested

In a third case, police station sadar Shimla arrested Karan, a resident of Amritsar, Punjab, who had
been absconding in connection with a heroin smuggling case. This case was registered on December
25, 2025 under Sections 21 and 29 of the NDPS Act. In the said case, 6 gm of heroin had previously
been recovered from the possession of an accused named Ankush alias Sudama. During
interrogation, Ankush had said that he obtained the contraband from Sagar. Ankush, Praveen
Chauhan alias Bobby, and Sagar were arrested during the course of the investigation.

A financial investigation into the case revealed that Sagar had transferred a sum of %3 lakh to Karan’s
HDFC bank account and other accounts. Based on this financial link, it was established that Karan
was the key kingpin of this heroin smuggling network.
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2 drug-peddlers held with heroin

n= dailyexcelsior.com/2-drug-peddlers-held-with-heroin-3/amp

Daily Excelsior August 29, 2026
Excelsior Correspondent

UDHAMPUR, Aug 29: Two drug-peddlers were arrested with heroin at Phalata by a police team from
Rehambal Police Station during a naka in Udhampur district today.

Those arrested have been identified as Showkat Ahmad Lessu, son of Bashir Ahmad Lessu of Sheikh
Dawood Colony, Batamaloo, Srinagar and Waseem Ahmad Kanday, son of Ali Mohd Kanday of
Allochi Bagh, Khadi Mill Road, Srinagar.

During their personal search, 13.7 grams of heroin along with polypack were recovered from their
possession. Both the accused were arrested on the spot and the contraband was also seized.

Accordingly an FIR No. 213/2026 under Sections 8/21/22 NDPS Act has been registered and further
investigation is underway.
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Chilli powder attack helps heroin accused flee police custody

m timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/chandigarh/chilli-powder-attack-helps-heroin-accused-flee-police-
custody/amp_articleshow/133619231.cms

Pawan Tiwari August 29, 2026

Chandigarh: A man arrested by the Khanna CIA in a heroin seizure case allegedly escaped from
police custody after he and his relatives threw red chilli powder into the eyes of police personnel
during a search of his Sector 38 residence on Friday evening.

The accused, Deepak Thapa, a resident of Sector 38, was arrested by the Khanna CIA on Aug 26
based on information obtained during the interrogation of another accused, who was allegedly found
in possession of around 500 grams of heroin.

According to a complaint filed by the Khanna CIA team with Maloya police, Thapa revealed during
questioning that the heroin was concealed at his residence. Acting on this information, a CIA team
took him, in handcuffs, to his house around 6pm on Friday to recover the contraband.

Punjab Police personnel alleged that after entering the house, Thapa requested permission to use
the bathroom and asked the officers to remove his handcuffs. As soon as the restraints were
removed, he allegedly joined hands with his relatives and threw red chilli powder into the eyes of the
policemen accompanying him.

Caught off guard by the sudden attack and resulting confusion, the police personnel were unable to
prevent Thapa from fleeing the spot.

Following the incident, the Khanna CIA team informed Maloya police and lodged a formal complaint.
A case has been registered against Thapa and others allegedly involved in helping him escape.
Police teams have launched a search operation to trace the accused.

The incident has also raised questions about coordination between Punjab Police and Chandigarh
Police during inter-state investigations. According to Maloya police, the Khanna CIA team did not
inform the local police station before bringing the accused to Chandigarh and conducting the search
at his residence. Local police were reportedly informed only after Thapa had escaped from custody.

Police records indicate that Thapa has a criminal history and has previously been named in cases
under the NDPS Act, Arms Act and a murder case. He has reportedly been jailed multiple times.

His name has also surfaced in investigations involving Nigerian nationals arrested with heroin in
Chandigarh.

Police are now conducting raids at Thapa’s suspected hideouts and questioning persons who may
have provided him shelter or assistance after the escape. Investigators are also trying to determine
how the accused managed to evade the police team and whether others played a role in facilitating

his escape.
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25-year-old dies after suspected 'Chitta’' drug overdose in
Punjab's Gurdaspur

@ indiatoday.in/india/story/gurdaspur-drug-overdose-buddha-bala-cheap-chemical-trade-sparks-protests-2982497-2026-08-29
India Today News Desk August 29, 2026

The incident has also brought renewed attention to alleged drug trafficking
in Buddha Bala village of Gurdaspur, which local leaders claimed has
emerged as a major centre for narcotics supply.

lii
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A 25-year-old man allegedly died of a drug overdose in Punjab’s Gurdaspur on the day of Raksha
Bandhan on August 28, prompting local residents and village leaders to protest against the

administration over what they described as the unchecked sale of ‘Chitta’, a synthetic drug, in the
area.

The victim, identified as Bachittar Singh of Buddha Bala village, reportedly consumed an excessive

quantity of the drug between 8 am and 9 am, following which his condition deteriorated and he died
later.

His family said the incident had shattered a household that was celebrating the festival with the rest
of the country
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Police arrests drug peddler in Anantnag, Charas recovered

@ thekashmirhorizon.com/2026/08/29/police-arrests-drug-peddler-in-anantnag-charas-recovered

Agencies August 29, 2026

August 29: Continuing its action against drug trafficking, Police in Anantnag apprehended a person
during routine patrolling at Haji Mohalla Barariangan, Uttersoo.

The accused, identified as Hamid Farooq Dar son of Farooq Ahmad Dar resident of Brakpora,
Anantnag, was apprehended by a police party of Police Station Uttersoo. During his search, Charas
was recovered from his possession.

In this regard, FIR No. 88/2026 has been registered at Police Station Uttersoo, and investigation has
been initiated.

J&K Police reiterates its commitment to combating the menace of drugs and urges the public to
extend cooperation in making the district drug-free.
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CBN seizes 66.8 lakh psychotropic tablets in interstate drug
diversion bust under Operation Vajra 2.0

aninews.in/news/national/general-news/cbn-seizes-668-lakh-psychotropic-tablets-in-interstate-drug-diversion-bust-under-
operation-vajra-2020260829161121

ANI | August 29, 2026

Gwalior (Madhya Pradesh) [India], August 29 (ANI): The Central Bureau of Narcotics (CBN) has
seized 66,79,980 psychotropic tablets during a two-day operation under "Operation Vajra 2.0" on the
Chandigarh-Baddi route in the Punjab-Himachal Pradesh corridor, officials said on Saturday.The
seized consignment comprised 59,08,100 Alprazolam tablets, 7,47,780 Tramadol tablets, 23,700
Nitrazepam tablets and 400 Clonazepam tablets. One person has been arrested, and the truck
allegedly used for transporting the consignment has been seized.According to CBN officials, the
operation was launched by its Madhya Pradesh Unit based on intelligence developed by its Neemuch
team regarding the movement of a large illicit consignment of psychotropic medicines.

A special team maintained an overnight watch on the Chandigarh-Baddi interstate route before
intercepting a suspicious truck bearing Uttar Pradesh registration on August 27, officials said.The
vehicle and its driver were taken to a secure location, where officers conducted a detailed search and
recovered 120 master cartons containing controlled substances hidden in cargo.During examination,
officials found that batch numbers, manufacturing dates and expiry dates had reportedly been erased
from a large number of blister strips and boxes. The CBN said several medicines were also marked
"Not to be sold in Punjab Haryana State", yet were being transported into the region.The
consignment was allegedly being transported without valid invoices, bills, or e-way bills, raising
questions about the legitimacy of the shipment, officials said.The inventory and sealing process took
more than 14 hours, following which the entire consignment and the truck were formally seized under
the provisions of the Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances (NDPS) Act, 1985.The CBN said
one suspect has been arrested under the NDPS Act and further investigation is underway to trace the
manufacturing sources and distribution network allegedly involved in the diversion of pharmaceutical
drugs and identify other persons connected with the case.The seizure forms part of the CBN's
enforcement efforts under the "Nasha Mukt Bharat Abhiyan". According to the agency, it has
registered 197 cases, arrested 272 people and dismantled six clandestine drug-manufacturing
laboratories across the country so far in 2026.The agency said its enforcement actions during the
year have also resulted in the seizure of around 51,000 kg of narcotic drugs and more than 12.7 crore
psychotropic tablets and capsules nationwide. (ANI)
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Two held for selling codeine-based cough syrup in Shravasti

timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/lucknow/two-held-for-selling-codeine-based-cough-syrup-in-
shravasti/articleshow/133619400.cms

TNN August 29, 2026

Lucknow: A joint team of the drug enforcement department and police seized a large quantity of
prohibited medicines, including codeine-based cough syrup, during a raid at a medical store and
arrested two accused in Shravasti district. The action followed the circulation of a video showing the
sale of codeine-containing syrup from a house in Badla Baijnathpur village under the Hardatt Nagar
Girant police station area.ASP Chandrakesh Singh said the authorities had received confidential
information about the sale of prohibited medicines. Following the tip-off, drug inspector Shrikant
Gupta and Hardatt Nagar Girant police station in charge Mahilanath Upadhyay, along with their
teams, conducted the raid.During the operation, officials recovered 437 bottles of 100ml Anrex syrup
containing codeine and 121 bottles of Choco DX syrup. A total of 558 bottles of the prohibited syrups
were seized.The team also recovered 11,280 Proxihom Spas capsules packed in 47 boxes, 2,160
Semplux Plus tablets packed in nine boxes and 3,600 Alprazone 0.5 tablets packed in six
boxes.According to the police, all the recovered syrups and medicines fall under the category of
prohibited or restricted drugs.

The seizure is being examined as part of the investigation into their alleged illegal sale and
distribution. The two men arrested in connection with the case have been identified as Shivaji, a
resident of Panditpurwa in Jot Chandpara village under Hardi police station in Bahraich district, and
Bharat Kumar, a resident of Gosainpurwa, also in Bahraich.An FIR has been registered against the
two accused. They were subsequently produced before a court and sent to judicial custody.Police
and drug enforcement officials are now investigating the source of the prohibited medicines and
determining whether the accused were part of a larger network involved in the illegal supply and
distribution of codeine-based syrups and other restricted medicines.
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CRPF Holds Drug Awareness Drive At Lal Chowk

m onlykashmir.in/31977/crpf-holds-drug-awareness-drive-at-lal-chowk

Online Editor August 29, 2026

Onlykashmir.in News Desk

As part of the Nasha Mukt Bharat Abhiyaan, the 132 Battalion CRPF, in collaboration with Secure
Path, a civil society organisation, and Shining Star Public High School, organised a one day
programme on drug awareness and prevention at the Old Court Complex on Court Road, Lal Chowk,
Srinagar on Saturday. The event was held as part of the third phase of the Nasha Mukt Bharat
Abhiyaan, with the objective of creating awareness among youth and the general public about the
harmful effects of drug abuse and encouraging them to contribute toward building a drug free society.

Around 200 participants, including school students, teachers, civilians and others, took part in the
programme, reflecting broad community engagement with the initiative. A pledge against drug abuse
was administered to all participants during the event, reinforcing the collective commitment to the anti
drug campaign. Following the programme, a drug awareness rally was organised from Old Sardar
Court to Clock Tower in Lal Chowk, with participants carrying awareness messages and raising
slogans advocating a drug free society as they moved through the area, spreading the message of
Nasha Mukt Bharat among the wider public. Pamphlets containing drug awareness material were
also distributed to local residents along the rally route.
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During the event, motivational and awareness speeches were delivered by Chief Guest Dr. Deep
Shekhar Mohan, Chief Medical Officer, Senior Grade, of 132 Battalion CRPF, alongside Resource
Person Er. Mubashir Jan, Assistant Regional Transport Officer, and S. Umar Bhat, Executive Director
of Secure Path. The speakers focused on the harmful physical, psychological and social effects of
drug abuse, and urged young people and the broader community to remain vigilant against
substance misuse while supporting peers and family members who may be at risk.

Certificates of participation were distributed to attendees in recognition of their involvement in the
awareness programme, and refreshments were provided to all participants at the close of the event.
The initiative forms part of a wider, nationwide push under the Nasha Mukt Bharat Abhiyaan to curb
drug abuse through sustained community outreach, particularly targeting educational institutions and
public spaces frequented by young people. Saturday’s programme at Lal Chowk underscored the
continued collaboration between security forces, civil society organisations and educational
institutions in Srinagar to address drug abuse through awareness rather than enforcement alone, with
organisers expressing hope that similar initiatives would continue across the city’s other localities in
the coming phases of the campaign.
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From Addiction to Recovery: Jammu and Kashmir’s fight
against Drugs

n= dailyexcelsior.com/from-addiction-to-recovery-jammu-and-kashmirs-fight-against-drugs/amp

Daily Excelsior August 29, 2026

Mohammad Hanief

Jammu and Kashmir is facing a growing battle against drug addiction, a crisis that is no longer
confined to a few individuals or isolated communities. It has emerged as a serious social and public-
health challenge affecting families, young people, educational institutions and communities across
the Union Territory. The increasing availability of narcotics, particularly heroin and other opioids, has
made drug de-addiction an urgent priority, demanding a response that combines strict action against
traffickers with accessible treatment, rehabilitation and social reintegration.

The seriousness of the problem has become increasingly visible in recent years. A government
survey conducted in 2022 across ten districts of the Kashmir Valley estimated around 70,000 people
affected by substance use, including nearly 50,000 heroin users. While these figures are not a current
census and must be interpreted cautiously, they provide an indication of the scale of the challenge.
Earlier national data had also identified Jammu and Kashmir as a region with a significant burden of
opioid use.

Behind every statistic is a human story. Addiction can begin with experimentation, curiosity or peer
pressure and gradually turn into dependence. For some young people, unemployment, emotional
distress, family problems, social isolation and frustration can make drugs appear to offer temporary
escape. What begins as occasional consumption can eventually damage physical and mental health,
education, employment, relationships and family stability.
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The most disturbing aspect of the situation is its impact on the younger generation. Jammu and
Kashmir has a large and energetic youth population whose potential is vital to the region's future.
When young people become trapped in substance abuse, the loss is not limited to the individual.
Families suffer emotionally and financially, communities lose productive members and society pays a
long-term price.

The drug problem is also changing. Heroin and opioids remain major concerns, but cannabis,
pharmaceutical medicines and other substances are also part of the wider picture. This means that
prevention strategies cannot focus on a single drug. Healthcare institutions, schools, parents and law-
enforcement agencies must remain alert to changing patterns of substance use and intervene before
experimentation becomes dependency.

Jammu and Kashmir has taken several important steps to confront the challenge. De-addiction and
treatment facilities have expanded across both divisions, while government-supported Addiction
Treatment Facilities and District De-Addiction Centres are providing medical care, counselling and
rehabilitation services. De-addiction services have also been made available at the district level,
helping bring treatment closer to communities.

The growing number of people approaching treatment centres is significant. Government-supported
facilities have recorded a sharp increase in people receiving treatment for drug addiction in recent
years. This rise should not automatically be viewed only as evidence of worsening addiction. It may
also indicate greater awareness, improved access to treatment and a growing willingness among
families and individuals to seek professional help. The fact that more people are coming forward can
therefore be seen as both a warning and a sign of changing attitudes towards recovery.

The ongoing Nasha Mukt Bharat and Nasha Mukt Jammu and Kashmir campaigns have further
strengthened the preventive response. Awareness programmes are being conducted in schools,
colleges, villages and urban communities, with increasing participation from youth, parents, teachers,
religious leaders and civil society. The administration has also strengthened district-level coordination
to connect prevention, enforcement, treatment and rehabilitation.

But awareness alone cannot cure addiction. A person dependent on drugs may understand the
dangers perfectly well and still find it extremely difficult to stop. Addiction affects behaviour, physical
health and psychological functioning, making professional intervention essential. Treatment must
therefore be accessible, confidential, affordable and sustained over time.

This is where rehabilitation becomes the heart of the response. De-addiction should not end when a
patient stops consuming drugs or completes detoxification. Recovery is a long-term process. After
leaving a treatment centre, a recovering person may face cravings, anxiety, unemployment, family
conflict, social pressure and the possibility of relapse. Without continued support, the individual can
easily return to the environment in which addiction developed.
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Rehabilitation must therefore be about rebuilding lives. Counselling, family therapy, education,
vocational training, employment opportunities, peer support and community participation can help
recovering persons regain confidence and independence. A person who has overcome addiction
needs more than a certificate of treatment; he or she needs an opportunity to live a meaningful and
productive life.

The government's growing focus on rehabilitation and socio-economic reintegration is therefore
encouraging. Employment deserves particular attention because meaningful work provides income,
dignity, routine and purpose. Vocational training and livelihood support can help recovering
individuals become financially independent and reduce the social and economic pressures that can
contribute to relapse.

Families are equally important in the recovery process. Unfortunately, stigma remains one of the
greatest barriers to treatment. Many families hesitate to acknowledge addiction because they fear
criticism from relatives, neighbours or the wider community. Some attempt to conceal the problem
until it becomes severe. Such attitudes can delay professional intervention and make recovery more
difficult.

Addiction should not be treated as a source of family shame. Seeking treatment is an act of
responsibility. Families need counselling and support so that they understand the nature of addiction
and learn how to help a recovering member without either abandoning or enabling them.
Communities, too, must stop permanently labelling people who have completed treatment. A
recovering person deserves the opportunity to rebuild his or her identity.

Schools and colleges have an equally important preventive role. Anti-drug education should go
beyond occasional lectures, rallies and posters. Students need continuous guidance about substance
abuse, peer pressure, emotional well-being and healthy decision-making. Teachers and counsellors
should be trained to identify early warning signs and direct vulnerable students towards appropriate
support.

At the same time, prevention must be linked to opportunity. Young people need education,
employment, sports, entrepreneurship, cultural activities and meaningful participation in community
life. A youth policy that creates hope and purpose is also a powerful drug-prevention strategy.

Law enforcement remains another essential pillar. Jammu and Kashmir's geographical location has
made it vulnerable to narcotics trafficking and organised networks. Recent seizures, arrests and
action against trafficking networks demonstrate that authorities are intensifying the fight against the
illegal drug trade. Such action is necessary because those who profit from addiction must face the full
force of the law.

There is also an urgent need for reliable, regularly updated data on drug use across Jammu and
Kashmir. Better district-level information would allow policymakers to identify emerging trends,
vulnerable populations and gaps in treatment services. Rural and remote areas deserve particular
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attention because distance, stigma and limited awareness can prevent people from reaching
specialised facilities.

The fight against drugs is ultimately a fight for the future of Jammu and Kashmir. Every person who
recovers represents more than an individual victory. It means a family restored, a livelihood regained,
a child protected from the consequences of addiction and a productive citizen returning to society.

Jammu and Kashmir therefore needs to move towards a culture of prevention, treatment and
recovery while maintaining firm action against traffickers. The goal should not merely be to make
“‘Nasha Mukt Jammu and Kashmir” a slogan, but to turn it into a sustained social mission.

The author is a senior analyst and environmentalist.
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777823-2026-08-29

R s August 29, 2026
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Sohan Lal August 29, 2026
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Central agency swiftly reacts to ‘specific intelligence’, seizes a
consignment of 66,79,980 psychotropic tablets

ish jharkhandstatenews.com/article/top-stories/11946/central-agency-swiftly-reacts-to-specific-intelligence-seizes-a-consignment-of-
6679980-psychotropic-tablets

August 29, 2026
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Acting upon specific intelligence regarding the movement of a massive illicit consignment of
psychotropic medicines along the Punjab—Himachal Pradesh corridor, a specialised preventive team
of the Central Bureau of Narcotics (CBN) MP Unit mounted sustained surveillance and strategically
positioned itself on the Chandigarh—Baddi interstate route, under Operation Vajra 2.0 on 27-28
August 2026.

The operation resulted in the seizure of a massive consignment of 66,79,980 psychotropic tablets,
comprising Alprazolam, Tramadol, Nitrazepam and Clonazepam, which was being transported
without the requisite statutory documentation. One person has been arrested, and one SML Isuzu
Sartaj truck has been seized.

After maintaining overnight vigilance, on 27.08.2026, the team intercepted a suspicious SML Isuzu
Sartaj truck bearing Uttar Pradesh registration and shifted it to a secure location for a detailed search.
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A thorough carton-by-carton examination of the cargo led to the discovery of 120 master cartons
containing controlled psychotropic substances. The consignment comprised Alprazolam, Tramadol,
Nitrazepam and Clonazepam tablets, with a total quantity of 66,79,980 tablets.

Preliminary examination revealed several deliberate measures apparently adopted to conceal the
illicit supply chain and evade regulatory tracking. Batch numbers, manufacturing dates and expiry
dates had been erased from a substantial quantity of blister strips and boxes.

Further, substantial quantities of medicines bearing the marking “Not to be sold in Punjab Haryana
State” were found being transported into the region without valid supporting documents such as
invoices, bill of lading or E-way bills.

The detailed inventory, examination and sealing proceedings continued for more than 14 hours
through the night. The entire consignment of 66,79,980 psychotropic tablets, along with the SML
Isuzu Sartaj truck used for transportation, was seized under the relevant provisions of the Narcotic
Drugs and Psychotropic Substances (NDPS) Act, 1985.

One Suspect has been arrested under the relevant provisions of the NDPS Act, 1985.

Intensive follow-up investigation is underway to identify and dismantle the upstream manufacturing
and supply channels as well as the downstream distribution network involved in this major inter-state
pharmaceutical diversion racket. The investigation will also seek to identify other persons and entities
associated with the illegal diversion and trafficking of these psychotropic medicines.

The Central Bureau of Narcotics (CBN) remains firmly committed to the vision of a “Safe use of drugs
or medicines” and “Nasha Mukt Bharat Abhiyan (NMBA)” and continues to undertake intelligence-
driven enforcement actions against the illegal trafficking and diversion of narcotic drugs and
psychotropic substances.

During the current calendar year 2026, the Central Bureau of Narcotics (CBN) has demonstrated
exceptional anti-smuggling performance by successfully booking 197 cases and arresting 272
persons involved in illicit drug networks. Demonstrating aggressive enforcement against synthetic
manufacturing operations, the bureau effectively busted 6 clandestine laboratories. Furthermore, the
agency’s extensive enforcement actions intercepted a massive volume of contraband, resulting in the
seizure of approximately 51,000 kg of various NDPS drugs along with an additional staggering haul
of 12,72,00,000 tablets and capsules of psychotropic medicines.
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443kg ganja worth Rs 2.2cr seized in Palamu, 2 brothers
arrested

m timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/ranchi/443kg-ganja-worth-rs-2-2cr-seized-in-palamu-2-brothers-
arrested/amp_articleshow/133611898.cms

The Times Of India August 29, 2026

Daltonganj: Police seized 443 kg of ganja, estimated to be worth Rs 2.2 crore, and arrested two
brothers during a crackdown under the ongoing Operation Prahar in Palamu district’'s Naudeeha
Bazar on Friday night.

The accused, identified as Jamshed Alam and Ali Raza, both residents of Mahuraon village, were
sent to judicial custody on Saturday under relevant provisions of the Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic
Substances (NDPS) Act.

Palamu SP Kapil Chaudhary said the house where the accused lived was allegedly being used to
store ganja for smuggling into neighbouring Bihar. Police suspect that a Harihurganj-based conduit
procured the contraband from Odisha and stored it at the house before distribution.

The operation began when a police team on routine night patrol spotted a truck parked under
suspicious circumstances. A search of the vehicle led to the recovery of two bags of ganja concealed
beneath a consignment of green coconuts. The subsequent investigation resulted in the seizure of
443 kg of ganja packed in 424 packets kept in 16 bags. A drug-detection test confirmed the
substance as ganja.

Police also seized the Odisha-registered truck and a Bihar-registered tempo. Chaudhary said efforts
were under way to arrest the alleged supplier and identify other members of the smuggling network.
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Motihari News: TISIUITH HTHA H 29 HTS Gol 35 MUY Bl
foraT a1 AIRTR

livehindustan.com/bihar/motihari/story-crackdown-on-drug-trafficking-in-motihari-police-seize-substantial-quantities-
201788024846545.amp.html

Hindustan | Bureau August 29, 2026
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A3 YR AP & HIHA H TD B U U DI il

Ea livehindustan.com/national/story-court-sentences-aditya-kumar-dangi-to-5-years-for-drug-offense-in-jharkhand-
201788027381613.amp.html

Hindustan | Bureau August 29, 2026
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78.30 UTH THSITHU & ATY Th Hldd TRUIR, National Hindi
News

livehindustan.com/national/story-major-drug-bust-man-arrested-with-78-30-grams-of-mdma-201788021636995.html

Hindustan | Bureau August 29, 2026
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UHS MY

E deshajtimes.com/news/bihar/patna/bhagalpur-drug-peddler-arrested-nathnagar-brown-sugar-seized/307583

Deshaj Times August 29, 2026
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3] amarujala.com/jharkhand/ranchi/encounter-between-police-and-opium-smugglers-in-hazaribagh-one-accused-injured-two-
arrested-ranchi-news-c-1-1-n0i1475-4665811-2026-08-29

REIEN August 30, 2026
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487 9Idd HIfSH FB UIRY BT RS & & ITd d1¢ HY

ﬂ inextlive.com/bihar/patna/case-filed-two-years-after-recovery-of-487-bottles-of-codeine-cough-syrup-17880084 32

Inextlive August 29, 2026
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. bhaskar.com/local/bihar/nalanda/rajgir/news/rajgir-degree-college-anti-drug-awareness-program-nukkad-natak-138869862.html

CARERY | pony August 29, 2026
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-I=IT 9 ATGH UGl A Hickd & Tel¥ ARUT YR I

. bhaskar.com/amp/local/bihar/saran/chhapra/news/saran-administration-strict-for-freedom-from-addiction-and-drugs-dbp-
138874529.html

CARCIRY Ry August 30, 2026
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